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PEEFACE. 



TqpIVB-AND-TWBNTY years ago, I used to 
cherish the hope that some day I might 
write the Life of Wesley and the History of 
Methodism. The latter aim has been an- 
ticipated, with great competency, by two 
writers — by my living ftiend. Dr. Stevens, 
in America, whose vigorous and vivid volumes 
require no praise from me, and by my greatly 
beloved and now deceased friend, Dr. George 
Smith, in my own country, with whom I was 
in close correspondence throughout the whole 
of his work in preparing his valuable history. 
The utmost I could now hope would be to 
elucidate some points of Methodist History, 
especially between .1780 and 1800, and from 
1848 to the present time. 

Even after Mr. Tyerman's diligence, I 
think there is yet room for an original and 
standard life of the Methodist reformer, which 
should be at once shorter and in some respects 
more satisfactory — clearer, and more di^csraex- 
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nating as to some matters of primary import- 
ance. I cannot but fear, as years pass away, 
and duties and engagements multiply around 
me, that I may not be permitted to attempt the 
execution of what I had contemplated so long. 
But, though my desire should thus go unful- 
filled, I shall still have reason to be thankful 
if in the present publication I shall have 
been enabled to do something toward furnish- 
ing a true portraiture of John Wesley in his 
human afiections, in his intellectual character, 
and in his gifts and power as a preacher. 

James H. Rigg. 



Westminstbe Teaining College, 
London, Augtist, 1875. 



ERRATUM. 
Page 120. — Read rectory for rector ate. 
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THE LIVING WESLEY. 



PART I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

WE8LET8 BI0GBAPHEB8 AND CBITIC8. 

rpHBRE are some questions as to Wesley's 
character and the nature of his influence 
still unsettled ; indeed, as I shall show, he is 
very imperfectly understood as yet. But there 
can be no question as to the immense spread 
and depth of the motive energies which he 
has been the means of originating within the 
nationalities of England, with all her Colonies, 
and of the United States, not to speak of the 
critical and determinative influence which has 
been exercised by Methodism upon the Pro- 
testant thought and life of France, and even 
of Germany. No single man for centuries 
has moved the world as Wesley has moved it ; 
since Luther, no man. No Protestant Church 
at this day counts so many adherents as the 
Methodist family of Churches ; no Church has 
operated so powerfiilly as a ferment of life 
among all the other Churches, 
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If these tliiiigs are so — and nowadays men 
will hardly venture to deny the truth, at least 
in general, of what I have stated — it is no 
wonder that the present age has waked up to 
an eager curiosity as to the character of the 
man, the secret of his power, the meaning of 
his work, the history of his life. Long ago 
Dr. Southey perceived the capabilities of this 
theme ; historian, man of letters, and poet- 
laureate as he was, he treated the character 
and life of Wesley with a respect and ability 
worthy alike of the subject and the writer. 
It was inevitable that such a philosophic 
Churchman as Southey, such a semi-rational- 
isticaUy-orthodox Anglican, should commit 
serious errors in his attempt to portray and 
estimate such a character as that of Wesley. 
It was equally inevitable, with no other 
sources of information, in addition to Wesley's 
Works, than the " Arminian Magazine," and 
the very imperfect lives of Wesley which had 
been published by his over- worked, hurried 
and driven, and, as literary men and histori- 
ans, untrained itinerants, the best life which 
Southey or any other writer could produce at 
that time should be defective and incorrect. 
He had no access whatever to the special 
sources of information without which no life 
of such a man could be justly or adequately 
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written, and whicli it was as yet too soon 
after tho death of Wesley to expect to be 
given to the world. But, with all its faults, 
the work produced by Southey was so beauti- 
ful in its style, and so skilful in its use of the 
materials at his disposal, that to this day it has 
remained — now for half a century — the one 
biography by which Wesley has been known 
to the world. Men have not read the Lives 
written by Whitehead, Coke, and Moore — for 
many years, indeed, these have been out of 
print, and it would be an injustice to the 
name and memory of Wesley to reprint any 
of them ; but Southey's Life of the Methodist 
Reformer has been in every important and 
well-chosen library, whether of a public in- 
stitution or of a private mansion; and its 
fascination has not failed to secure for it 
successive generations of readers. 

Wesley's life, indeed, as written by the 
Tory historian, reviewer, biographist, and poet, 
as written in the best style of one who was a 
master both of the English language and of 
the biographer's art — became at once an 
English classic, and, what is much more, 
raised the character and memory of Wesley 
at once, in the circles of men of high and 
thoughtfiil culture, to a place of eminence and 
respect often rising to veneration. Nor was 
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it only to Wesley that Southey did, according 
to his light, generous justice ; he did justice 
also to the humble but great and noble men, 
such as John Nelson and the soldier Haime, 
who were Wesley's early and chief lay-helpers. 
He showed these men in their true light, as 
manliest among men and saintliest among 
saints ; as men of no less steadfast power than 
fervid zeal ; as among the heroes of the holy 
Christian warfare. Thus the total effect of 
Southey's " Life of Wesley " was to elevate the 
Methodism of Wesley and his followers to a 
place of permanent interest and honour before 
their countrymen, and, we may say, before the 
world. 

Southey, indeed, as I have intimated, 
misapprehended some leading particulars in 
Wesley's character, and accordingly miscon- 
strued broadly, in certain directions, his 
motives and his conduct. He conceived 
ambition to be the leading natural feature of 
his character, and to have powerfully prompted 
and controlled him through life — the ambition 
of the ruler and the statesman ; he resolved, 
moreover, the wonderful effects of his preach- 
ing into the natural results of potent and pene- 
trating oratory, managed with consummate 
skill by a master alike of speech and of the 
art of turning circumstances and situations to 
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account. For these fundamental errors he was 
most ably and severely searched and called to 
account by the Rev. Richard Watson, in his 
well-known and very valuable " Observations 
on Southey's ' Life of Wesley/ " and his 
misconceptions in this respect have also been 
effectually disposed of very recently by Miss 
Wedgwood, in her essay on Wesley — Miss 
Wedgwood, having apparently never read 
Mr. Watson's " Observations." * Still, with 
all its errors, and notwithstanding its neces- 
sary defects — notwithstanding its evident 
Anglican prejudices and its pervasive taint 
of rationalistic sense-dogmatism and spiritual 
insusceptibility — Southey's work is so inter- 
esting, so genial, so candid, so evidently 
sincere, and even generous, in its spirit, that 
it ought ever to be regarded by the followers 
of Wesley as the work, not of an enemy, but 
of one who meant honestly and kindly, and 
who has really, on the whole, done the oflBce 
of a friend. Southey himself indeed, became 
convinced that he had wronged Wesley's 
memory and misunderstood his character; 
and if he had lived to bring out the new 
edition which he had in contemplation, he 
would have made a correction of his errors. 

* " John Wesley and the Evangelical Reaction of the 18th 
Century." By Julia Wedgwood, London : Macmillan, 
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Whether Mr. Watson's criticism had any 
share in bringing about this change I know 
not. Southey's own account of it, given 
to the late learned and amiable James 
Nichols, litterateur and printer, of Hoxton 
Square, in an autograph letter of which 
a faC'Simile^ very interesting to look at, if 
it were only for the elegance and neatness 
of the writing, is engraved in Dr. Smith's 
" History of Methodism," * states that Mr. 
Alexander Knox, in " a long and admirable 
paper," (which is printed at length in the 
recent editions of Southey's biography,) had 
" convinced him that he was mistaken " in 
charging Wesley with personal ambition. The 
date of this letter was 17th August, 1835. 
He was at that time making some preparations 
for a new edition of the " Life," and he stated 
that it was " his intention to incorporate in it 
whatever new information has been brought 
forward by subsequent biographers, and, of 
course to correct every error that had been 
pointed out, or that he himself could discover." 
More than twelve months later, in December, 
1836, being on a visit to Penzance, he in 
substance repeated to the late Mr. Came, of 
that town, the same statement which he had 

♦"Wesley and his Times,*' vol. i, p. 634. Longmans 
&Co. 
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made in writing to Mr. Nichols. Unfortu- 
nately, the new edition was never prepared 
by him ; and when, after his death, his son 
edited a new edition, in which Mr. Kdox's 
observations were printed, as well as some 
notes by Coleridge, he seems to have been igno- 
rant that his father had been convinced by 
Mr. Knox, or had intended to rectify his error. 
He leaves it, indeed, distinctly to be inferred 
that the text, as originally printed, expressed 
his father's settled judgment on the matter in 
question. 

Southey's biography was published early 
in 1820. Before the end of the same year 
Mr. Watson published his " Observations." 
It was not, however, until 1825 that the 
Methodists themselves put forth a new Life 
of their founder, such as might be regarded 
as a corrective to that of Southey. This 
was the Rev. H. Moore's "Life," in two 
volumes, published at the Conference Office. 
Mr. Moore was one of Wesley's trustees, the 
other two being Dr. Coke and the physician. 
Dr. Whitehead. Of these the last had got 
hold, in the first instance, of Wesley's papers, 
and had published, very unfairly, by means 
of these, a separate and an ex-parte life of 
Wesley, as regarded chiefly fi'om the point 
of view of an English Churchman, although 
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Whitehead himself was in principle a thorough 
Dissenter. To anticipate this publication, the 
other two trustees, by the help of Wesley's 
own publications, and of such papers as they 
were able to command the use of, published 
very hastily a joint life of Wesley. Malice, 
however, had been beforehand, and Hamp- 
son's ^' Life '' (Hampson had formerly been a 
Methodist preacher, but was then a clergyman 
of the Church of England) had been published 
even earlier than that by Coke and Moore. 
The latter, though it sold largely, was too 
hurried a composition (to a large extent, 
indeed, it was a mere compilation) to hold its 
rank as a biography of Wesley. Moore's 
** Life," published in 1825, was more carefully 
prepared and fuller than either of its Methodist 
predecessors, and was intended to serve as an 
antidote both to Whitehead's and to Southey's 
*^Life." It was far, however, from being 
really adequate to the claims of Wesley's 
history, notwithstanding its genuine interest 
and its sterling value. It never for a moment 
was likely to supersede that of Southey with 
the general reading world. Watson, at the 
request of the Conference, undertook to 
prepare, and published in the year 1831, a 
short Life of Wesley for popular use and 
extensive circulation* But Watson was in 
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failing health, and greatly over-worked. His 
little volume is valuable for its observations 
on certain points especially connected with 
the relations between Wesley and the Church 
of England ; but, regarded as a consecutive 
biography, it was altogether too slight, and 
left far too many blanks in the narrative. It 
was far from being even a tolerably complete 
epitome of Wesley's crowded and momentous 
history. In these respects it is greatly inferior 
to the French Methodist biography of Wesley 
(by Mr. Lelievre), which is a fresh, original 
and admirably reduced and proportioned 
epitome of the Life of Wesley.* 

Since Watson's "Life of Wesley," no 
English biography of the founder of Method- 
ism had been published until the Rev. Luke 
Tyerman recently published his elaborate 
work. The first volume of Dr. Smith's 
History of Methodism was, however, virtu- 
ally a biography of Wesley, for the most 
part correct and judicious, although slight 
and incomplete. Though slight, it con- 
tributed some new and important infor- 
mation on the subject. The first volimie of 
Dr. Stevens's able '' History of Methodism " 

* John Wesley : his Life and Work.'* By the Rev. Matthew 
Lelievre. Translated from the French, by the Rev. A. J. French. 
Published at the Wesleyan Conference Office, London, 
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furnished a fuller and more vivid account of 
the chief figure among the leaders of Method- 
ism. It was not, however, and could not be, 
a complete biography, nor did it stand apart. 
It was intermingled with the sketches and 
episodes of an eloquent and stirring history. 
The Life of Wesley was but the chief among 
several biographical lines of narrative which 
were interwoven in that history. 

Southey's '* Life " was very likely to 
suggest the history and character of Wesley 
as a theme for philosophical students of reli- 
gious movements and ecclesiastical history. 
It was not, however, till thirty years after the 
first publication of his work that the first 
essay on Wesley, in a separate volume, made 
its appearance. This was by Isaac Taylor, 
and was entitled "Wesley and Methodism." 
The author of Essays on Enthusiasm, on 
Fanaticism, on Spiritual Despotism, on Igna- 
tius Loyola, could hardly have refi'ained from 
working out a study in his own line of com- 
position on the character and life of Wesley. 
Taylor's "Wesley and Methodism" is not 
less faulty than might have been expected 
from such a writer, but it possesses at the 
same time considerable merits, and some 
parts of it are written in Taylor's best 
manner. Dr. Dobbin, somewhere near the 
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same time, published a warmly appreciative 
sketch of Wesley. A few years earlier, the 
late Dr. James Hamilton, in the ^* North 
British Review," had published an article on 
Wesley, which, although brilliantly written, 
and conceived in a kindly spirit, showed that 
the writer knew very little of the real cha- 
racter or of the labours of the founder of 
Methodism. After this period, nearly twenty 
years passed away before much was written 
again respecting Wesley. A few years 
ago, however, the gifted author of the 
" Schonberg-Cotta Family" series of stories, 
in her " Diary of Mrs. Kitty Trevelyan," 
brought the life of early Methodism, according 
to her conception, vividly before a large 
circle of readers. Meanwhile, the public 
interest in Wesley, and in the history and 
position of Methodism, was at once shown 
and stimulated in England by discussions, 
year after year, in Convocation ; by those 
reports of the proceedings of the annual 
Wesleyan Conferences which, within the last 
few years, have become a striking feature in 
the leading newspapers of the country, both 
metropolitan and provincial ; by discussions 
relating to Methodism in clerical meetings ; by 
correspondence in the religious newspapers; 
by sundry letters in the public journals, 
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and by pamphlets relating to the subject, and 
chiefly bearing upon the question of reunion 
with the . Church of England ; and by cer- 
tain tracts which are extensively circulated 
by clergymen of the Church of England. 
Within the last fourteen or fifteen years 
two articles on the relations between Wes- 
leyan Methodism and the Church of Eng- 
land have been published in the ''London 
Quarterly Review/' — the former fi'om the pen 
of Rev. W. Arthur ; the latter, which has 
been since published in a separate form, by 
myself. The pubhc mind in England has 
thus, within the last few years, become much 
more widely interested, and somewhat better 
informed, respiecting Wesley and his work 
than formerly. Doubtless, also, the publica- 
tion (in thirteen volumes), under the able 
editorship of Dr. Osborn, of the Richmond 
Theological Institution, of the whole of the 
Wesley poetry, by which, for the first time, 
the world has been made aware of the wealth 
and variety, as well as the intensity and 
brilliancy, of the poetic power with which the 
two brothers, but especially Charles, were 
endowed, has contributed to the general 
feeling of interest with which the career of 
the Wesleys is now regarded — of Charles, 
as the Methodist poet, and otherwise his 
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brother's faithful coadjutor ; of John Wesley, 
as the leading mind, whose character and 
convictions gave law to the whole Wesleyan 
movement. One further element I must name 
as contributing largely to the recent growth 
of interest in Wesley and Methodism ; it 
is that which, indeed, has been already in 
part intimated in my reference to the space 
recently accorded to the Wesleyan Conference 
in the public papers — I mean the manifest, 
and the manifestly growing, power of Method- 
ism. With this element in the case, the 
extension of the franchise, the spread of anti- 
State-Church principles, and the precedent, 
as many regard it, of the Irish Church dis- 
establishment, distinctly connect themselves. 

It is no wonder, accordingly, if Mrs. 
Oliphant, in her series of papers in '^ Black- 
wood's Magazine" for 1870, concerning the 
England of the Eighteenth Century, found 
herself brought face to face with John Wesley 
as " The Reformer " of his age. Her paper 
is clever, frank, and genial, but, as was to be 
expected, full of misconceptions. Southey 
would seem to have been her one source and 
authority, and it is something if she detects 
some of his fundamental mistakes. 

Since Mrs. Oliphant wrote. Miss Wedg- 
wood has published her very candid and 
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thoughtfiil essay on Wesley. It is to be 
regretted that Miss Wedgwood had not read 
some of the most important authorities 
on her subject. She, also, seems to have 
relied chiefly on Southey. In her list of 
authorities we find Whitehead's " Life of 
Wesley," and that by Coke and Moore ; but 
not the more authentic and important bio- 
graphy of 1825, by Moore alone ; nor (very 
important for Miss Wedgwood's purpose in 
her study of Wesley) Watson's *' Observa- 
tions," nor Watson's ^^ Life," (by no means 
unimportant,) nor Dr. Stevens's very able and 
valuable volume, the first of his " History of 
Methodism," nor the biography of Wesley, 
which constitutes the first volume of the late 
Dr. George Smith's " History of Methodism," 
(Vol. I, " Wesley and his Times,") nor even 
Isaac Taylor's "Wesley and Methodism," a 
book most germane to her purpose. Neither 
of the articles in the " London Quarterly " to 
which I have referred seems to have come in 
her way. If they had they might at least 
have cleared up some points of misconception 
or obscurity, or have served as an index to 
sources of information. 

It is all the more satisfactory and note- 
worthy, however, on this account, that Miss 
Wedgwood, from h^ own independent study. 
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lias been enabled to refute the most funda- 
mental errors in Soutbey's representation of 
Wesley's character. With a quiet grasp of 
the subject, with easy acuteness and insight, 
she disposes of the charge of ambition as 
easily as she exposes the inconsistent and 
untenable naturalism which lies at the basis 
of Southey's resolution of religious phenomena 
into their supposed constituents, and of most 
of his criticisms of Wesley's "credulity" and 
"enthusiasm." Her views, indeed, appear 
to be strongly tinctured with Maurician 
mysticism, and she repeats, in substance, 
some of the criticisms on the evangelical 
Arminianism of Wesley which are contained 
in Coleridge's notes to Southey's biography. 
But her main lines of thought are admir- 
ably laid out ; her grouping of facts is very 
skilful; her general handling of the sub- 
ject is simple and masterly. It is to be 
regretted, indeed, that what we have is only 
a study of the man as he was when he first 
set forth on his evangelical work ; or, at the 
utmost, of his moral and spiritual qualifica- 
tions as a reformer, and of the position to 
which he advanced in the opening campaigns 
of his life's warfare : consequently the volume 
gives us the impression of being merely an 
introduction or a fi:^gment. Wesley the 
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preacher is scarcely sketched at all; his 
intellectual characteristics as a thinker or 
writer are scarcely touched upon ; his evan- 
gelical itinerancy is not represented to our 
view ; his ripe manhood and his old age are 
passed by ; of the organization and the wide- 
spread work and influence of his later years 
next to nothing is said, except only so far as 
relates to the American ordinations. In short, 
just as misconceptions have been cleared 
away, as his position has been distinctly 
defined, as the nature of his work in general 
has been explained, and its need and vast 
importance been established ; just when his 
disinterestedness, his magnanimity, his bravery 
and gentleness in peril and in controversy 
have been beautifully shown; just as the 
general characteristics of his mission, his 
purpose, his faith, have been set forth ; and 
we are waiting to see what are his actual 
powers for work and service, for preaching 
and counselling, for moulding the faith and 
the theology of a community, for saturating a 
nation with his influence, for consolidating 
and governing a Christian Church or family 
of Churches, we find that the essay breaks 
off* and all is over. Perhaps Miss Wedg- 
wood acted wisely; perhaps she knew best 
her own compass of power ; but we confess 
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to have experienced a feeling of disappoint- 
ment. 

Miss Wedgwood has admirably delineated 
the circumstances which surrounded Wesley 
at the beginning of his work ; and she has 
effectually refuted Southey's errors as to his 
character and motives ; but the living man 
himself, as preacher, as ruler, as companion 
or friend, she has left quite in the shadow. 
She has done justice to the living Wesley only 
as a controversialist. Indeed, it is plain that 
she has, so far as she has conceived his living 
and social humanity at all, in part, at least, 
misconceived it. She can appreciate the 
character of his writing, so far as she has 
studied it, and has also fine glimpses of insight 
into his public character and his gifts as a 
ruler ; but of Wesley as a fi'iend and com- 
panion she evidently has no sort of just 
conception; otherwise she would not have 
characterized as devoid of all sense of humour 
one of the pleasantest and brightest of men, 
of whose remarkable vein of humour, indeed 
she must have read some instances in Southey's 
"Life," and would have found others in 
Stevens's " History ; " neither would she, not- 
withstanding the apparent inhumanness of 
Wesley's school arrrangements at Kingswood, 
and the reticence as to domestic details in his 
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letters, of which his brother Charles pleasantly 
complained in their college days, have really 
concluded that Wesley was defective in human 
sympathy, had she mastered the details of his 
many-sided life and character. Wesley, as 
win presently be shown, was, perhaps, as 
susceptible a man in regard to all the charms 
and attractions of social character and inter- 
course, especially in the case of women, as 
can easily be found among the saints of 
history. 

But the most elaborate work which has 
appeared on Wesley is the new "Life," in 
three volumes, from the pen of the Rev, Luke 
Tyerman, to which I have referred. This is 
a work of volimainous dimensions, and one 
which embodies the results of very great re- 
search, the fruit of years of industrious 
reading and collection. Mr. Tyerman pre- 
pared himself for his work by writing his 
biography of the father of the Wesleys, 
Samuel Wesley, the rector of Epworth. He 
seems also to have collected and studied — 
or at least to have carefully read, if he was 
not able to purchase — almost every book, 
pamphlet, broadsheet, and periodical, in which 
there is any reference whatever to Wesley : 
so that he writes with hitherto unequalled 
frdness of material and knowledge so far as 
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respects the facts of Wesley's life. Being 
thus fumished and prepared, he has set him- 
self to search out and set forth in order the 
whole history of Wesley from his cradle to 
his grave. His boyhood, so far as any thing 
can be learned about it; his school and 
college life; his home relations; his early 
personal friends, including not only university 
chums but well-beloved ladies ; his religious 
history, minutely traced in all its stages, 
especially his changes of opinion and feel- 
ing as these gradually declared themselves, 
— ^until in the end a complete revolution had 
been consummated, and the academical High- 
Churchman had become the father of the 
Methodist revival and transformation ; his 
preachings and joumeyings ; his organizations, 
his controversies, the persecutions he endured, 
the slanders, in full tale and in all their base- 
less enormity, which were continually invented 
and circulated against him, however miserable 
and short-lived such slanders may have been ; 
his love-affairs and his married life; his 
almost innumerable publications; his Con- 
ferences and his helpers, ordained and un- 
ordained ; his " ordinations " and his relations 
with the Church of England ; his co-operation 
and his disagreements with the Moravians, 
with Whitefield, and "the Countess;" his 

c2 
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loving concord and co-working, and his no 
less loving differences and contentions, with 
his Church-satirising but Church-idea-loving 
brother Charles ; the peaceful labours and the 
wide-spread love and honour which marked 
the protracted years of his wonderful old age : 
all these matters, and a world of things be- 
sides, belonging to the infinitely busy and 
varied life of Wesley, Mr. Tyerman has made 
known to the world in these large and closely- 
printed volumes. The world, by the help of 
Mr. Tyerman, may now know all about John 
Wesley ; may know much more, indeed, about 
the mere, facts and consecutive history of his 
life, in its various fields and departments, than 
was ever known of him in his life-time by his 
closest friends. The record may be read and 
pondered in all its breadth, and from beginning 
to end. We may study the man as he hardly 
could have studied himself. 

We are bound to admit, moreover, that 
Mr. Tyerman has shown no indulgence to 
his hero. Cromwell enjoined on the courtly 
portrait-painter to be sure to paint in all 
the warts there were upon his face. Mr. 
Tyerman appears rather to have been on the 
look-out for warts, and occasionally, as it 
seems to us, has magnified a mole into a wart, 
if he has not sometimes, looking through hi^ 
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microscope with broken light, fancied he saw 
an unevenness and blemish where in reality 
there was none. The severe and Rhadaman- 
thine judgment which Mr. Tyerman has exer- 
cised in regard to the pre-eminent son is 
the more remarkable becasue he went to 
the other extreme in writing the life of the 
father. On that old soldier's face there were 
warts not a few, and of no small size. But 
Mr. Tyerman could hardly see any. To him 
the rector of Epworth was an altogether 
noble and comely- seeming character, with 
a few venial infirmities, but no faults of 
any serious account ; he was not merely a 
good and able and worthy man, although 
somewhat rugged in natural* disposition and 
time-serving in professions and policy — to 
Mr. Tyerman' s eye he was a truly great man, 
a great and good man ; he was a high poetic 
genius, a man of a brave and lofty spirit, a 
great sufferer, a great hero, and a great 
saint. What Frederick the Great is to 
Carlyle, Samuel Wesley of Epworth is to Mr. 
Tyerman; and, according to his ability, he 
has effected for Samuel Wesley a transfor- 
mation similar in character to that which the 
rugged Scotch philosopher has effected for 
the harsh and distempered Prussian king. 
And now, having been so indulgent in the 
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case of the father, Mr. Tyerman has set him- 
self to be severely faithful in the case of the 
son, pleasant and blessed a man as that son 
undeniably was. 

Perhaps it is as well that it should be 
so. At all events, we may perhaps account 
for the different treatment which the bio- 
grapher has bestowed on the two characters. 
The Wesley father had suffered much, had 
shown much patience and bravery of spirit, 
and had been undervalued, as Mr. Tyerman 
thought, and left more in the background 
than such a father of such a family — and in 
particular of such sons — should have been. 
There was a great deal, too, that was pic- 
turesque in the history and the situation 
of the forlorn, persecuted, unbusiness-like, 
and weather-beaten rector. Here was a 
temptation to an author — to repair an old 
injustice, to bring out a striking figure into 
light, to disinter a hero. As to the son, 
the case is different. Mr. Tyerman has 
passed his life among those who almost 
worship the memory of John Wesley ; many 
of whom think him absolute perfection, and 
cherish toward him a blind and unintelli- 
gent admiration. Probably he himself at 
one time shared strongly in these feelings. 
Research has shown Mr. Tyerman that the 
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popular conceptions of Wesley are to some 
extent mistaken. In applying his research, 
moreover, to point after point in Wesley's 
life, he has discovered what — as seen 
through his lens — ^look like considerable 
faults, although, when the natural eye 
looks at the whole character, they fade 
away into almost imperceptible foibles, or 
are seen to be, in reality, points of excellence. 
Here, then, are discoveries, which the truth- 
loving biographer deems it necessary to point 
out ; here are popular errors which it is his 
stem duty, as an historian, to correct. 
Chivalry, sustained by fact, as he fancied, 
prompted Mr. Tyerman to make a hero of 
the father ; public fidelity seemed to require 
that he should enlighten, as to certain points, 
the blind worshippers of the son. 

Nor must we deny that it was Mr. Tyer- 
man's duty to be rigidly faithful in his history 
of John Wesley, and this all the more because 
he is himself a Methodist. We are bound to 
repudiate altogether the maxim, as applied to 
such a case, that he ought, as one of Wesley's 
followers, to 

" Be to his faults a little blind, 
Be to his virtues very kind.** 

The sanctity of truth — ^historical truth — is a 
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holier and more venerable thing than even the 
reputation of John Wesley. Nor should we 
withhold from the biographer our admiration 
for the courage and fidelity with which, 
according to his own conceptions of truth, he 
has done his work. Moreover, as I have 
intimated, his rugged fidelity has, at least in 
one way, done good. No one can read this 
Wesleyan life of Wesley without feeling 
certain that the whole of Wesley's Hfe, in- 
cluding whatever might have appeared to bear 
an unfavourable construction, and including all 
the scandals which were circulated respecting 
him by his meanest and most malignant foes, 
is brought fiilly out to view, and that, if the 
biographer has not " set down aught in malice," 
he has, on the other hand, "extenuated" 
nothing. Whatever he knew of to tell is told ; 
whatever might at any time have been sus- 
pected, or scandalously alleged, that is told too. 
The worst possible is indicated as to Wesley. 
And the result is, a character with as much 
of goodness in it and as little aUoy of evil as 
could well have been conceived ; the character 
of a man absolutely free from meanness, from 
mahce, from any standing anger or resent- 
ment ; who, if he now and then went wrong, 
did so from the sanguine imprudences of a 
generous and susceptible nature, or, in one or 
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two cases in the course of haM-a-century, 
from the momentary irritation which a 
thwarted chief might be apt to feel ; but whose 
whole life w^ one of unremitting self-denial 
and unresting labour for the good of others. 
Such a character, so revealed and established, 
comes out most impressively from Mr. Tyer- 
man's biography. 

Still, I cannot but add that, in my judg- 
ment, Mr. Tyerman has overdone his fidelity. 
He almost seems to have made it his rule to 
take the worst construction which, with any 
thing like probability, could be put upon 
Wesley's conduct. In the case of a charge 
or prejudice against Wesley, he often gives the 
benefit of any doubt, as it seems to us, not to 
the accused, but to the accuser. Considering 
who and what Wesley was, and what his 
antecedents and independent character must 
be admitted to have been, this appears to be 
peculiarly unfair. Besides which, there is a 
tone in his dealing with Wesley which fairly 
astonishes one at times. Mr. Tyerman does 
not merely sum up in phrase of precise 
accuracy just what happened, and leave his 
readers to draw their conclusions: he cen- 
sures, he pronoimces, he condemns ; and this, 
too, in a tone of harshness, in some instances, 
and of lofty decision, as if he were Wesley' a 
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superior and judge. I believe that Macaulay 
— it is perfectly certain that Southey — would 
never have ventured in so absolute, unceremo- 
nious, dictatorial a style to pronounce censure 
on John Wesley. They would have felt their 
own inferiority to him ; that, if he sometimes 
erred, he was at least a good and great man, 
a venerable saint, as to whom they could not 
venture to pronounce an unfavourable judg- 
ment, even in individual acts of his life, 
without modesty and self-restraint — ^without 
what the Romans would have called verecundia. 
Mr. Tyerman has not, been restrained by any 
such diflBdence. At times his mere ipse dixity 
without even the formality of any attempt to 
weigh evidence or investigate the matter, 
pronounces at once sharply and shortly the 
folly or the wrong-doing of Wesley. 

Nor does it ever seem to have occurred to 
Mr. Tyerman that perhaps Wesley and he 
regarded certain questions from different 
points of view ; that he ought to have tried 
fiilly to master Wesley's own way of thinking 
and of regarding the matter in hand; and 
that, after all, from some point of view less 
conventional and more really true than his 
own, things which seem to his prejudices to 
be wrong might turn out to be right. Con- 
fiidering that Wesley was a man of far more 
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thought than most of us — ^who had seen much 
more of life than any of us — it is possible that 
he might have had so much to say for his 
own way of thinking and acting, even when it 
seems to be directly in opposition to some 
current notions of to-day, as at least to 
warrant arrest of judgment in the case. Mr. 
Tyerman appears incapable of entering sympa- 
thetically into the mind and idiosyncrasy of 
Wesley. He is not in sympathy with him; 
and yet does not appear to feel that this is the 
case, or even that such sympathy is necessary 
in order to enable him to write the life of 
Wesley. He judges merely and unhesitatingly 
by his own lights and his own instincts. 
Those instincts, at least in some cases, I 
am bold to regard as mere conventional 
prejudices, and am prepared to vindicate 
Wesley just where and wherefore his bio- 
grapher condemns him. * 

But, indeed, nothing is more evident than 
that Mr. Tyerman is deficient in that faculty 
of dramatic sympathy and insight, without 
which it is impossible for any man to under- 
stand, much less to write, the life of another 

* The contrast in tone between Mr. Tyerman*8 treatment of 
Wesley and his manner of judging him, and the manner in which 
genial outsiders write of him, may be understood by reference 
to the article on '* Wesley and Wesleyanism " in the " British 
Quarterly »' for October, 1871. 
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man, especially of a linique and wonderful 
man. He misunderstood the father, painting 
him after his own heart merely, but not as 
the facts, properly interpreted in a spirit of 
insight, really present him to our view : he 
painted a man he could understand and 
admire, but it was not the rector. In that 
case the facts were unconsciously warped 
to suit the sympathetic conception of the 
biographer ; in the case of the son, he 
generally sticks to the facts in their mere 
outside aspect, but often he cannot get behind 
them — cannot see their real meaning. In 
neither case have the facts helped him to a 
true and real conception of the life and 
character which lay beneath them. 



PART 11. 

WESLinrS CHABACTEB AND OPINIONS IN HIS 
EABLIEB LIFE, TO THE PERIOD OF HIS 
EVANGELICAL CONVERSION. 



■ ! ■■■»■■ 



CHAPTEK I. 

HIS BOYHOOD AND YOUTH. 

IV/rY chief object, in this part of my study, 
^-^ will be to exhibit some points of 
Wesley's history, and some aspects of his 
character up to the time of his final and full 
spiritual change, which hitherto seem to have 
escaped recognition. Merely reminding my 
readers, therefore, that he was bom in 1703, 
I pass over the circumstances of his early 
years. Bpworth and its parsonage, with the 
rugged and granitic father, the episcopal 
mother, and the brilliant throng of daughters, 
I must not attempt to describe. I must also 
pass over the " fire " at the parsonage, and 
even " old Jefirey," that inexplicable visita- 
tion ; and, only to note two points, must I stay 
for an instant at'^the Charterhouse School. 
Wesley, it is well known, was educated 
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there; and there endured great hardsh^s 
and even cruel oppressions — small and deli- 
cately-formed boy as lie was — ^from some of 
the senior scholars, especially during his 
service as " fag." It appears that there was 
a tradition in the school that Wesley was 
accustomed, when himself a senior, to asso- 
ciate with his juniors. This is likely enough 
to have been true, considering what the man- 
ners and morals of the school were at that 
time. He might do some good to his juniors, 
and might, perhaps, among them, avoid evil 
communications. 

As for the story related by Mr. Tyerman, 
that when Mr. Tooke, his master, asked him 
the reason for his so associating, he answered, 

" Better to rule in hell than to serve in heaven," 

I simply regard it as an invention and embel- 
lishment, added by his school-fellows, tmyre 
puerorurriy to amplify and round off the tradition 
and the story. I feel sure, besides, that Wesley, 
if he had quoted Milton at all, would have 
quoted him accurately. It is said that Wesley 
was accustomed to " harangue " his juniors, 
it is likely enough that he did, more or less, and 
expound and hold forth to them on interesting 
matters of routine and duty, or possibly on 
themes of fancy. He was a quick boy, with 
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the gift of a teacher, and not wanting in the 
fancy of a poet. 

But one remark made by Mr. Tyerman, as 
to his school-life at the Charterhouse, strikes 
me as singularly austere. It is the first 
instance of the austerity with which the 
biographer has treated Wesley throughout. 
Wesley, who, it must be remembered, entered 
the Charterhouse at the age of ten, is said, 
with solemn emphasis, thereto have " lost the 
religion which had marked his character jfrom 
the days of infancy." He is himself quoted 
to the efiect that at school he was " negligent 
of outward duties, and continually guilty of 
outward sins." And on the strength of this 
confession his biographer says : " Terrible is 
the danger when a child leaves a pious home 
for a public school. John Wesley entered the 
Charterhouse a saint ^ and left it a sinner.'^ 
That is to say, he entered it a saint of ten 
years old, and left it a sinner of seventeen. 

Now, I emphatically agree that the danger 
is very great indeed which attends a child 
leaving a simple, pious home to enter upon a 
public school. The wickedness of public 
schools has always been proverbial. But I 
think the instance of Wesley is by no means 
a strong one to cite in illustration of the point. 
I hardly know how adequately to interpret 
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the saying that Wesley at ten was " a saint," 
or to understand the contrast between the 
saint-child of ten and the sinner-youth of 
seventeen. But it is well to observe in what 
sense Wesley was " a sinner " in his teens. 
He, who himself made the confession of his 
religious failures, has also taught us how to 
understand and qualify them. He was negli- 
gent and careless, and he was guilty of what 
he knew to be outward sins; but yet such 
sins, he tells us in the same context, were 
" not scandalous in the eye of the world." 
He adds, moreover : " However, I still read 
the Scriptures, and said my prayers morning 
and evening. And what I now hoped to be 
saved by was : 1. Not being so bad as other 
people ; 2. Having still a kindness for re- 
ligion ; and, 3. Reading the Bible, going to 
church, and saying my prayers." 

Such is the sentence which Wesley, the 
sternest of judges in such a case, pronounced 
on his own moral and rehgious state when he 
was at the Charterhouse — a sentence pro- 
nounced, it must be remembered, at a time 
when all Wesley's judgments as to such cases 
were far more severe than they became as 
revised, after many years' experience, in his 
later life. It was in 1738 that he so wrote 
of himself. It is clear that Wesley never lost, 
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even at the Charterhouse, a tender respect for 
religion, the fear of God, and the form of 
Christian propriety. That he was at this time 
unconverted there can be no doubt ; but when 
Mr. Tyerman, with such awfal emphasis, tells 
us that, having gone to the Charterhouse a 
" saint "-child at ten years of age, he left it 
" a sinner " at seventeen, he uses language 
which can scarcely fail to convey an altogether 
exaggerated impression as to the character of 
his moral and spiritual faults and failings. 
Nor do I think such .unqualified language 
is consistent with the account he had given 
on a former page of young Wesley's behaviour 
at the Charterhouse. 

Isaac Taylor, in his work on "Wesley and 
Methodism," says, with reference to the priva- 
tions and oppressions which Wesley endured 
at school, that " he learned as a boy, to suffer 
wrongfully with cheerful patience, and to 
conform himself to cruel despotisms without 
acquiring either the slave's temper or the 
despot's." Mr. Tyerman substantially adopts 
this language into his text as his own descrip- 
tion of how Wesley fared and did at the 
Charterhouse, (p. 20.) But, for my part, I 
cannot help thinking that not a little grace 
must have been still working in the soul of 
the brave and patient boy, to enable him to 
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behave as he did. Wesley must have carried 
a heart not only bright and hopeful, but for- 
giving; not only elastic and vigorous, but 
patient and generous ; or he could not have 
looked back in after days on his six or seven 
years at the Charterhouse — as we know that 
he did look back — not only without bitter- 
ness, but with pleasure, and have retained as 
Southey says, so great a predilection for the 
place, that, on his annual visits to London, he 
made it his custom to walk through the scene 
of his school-boy years. 

One consequence of his school-experience 
I may note in passing. There can be no doubt 
that what he saw and experienced of the 
coarse and wicked horse-play of a great school 
had much to do with the regulations which 
he made long afterward for Kingswood School, 
forbidding all play, and permitting only of 
walks and garden-work by way of exercise and 
recreation. It was no slight evidence, let me 
here subjoin, of at least the powerM restrain- 
ing influence of religion, that Wesley p^^ssed 
through such an ordeal as his six or seven years' 
residence at the Charterhouse without con- 
tracting any taint of vice. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE COLLEGIAN AT OXFORD. 

T BT US linger awhile with Wesley at 
"^ Oxford — which University he entered, 
as scholar of Christ Church College, in 1720 
— not so much that we may review at any 
length his course and experience there, as 
that we may observe what manner of person 
he was — first, as a collegian, companion, and 
friend ; next, as a theological student and 
Churchman ; and, in both respects, as a living 
and moving man, full of power over those who 
came near him. 

When Wesley went to Oxford at seventeen 
he was a gay, sprightly, and virtuous youth, 
full of good classics, and also with some 
knowledge of Hebrew, which he had begun to 
learn under his brother Samuel during the 
short interval, apparently, between leaving 
the Charterhouse and gaining his scholarship 
at Christ Church. He was moral and church- 
going ; according to his own testimony, he 
read the Scriptures and religious books, 
especially commentaries ; but he was destitute 
of any true apprehension of spiritual religion : 
he was, in fact, a devout, yet half-worldly. 
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taken his father's reproof somewhat amiss at 
first, but had latterly expressed himself in his 
letters in a way which satisfied his father. 
The father had accordingly relented, as the 
letter shows. Mr. Tyerman's commentary on 
this and the brief preceding note is altogether 
in an exaggerated tone of austerity. He 
writes as if such letters " cast shadows on the 
character " of young Wesley ; he declares, 
quite unwarrantably, that, fi'om the age of 
eleven to twenty-two, Wesley was, " by his 
own confession, an habitual, if not profane 
and flagrant, sinner," and that he " thought- 
lessly contracted debts greater than he had 
means to pay." There is no evidence what- 
ever to justify such language as this. Wesley 
seems always to have kept at a remote distance 
fi^om anything like ^' profane and flagrant 
sin ; " he was " a sinner," as moral and 
virtuous youths are sinners, but only so ; and 
if he could not make ends meet on £40 a year, 
there is no evidence whatever that he "thought- 
lessly contracted debts." His sister Emilia, 
writing to him a few months later, said, no 
doubt most truly : "I know you are a young 
man encompassed with difl&culties, and have 
passed through many hardships already, and 
probably must through many more before you 
are easy in the world ; " she adds, also — poor. 
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half-clad girl ! — a noticeable remark : * I know 
not when we have had so good a year, both 
at Wroote and at Epworth, as this year : but, 
instead of saving any thing to clothe my sister 

or myself, we are just where we were 

One thing I warn you of — ^let not my giving 
you this account be any hindrance to your 
affairs. If you want assistance in any case, 
my father is as able to give it now as at any 
time these last ten years; nor shall we be 
ever the poorer for it." * 

It is evident that the sister's sympathies 
were heartily with her brother. There is, in 
truth, no foundation whatever for imputing to 
John Wesley, in his earlier years at Oxford, 
improvidence or unthrift. I take it for 
granted that he never incurred a serious 
expense, unless sometimes to purchase a book 
which appeared to be needfiil to his success 
as a student. That he had any extravagant 
habits or tendencies whatever, there is not 
the least reason to suppose. His mother did, 
indeed, urge him gently to try to save 
probably because the rector would have her 
put in an admonition to that effect ; but she 
never approaches the tone of censure in 
writing to her son. And if for once she had 
seemed to incline that way, wanting as she 

♦ Tyerman, vol. i, p. 38. 
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was, for herself and her family, almost the 
necessaries of life, and not understanding fully 
a collegian's necessities, it would have been 
no great wonder. But there is no such tone 
in her correspondence. Her loving son had 
talked of trying to save a little that he might 
be able to visit his family ; she gently reminds 
him that the payment of his debts was the 
first thing to be thought of, but expresses, at 
the same time, the hope that she may be able 
to bear his charges home. " I am not with- 
out hope," she says in the letter jfrom which 
I have lately quoted a few words, " of meeting 
you next summer," (in London.) " K you 
then be willing to accompany me to Wroote, I 
shall bear your charges as God shall enable 
me. 

To this subject of young Wesley's faults 
and failings Mr. Tyerman gives a whole 
paragraph — a veiy emphatic, and not a very 
short, paragraph. And yet, in the very next 
paragraph, and within some half-dozen lines 
of saying that Wesley " had need to repent in 
dust and ashes " for his sins — for the sins in 
particular, and among the rest, of extravagance 
and thoughtless improvidence, by which he 
had brought additional burdens on his poor, 
embarrassed, and struggling father, Mr. Tyer- 
man goes on to say that " Wesley was far too 
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noble and too high-principled to seek admis- 
sion int.0 the Christian ministry " merely as a 
livelihood. Surely,if hehad been improvident, 
extravagant, inconsiderate of his father's cir- 
cumstances, " an habitual, if not profane and 
flagrant, sinner," " without reUgious senti- 
ments, and without a rehgious aim," as Mr. 
Tyerman tells us he was, it would not have 
been by any means incredible that when he 
went to college, it might have been his inten- 
tion to enter the Church as a profession, 
without any high religious motive. I do not, 
in the least, wish to intimate that it was so ; 
but it is not consistent, on the one hand, to 
place John Wesley so low in respect of re- 
hgion, if not also of morahty, and, on the 
other hand, to speak of him as so noble and so 
high-principled a young man. 

Leaving this point, however, let us note 
the indications of young Wesley's character 
in the earlier years of his college life which 
are afforded by the family correspondence 
with which Mr. Tyerman enriches his first 
chapter, " Wesley at Home, at School, and 
at College." No one can read this corre- 
spondence without becoming aware that 
" Jacky" — the very name, "Jacky," might, 
indeed, be sufficient to settle that question — 
was by no means the semi-stoical person. 
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destitute of homely warmtli and kindliness, 
and of natural interest and concern about the 
little matters of family life, which some of his 
critics — ^which even a writer of such discrim- 
ination and insight as Miss Wedgwood — 
would seem to have supposed him to be. If 
at a later period of his life, when absorbed 
and oppressed by the care of the religious 
movement at Oxford, he forgot, on his arrival 
from a visit home, to tell his brother Charles 
of the details of the family circumstances, that 
must be attributed, not in the least to want 
of feeling for his parents and sisters, or lack 
of interest in all that really affected them, but 
to the weight and pressure at the moment of 
a most solenm religious undertaking and 
responsibility. How lovingly and generously 
he cared for his mother and sisters through 
life — with what depth and intensity, with 
what force of reason and fact, and of barely 
suppressed indignation, he vindicated himself, 
on one occasion, from a petulant and unwar- 
rantable imputation to the contrary — the 
students of his life will hardly fail to remem- 
ber.* In his early days at Oxford he kept up 
very loving relations and correspondence with 
his sisters. " More than once," as Mr. Tyer- 

♦ See his letter to his sister Emily, in Clarke's " Wesley 
Family," p. 619, and in Mr. Tyerman, vol. i. pp. 424, 5. 
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man tells us, "when requesting that his 
sisters would write to him, he playfully 
remarks that, though he was so poor, he would 
be able to spare the postage for a letter now 
and then." And writing to his mother on 
the 1st of November, 1724, from Oxford, he 
says : "I should be exceedingly glad to keep 
up a coiTespondence with my sister Emily, if 
she were willing. I have writ once or twice 
to my sister Sukey, too, but have not had an 
answer either from her or my sister Hetty, 
from whom I have more than once desired the 
poem of * The Dog.' I should be glad to hear 
how things go on at Wroote, which I now 
remember with more pleasure than Bpworth ; 
so true it is, at least in me, that the persons 
not the place, make home so pleasant." A 
sweeter, purer tone of writing than this we 
could hardly imagine. It will be observed 
that the family were now living, not at 
Epworth, but at Wroote, the living which his 
father held with Epworth, and that this was 
the reason of the turn in the last sentence. 
Wroote itself was a most uninviting place, 
very different from the pleasant and old* 
fashioned settledness of the town of Epworth, 
with its comfortable houses and goodly 
gardens. The letter closes by begging his 
mother's and his father's blessing on their 
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" dutiful son." It was five months later than 
the date of this letter that " Emilia Wesley " 
wrote the letter to her brother from which I 
have already quoted. 

Poor Emiha, eldest of the gifted sisters 1 
Mr. Kirk says of her, in his " Mother of the 
Wesleys:" "Her love for her mother was 
strong as death ; and she regarded her brother 
John with a passionate fondness. Though so 
much younger than herself, she selected him as 
her * most intimate companion ; her counsel- 
lor in dijQBculties,' to whom * her heart lay 
open at all times.' " Crossed in love, and 
for some reason not fully explained, but 
perhaps connected with her love affair, irri- 
tated against her father, her spirit chafed 
under the difficulties of her situation; but 
she bravely helped both her family and herself 
during the years of her earlier womanhood. 
She was known in her later years as Mrs. 
Harper, a widow, and died in the bosom of her 
brother's Methodism, in her eightieth year. 
Poor Sukey, too, the second sister, beautiful, 
vivacious, and accomplished, but whose lot 
was far more troublous than that of Emily, 
though Emily's was so far fi:»om an easy life. 
She was in the flower of her life when her 
brother referred to her in the letter which has 
been quoted. Some years later, after she had 
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married the wretched profligate Ellison, her 
youngest sister wrote of her : " Poor Sukey ! 
she is very ill. People think she is going 
into a consumption. It would be well for 
her if she was where * the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest/ " And 
again, poor Hetty ! Her lot was as sad as 
that of her sister Ellison. The most gifted 
of all the sisters, to whom it was more natural 
to write in sweet verse than in prose — ^though 
her prose, like that of all the sisters, was 
excellent— her sad story has in part been told 
by Mr. Kirk in the interesting volume to 
which I have referred. Her husband was 
every way unsuitable foyr her — an ignorant, 
illiterate, and degraded plumber. Mehetabel 
(Hetty) Wesley, or Mrs. Wright, aflier a living 
martyrdom of some twenty years, died in 
1760, leaving not a few beautiful verses behind 
her. To these and to all his sisters Wesley 
never failed to show himself an affectionate 
brother. How it is that there was no refer- 
ence to his amiable, but deformed, sister 
Mary in the letter of Wesley I have quoted, 
it is not possible to guess. She became Mrs. 
Whitelamb — ^Whitelamb having been first her 
father's amanuensis, afterwards his curate, 
and finally, when he married, his successor 
in the small rectory of Wroote — and she died 



46 THE LIVING WESLEY. 

in 1734, one year after her marriage, at the 
age of thirty-eight, having had, indeed, a 
short but not an unhappy hfe. Keziah, the 
remaining sister of Wesley, was, in 1724, only 
fourteen years old. 

Mr. Badcock, in the " Westminster Mag- 
azine," gave a picture of Wesley as he was at 
Oxford in 1724, when he was about twenty- 
one years of age. " He appeared," we are 
told, " the veiy sensible and acute collegian ; 
a young fellow of the finest classical taste, of 
the most liberal and manly sentiments." He 
was at this time a general favourite. But 
having taken his degree, and being in prospect 
of presently taking ©rders, a decided change 
began to come over his tone of thought and 
feeling. He became much more serious and 
thoughtful than he had been, and corresponded 
earnestly both with his father and his mother 
as to the motives which should govern him in 
seeking to take orders; as to the studies 
which he should pursue ; and as to the prin- 
ciples and manner of life which should give 
character to one intending to enter the holy 
ministry. Mr. Tyerman gives the most 
important letters, and enables us to trace 
the formation of Wesley' s principles. Thomas 
a Kempis, Jeremy Taylor, and William Law, 
as he himself has particularly described, were 
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his chief instructors at the first, and for a 
considerable period. The asceticism of the 
first, indeed, was always too sombre for him. 
But, on the whole, he was greatly moulded 
by their influence, and became eventually 
himself an ascetic, with a mystical bias, (due 
partly to Law,) and also an overpowering 
ritualistic tendency, but at all times free from 
sombreness of colouring or moroseness of 
temperament. Against Jeremy Taylor's 
gloomy and morbid teachings as to the 
necessity of perpetual, sorrowful uncertainty 
on the point of the penitent sinner's pardon 
and acceptance, Wesley's cheerful faith and 
good sense revolted from the first. Writing 
to his mother in 1725, he says : " If we dwell 
in Christ, and Christ in us, (which He will 
not do unless we are regenerate,) certainly 
we must be sensible of it. If we can never 
have any certainty of our being in a state of 
salvation, good reason it is that every moment 
should be spent, not in joy, but in fear and 
trembling ; and then, undoubtedly, we are in 
this life of all men most miserable. God 
deliver us from such a fearful expectation as 
this!" There, in 1726, we have already 
settled within Wesley's mind, notwithstanding 
his High-Church indoctrination from the 
writings of Taylor, one of the characteristic 
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doctrines of Methodism, namely, that of a 
present salvation from guilt and fear, through 
the indwelling of Christ. It is true, indeed, 
that as yet Wesley had not the experience 
and knowledge of evangelical faith and life 
which made the foundation of his special 
teaching in after life on the subject of con- 
version and the witness of the Spirit. But 
he had already taken the general position in 
opposition equally to Calvinism and to Carolan 
High Churchmanship indicated in the passage 
just quoted. It is clear, also, from the 
parenthesis, that as yet the modern Anglican 
doctrine of baptismal regeneration had not 
been embraced by him. 

It was from the " Christian's Pattern " of 
Thomas a Kempis, and from Taylor's " Holy 
Living and Dying," that Wesley learned the 
doctrine of entire Christian consecration and 
holiness which afterward developed into the 
Methodist doctrine of " Christian Perfection." 
" I saw," he says in a passage which Mr. 
Tyerman quotes, " that simplicity of intention 
and purity of affection — one design in all we 
speak and do, and one desire ruling all our 
tempers — are indeed the wings of the soul, 
without which she can never ascend to G-od. 
I sought after this from that hour." This 
was in 1726, and the lesson was learned froni 
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the " Pattern." Again, he says, in reference 
to the effect of the " Holy Living and Dying'' — ; 
" Instantly I resolved to dedicate all my life 
to God — all my thoughts, and words, and 
actions — being thoroughly convinced there 
was no medium, but that every part of my 
life (not some only) must either be a sacrifice 
to God or myself, that is, the devil.'* Truly 
does Mr. Tyerman say, after quoting these 
passages, and more than we have cited — 
" Here, then, we have the turning point in 
Wesley's history. It was not until thirteen 
years after this that he received the conscious- 
ness of being saved through faith in Christ ; 
but from this time his whole aim was to serve 
God and his fellow-creatures, and get safe to 
heaven." — Pp. 36, 37. Let it be noted, accord- 
ingly, that 1726 was a great era in Wesley's 
history. Furthermore, in the same year he 
and his mother — that remarkable woman was 
his chief theological tutor — settled between 
them the question of predestination in the sense 
in which Wesley always taught it. As to faith, 
however, Wesley still remained altogether 
beclouded. Faith, with him, at present seems 
to have meant little else than right opinion. 
No wonder, after wandering for so many 
years in the wilderness because misled by this 
natural and prevalent error, that in later life 
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lie waged war so sharply, so continually, so 
resolutely, against this error. As yet he 
had no glimmering of the truth that a true 
Christian faith is strictly personal, is *' of the 
operation of the Holy G-host," is a moral and 
spiritual affection and act, or habit of acting, 
of the highest significance and potency, rooting 
the soul in Christ and God, and including 
within itself implicitly the whole jfiruit of the 
Spirit of God. 

Wesley was ordained deacon in September 
1725, by Bishop Potter, and preached his 
first sermon at South Leigh, a smaU village 
near Witney. In March, 1726, he was elected 
Fellow of Lincoln College. By this time his 
increasing strictness had begun to attract 
attention; but, as yet, no greater reproach 
than that of singular and somewhat excessive 
reUgiousness attached to him in the minds of 
any. No one regarded him as fanatical ; most 
looked upon him with high respect as one of 
the most distinguished and conscientious, one 
of the most accomplished and able, men in the 
University. From the time of his receiving 
the Lincoln fellowship, however, he was to 
enter upon a new stage of his career. He 
himself has told us how he took occasion by 
his change of colleges to give a resolute, 
though not uncourteous, conge to all his 
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former acquaintances who were not as serious 
and as earnest as himself. From this time, 
accordingly, Wesley became a religious 
devotee, although he took no taint of sour- 
ness, and by no means lost all his smart 
pleasantry of speech. He was at this time, 
and indeed all his life, as his circumstances 
permitted, a very hard and very various 
student. Oriental languages, oratory and 
poetry, metaphysics, logic and ethics, as well 
as divinity^ entered into his weekly plan of 
study. Eight months after his election to 
the fellowship he was appointed Greek Lec- 
turer in his college, and Moderator of the 
Classes. His skill and readiness in logic, it is 
well known, were extraordinary. "Leisure 
and I," he said in a letter to his brother 
Samuel, written about this time, " have taken 
leave of one another. I propose to be busy 
as long as I live, if my health is so long 
indulged me. " From the time of his receiving 
his first college-allowances as Fellow, Wesley's 
financial battle was over; and, exercising 
economy as rigid over his personal expenses 
afterward as in his greatest poverty before, he 
was able to assist his brother Samuel in help- 
ing their father, and to be, to the end of his 
life, a benefactor to his family. He never 
saved to enrich himself. The summer after 
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his election he took a sort of holiday, for 
which he had been longing, and for which his 
parents and family had longed not less than 
he. He spent it at Epworth and Wroote, 
acting as his father's curate and pursuing his 
studies. 



CHAPTER III. 

JOHN WESLEY, MISS KIRKHAM, AND 
MBS. PENDAEVES.* 

TN 1727 we catch a very interesting glimpse 
-^ of Wesley's relations with others beyond 
his own family. There resided at Stanton, in 
Gloucestershire, the Rev. Lionel Kirkham. 
This clergyman had (at least) two daughters 
and a son. Of the daughters, one, Sarah, 
had married the Rev. William Capoon, (or 
Chapone,) and remained, as his wife, at 
Stanton. She is often referred to in the 
"Life and Correspondence of Mrs. Delany," 
with whom she was on terms of intimate 
friendship, as a woman of remarkable talent ; 
she appears also to have been very fond of 
theological discussions. Another (or the 
other) daughter, Betty, is referred to in a 
quotation I shall immediately give from a 
family letter. The brother was an intimate 
college friend of Wesley's, and became, a few 
years later, one of the original band ot 
Methodists. Wesley had visited this family, 
and appears to have been a very welcome 
guest there. The brother was evidently very 
anxious that Wesley should become his brother- 

• Afterwards Mrs. Delany. 
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in-law, and Wesley appears to have been 
greatly impressed with the merits and charms 
of Miss Betty. In a letter from young Kirk- 
ham to Wesley, dated February, 3727, and 
which begins, " With familiarity I write, dear 
Jack " — a letter, I must say, so empty, 
although hearty, and so broadly rustic in tone, 
as to surprise us from a friend of Wesley's — 
I find the following passage : — 

" Your most deserving, queer character ; 
your worthy personal accomplishments ; your 
noble endowments of mind ; your little and 
handsome person f and your obliging and 
desirable conversation, have been the pleasing 
subject of our discourse for some pleasant 
hours. You have been often in the thoughts 
of M. B., [Miss Betty,] which I have curiously 
observed, when with her alone, by inward 
smiles and sighs, and abrupt expressions 
concerning you. Shall this suffice ? I caught 
her, this morning, in a humble and devout 
posture on her knees. I am called to read a 
* Spectator ' to my sister Capoon. I long for 
the time when you are to supply father's 
absence. Keep your counsel, and bum this 
when perused," etc. 

It is singular that such a letter as this was 
not burned by Wesley — ^very curious that it 
was preserved for a hundred and forty years 
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before it was published in the "Wesley an 
Times." It opens the way, however, to a 
series of letters of the greatest and most 
curious interest, which reveal Wesley in a 
light altogether new, which show the workings 
of his mind, and even his style of writing, as 
no one could ever have expected to see them, 
utterly contradicting the idea that he was 
wanting in the softer and warmer emotions of 
our nature — an idea which has grown up from 
the singleness with which, for fifty years, he 
devoted himself to the intense practical work 
of an apostle. No greater mistake could there 
be than such an idea ; and if, in his later life, 
there are appearances which seem to lend a 
countenance to it, the reason is that, in pro- 
portion to his natural susceptibility to the 
warm attraction of intimate and fond afiec- 
tions, was the rigidness of watchful suppres- 
sion which he imposed upon his temperament 
when the solemn life-work which Providence 
had assigned to him demanded his undivided 
and unintermitted energies. 

The correspondence to which I refer was 
not, however, between Wesley and Miss Betty 
Kirkham — ^the lady referred to in the extract 
just given — but between Wesley and an 
intimate friend of hers, known for three 
quarters of a century as a woman of high 
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accomplishments and of almost unequalled 
charms and attractions, who moved in the 
best society of the country, and was honoured 
for half a century and more with the intimate 
friendship and confidence of King Greorge III. 
and his Queen. I refer to the famous Mrs. 
Delany, whose history is so well known from 
her " Life and Correspondence," by Lady 
Llanover. 

Mary Granville, afterwards Mrs. Delany, 
was left a widow after her first marriage, early 
in 1725, being then twenty-four years of age. 
Her first husband's name was Pendarves. 
Her mother's house was near Gloucester, not 
far from Stanton, Gloucestershire, where Mr. 
Kirkham lived, and she had become very 
intimate with his daughters. One of these, 
as I have remarked, is often referred to in the 
*^Life and Correspondence" — ^the "sister 
Capoon " of the foregoing extract — mother- 
in-law, in after years, of Mrs. Chapone, whose 
" Letters " were once so well known. The 
other is never once referred to, and does not 
appear to have been known to Lady Llanover, 
although her ladyship was a grand-niece (I 
believe) of Mrs. Delany, or, at all events, a 
descendant of her sister, Anne Granville. 
And yet this other, as appears from the cor- 
respondence to which we have referred, was a 
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most highly- valued friend of Mrs. Pendarves, 
(or Delany,) and a Christian of no ordinary 
character. It seems, indeed, as if ail the 
rehgious correspondence and the religious 
life of this fascinating lady had vanished from 
her "Remains," so completely wanting are 
the traces of this life, at least in the earlier 
portion of it. And yet the evidence is before 
us, that the idol of the Court circle was much 
occupied, at least for considerable intervals, 
with religious thought and feeUng, and that 
between her and John Wesley there was 
carried on a very remarkable correspondence, 
deeply coloured with religion. 

What is more, it is evident that this lady 
succeeded to the place in Wesley's thoughts 
which had been occupied by Miss Betty Kirk- 
ham. The latter he would have married, if 
it had been possible ; but some insurmountable 
obstacle — it may have been a stem parental 
decree, — made such a union impossible. Not 
concealing his deep sorrow at such a barrier 
to his tenderest and most treasured hopes 
from her friend and his new correspondent — 
frankly, indeed, avowing it throughout — 
Wesley would have had the dazzUng, but 
most amiable, widow take her place, if she 
would but have inclined her ear and heart. 
She was evidently not insensible to his merits 
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nor to his admiration. But it was hardly 
likely at any time that she would have 
accepted the position of his wife. At all 
events, after several years of correspondence, 
a long visit to Ireland, with its new scenes, its 
fashionable absorption, its dissipating stimu- 
lants, interrupted the correspondence for 
some time. Then she made an attempt, with 
deep apologies, to renew it ; but Wesley had 
escaped from the pleasing snare, and with 
stately but tender courtesy, in a final letter, 
bowed the charmer out of his circle. 

It was the fashion, in those times, for 
friends to have fictitious names by which to 
address and speak of each other — names often 
borrowed from some romance of the time. 
Mrs. Pendarves' name, with many of her 
friends, was Aspasia ; her sister Anne's was 
Selina. Miss Betty Kirkham's was Varanese. 
John Wesley's, in this correspondence, was 
Cyrus; his brother Charles's was Araspes. 
Lady Llano ver prints letters in her volumes 
which mention Cyrus, but she had no suspi- 
cion that Cyrus was Wesley. What a striking 
mosaic relief would this correspondence have 
introduced into her first volume if she had 
only had the opportunity of printing it. 

I have stated that Varanese was the fancy 
name of Betty Kirkham. As such it appears 
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in the quotations about to be given from the 
correspondence, sometimes being indicated 
under the initial V., sometimes as Var., and 
again as Y^ese. 

This correspondence has never been pub- 
lished in its integrity, but considerable extracts 
from it will be found in the "Wesleyan 
Methodist Magazine " for 1863, at pp. 134 — 
139, and 211 — 217, and Mr. Tyerman has 
printed some portions of it. By the kind- 
ness of my honoured friend, the late Rev. Dr. 
Hoole, I was favoured with the opportunity of 
consulting the whole, and using it for the 
purposes of this publication. 

What strikes one as most remarkable in 
this correspondence is, the variation of char- 
acter which the warm and tender admiration 
for such a woman as Mrs. Pendarves seems 
to work in Wesley. He, of course, had seen 
little of the world. His home was amid the 
uncultured rusticity of Epworth and Wroote. 
At college his means had not allowed him to 
mix with general society before his fellowship, 
and after his fellowship his seriousness had 
prevented his mingling with the fashionable. 
But at Stanton, at his friend Kirkham' s 
home, he had, no doubt, been introduced to 
the Granville family. There he had met with 
Mrs. Pendarves, a brilliant lady of the Court, 
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famUiar with all that rank and fashion could 
display, yet sweet and modest, intelligent 
and inquiring ; as happy in country life as 
if she had never known a Court or shone 
in the assemblies of London ; as if the assembly 
and the opera were altogether strange to her ; 
and, above all, interested and concerned about 
matters of rehgious devotion and duty. It is 
no wonder if the young collegian, with a mind 
open to every charm of refinement and good- 
ness, as well as to every grace of person, was 
altogether dazzled and subdued by such an 
apparition as that of Mrs. Pendarves in 
Stanton. Then she was afiectionately and 
admiringly attached to the lady whom, above 
all others, he had esteemed and admired — ^to 
Betty Kirkham. The result was, that the 
young Oxford fellow, tutor and clergyman, 
linguist and wit, logician and theologian, 
student and devotee, sought and obtained 
permission to become a correspondent of the 
widow ; in this respect more fortunate than 
any other gentleman of whom we have any 
information. But when he undertook to 
write to her, he seems to have been quite 
overset by the quality and accomplishments 
of the person to whom he had undertaken to 
write. In all other correspondence, before as 
well as after this period of his life, Wesley is 
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always clear, neat, and parsimonious of words; 
simple, chaste, and unaffected. In this cor- 
respondence, on the contrary, he is stilted, 
sentimental, I had almost said affected, cer- 
tainly unreal, certainly at times fulsome, when 
he has to speak of the lady herself, or 
attempts to turn a compliment. One almost 
wonders how the lady, who never forgets 
herself, and whose style is always natural 
and proper, was able to bear the style in 
which he addressed her. It is only when 
a question of religious casuistry or of theology, 
of duty or of devotion, is to be dealt with, that 
Wesley is himself again ; then, his style is 
singularly in contrast with what it is in respect 
to points of personality or of sentiment. His 
expressions of regard and admiration are as 
high-flown as if they belonged to a Spanish 
romance ; his discussions are clear and close. 
It is hard to understand how the same man 
could be the writer of all. 

I have said that the correspondence with 
Aspasia (Mrs. Pendarves) grew out of the 
relations between Wesley and Betty Kirkham, 
and that the fancy name of the latter was 
Varanese. This is shown by a letter to 
Wesley from his sister Martha, a sentence of 
which is quoted by Mr. Tyerman, and the 
date of which is five days later than that of 
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the one from Kirkham to Wesley from which 
I have quoted. " When I knew," says she, 
" that yon were just returned from Worcester- 
shire, where, I suppose, you saw your Varan- 
ese, I then ceased to wonder at your silence, 
for the sight of such a woman, * so known, so 
loved,' might well make you forget me." Mr. 
Tyerman, however, for onc6 has fallen short 
in his research as to this case, for he says, 
" Nothing more is known of this incipient 
courtship ; " and also, that " Wesley soon 
became far too much immersed in more serious 
things to have time to think of wooing." 
The correspondence with Aspasia shows that 
on Wesley's side, at least, there was no with- 
drawal from his passion for " Varanese ; " 
that, years afterward, the attachment still 
continued very strong; that it was not his 
fault if it did not lead to a life-long union ; and 
that he could and did find time, in the midst of 
his most engrossing engagements, for a corre- 
spondence with the woman of his choice.* 

♦ In his " Oxford Methodists,*' p. 2, Mr. Tyerman has, in his 
notice of Robert Kirkham, tacitly recognised the truth of what 
is written above. He seems to show that Betsy Kirkham became 
Mrs. Wilson, and died in the summer of 1732. The question with 
which Mrs. Pendarves, in the letter which alludes to her death, 
and which is dated June 28, 1732, closes her reference to her case, 
shows that Mrs. Wilson must have been married some years. I 
should add here that the substance of this chapter was pub- 
lished several years ago in the ** London Quarterly Beview.'* 
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It seems to have been in the summer of 
1730, three years and a half after the date of 
Robert Kirkham' s letter to Wesley about his 
sister, while Mrs. Pendarves was spending 
some months in the country with her mother 
and sister, that Wesley first made her ac- 
quaintance; no doubt, at Stanton, at the 
Kirkhams'. 

Wesley's first letter to her, accompanying 
some MS., which he had promised to send 
her, is dated August 14 of that year, and in 
this he refers to *' his dear Varanese." It 
appears that some correspondence of hers was 
necessary in order to explain the MS., "the 
trifle," which he was sending. In reference 
to this he says : " While I was transcribing 
the letters, these last monuments of the good- 
ness of my dear V., I could not hinder some 
sighs which, between grief and shame, would 
have their way. Not that I was so much 
pained at seeing my utmost efforts outdone by 
another's pen, but I could not, I ought not to, 
be unmoved when I observe how imworthy I 
am of that excellent means of improvement, 
etc. ... I trust so unusual a blessing of 
Providence has not been utterly useless to me. 
To this I owe both the capacity and the 
occasion of feeling that soft emotion with 
which I glow even at the moment when I 
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consider myself as conversing with a kindred 
soul of my V." 

In a later letter (September 14tli) he says, 
" My dear V. informs me you are going yet 
farther from us, but cannot inform me how 
soon." On the 12th of October she, writing 
to him from Gloucester, speaks of " our in- 
imitable dear V.," and longs for her ability 
to write on high and serious subjects. On 
the 19th of November, apologizing for her in- 
frequent writing, she says, " I have not had 
time even to write to V." In a letter dated 
Innocents' Day following, " Cyrus " thus 
significantly expresses himself : " While I am 
reflecting on this, I can't but often observe 
with pleasure the great resemblance between 
the emotion I then feel and that with which 
my heart frequently overflowed in thebeginning 
of my intercourse with our dear V. Yet is 
there a sort of soft melancholy mixed with it, 
when I perceive that I am making another 
avenue for grief — ^that I am laying open another 
part of my soul, at which the arrows of fortune 
may enter." There follows much more soft 
meandering around the same subject, and to 
a similar efiect. 

On the 11th January following he refers 
again to the advantage he has enjoyed in ** the 
friendship of our V." Under date April 4, 
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following, Aspasia refers to " dear V./' and 
to being " denied the happiness and advantage 
of conversing with such a fiiend." And, a 
few days later, Cyrus, after referring to " dear 
v.," adds, most suggestively, " Why it is that 
I am not allowed a stricter intercourse with 
such a friend is a question I could never fully 
answer but by another : why is my intercourse 
with such a friend as Aspasia or Selina 
allowed ? " Selina, I remark in passing, here 
as elsewhere in the correspondence, is deco- 
rously joinedin society with Aspasia, as Araspes 
is with Cyrus.* But this is a very transparent 
artifice of correspondence. So he desires, in 
another letter, to " shelter himself under the 
protection of V., and Aspasia and Selina." 
In the early summer of 1731, Wesley met V., 
somewhere on a visit, probably at Stanton, 
where he may have been over fi:*om Oxford 
*' doing duty." He writes in regard to this 
visit to Aspasia as follows : " You will easily 
judge whether the remembrance of Aspasia 
made that entertainment in particular less 
agreeable which I enjoyed last week in the 

♦ For example : " The esteem of Araspes as well as Cyrus 
must ever attend both Aspasia and Selina.'* This is a P.S. to & 
letter from Cyrus. So the lady closes one of her letters thus ; 
** Araspes may justly claim our service and esteem. Selina joins 
with Aspasia in being to Cyrus a 

"Faithful and Obliged Friend." 
F 
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almost Tininterrupted conversation of dear 
V. ^* On this spot she sat," "along this 
path she walked," "here she showed that 
lovely instance of condescension," were reflect- 
tions which, though extremely obvious, could 
not but be equally pleasing, and gave a new 
degree of beauty to the charming arbour, the 
fields, the meadows, and Horrel (?) itself." 
In her reply, she says : "I will not say I 
envied either Va. or Cyrus those moments 
they passed together ; but happy should I 
have been to have shared them with you. 
How I please myself with the thought that 
I was not quite forgot at that interview. 
Perhaps I was wished for." In one place the 
passionate rehgious fervour of "Varanese" 
is shown by some words which Wesley quotes 
from her. " I do not wonder," he says, "that 
Aspasia is thus minded, any more than I did 
at the temper of dear V®^®' under the sharpest 
pain that an embodied spirit can know. You 
will easily take knowledge of those words, if 
you have not heard them before : ^ When I 
was in the greatest of my pains, if my strength 
would have allowed, I would gladly have run 
out into the streets to warn all I met that 
they should save themselves from pain sharper 
than mine.' " * 

♦ From several references in the letters, it would appear that 
"VaraneBe was bj no means an habitual sufferer from illness or 
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Mrs. Pendarves was three years older than 
Wesley, and was, it is evident enough, 
regarded by her country friends as a sort of 
superior being. When she allowed the corre- 
spondence to begin, she probably had no idea 
that any warm affections would be stirred in 
the course of it. Wesley's earliest effusions, 
however, must have excited in her some 
suspicion as to how matters might turn ; and, 
before the correspondence came to an end, it 
would seem that a tone of decidedly warmer, 
more natural, and more confidential fi:iendship 
gave character to her letters. Her own 
religious sensibilities, besides, were more 
awakened ; and, as she became more earnest 
and confidential, the power of Wesley's writing 
greatly grew. There can be no doubt that he 
did at one time cherish the aspiration that 
Mrs. Pendarves might join her lot with his. 
Her second husband was an Irish dean and 
divine, neither so well-born and bred nor so 
distinguished or useful a man as Wesley. 
But Wesley, wedded in 1732 to Mrs. Pen- 
darves, might have become a very different 
man from what he did become. The follow-* 

pain, but enjoyed good ordinary health. The date of the letter 
last quoted is July 24th, 1731. A year later the lady — then, and 
also at the date of the letter quoted, Mrs. Wilson — had died 
altogether unexpectedly. 

f2 
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ing passage in a long letter of Wesley's, dated 
July 24, 1731, is the nearest approach to a 
proposal of marriage contained in this corre- 
spondence. One broad hint has been quoted 
already. 

" Is it no hurt to rob you of your time, 
for which there is no equivalent but eternity ? 
on the use of every moment of which more 
than a world depends ? to turn your very 
sweetness of temper against you ? on this very 
account to encroach on you with so much 
cruelty ? to force you to stand still so many 
hours, when you are most ardent to press 
forward ? nay, to strike whole days out of 
your existence, while He that sitteth in heaven 
sees that all the kingdoms he hath made are 
vile compared to the worth of one particle of 
them ! God, hath thy wisdom prepared a 
remedy for every evil under the sun ? and is 
there none for this? Must Aspasia ever 
submit to this insupportable misfortune? 
Every time a gay wretch wants to trifle away 
part of that invaluable treasure which Thou 
hast lent him, shall he force away a part of 
hers too ? tear another star from her crown 
of glory ? 0, 'tis too much indeed ! Surely 
there is a way to escape ; the God whom you 
serve point it out to you !" 

This was certainly opening the way skiU- 
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fully and clearly for future advances, if due 
responsiveness had been shown by the lady. 
Her next letter, like the one preceding, is 
warmly kind and religiously earnest, by no 
means likely to discourage her correspondent. 
The one following, dated August 26, was 
written just on the eve of her journey ard 
voyage to Ireland, and is still very kind, 
although, in the postscript, a stringent injunc- 
tion is given, not the first she had given of 
the same kind in her postscripts, that all her 
letters should be burned, and that Cyrus 
should make use of no epithet before her 
name. This letter Wesley answered at length 
(Sfeptember 28,) but received no reply. It 
can hardly be doubted that he wrote other 
letters afterwards not contained in this series, 
for he often wrote two letters for her one ; 
and he was the more likely to do so as she . 
was in Ireland, and as the direction in her 
last had been, " When you write to me, which 
I hope will be soon, direct your letter to my 
sister at Gloucester, and she will take care to 
convey it to me." But he stiU received no 
reply, though many months had passed away. 
Writing to her sister from Dublin the following 
spring, (March 11,) when nearly six months 
had passed away, she says : 

" Cyrus by this time has blotted me out 
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of his memory ; or, if he does remember me, 
it can only be to reproach me. What can I 
say for myself? What can I indeed say to 
my self y that have neglected so extraordinary a 
correspondent ? I only am the sufferer, but 
I should be very sorry to have him think my 
silence proceeded from negligence. I declare 
'tis want of time ! Then there's poor Sally,* 
too, who I think of every day, but cannot find 
a moment to tell her so ; though soon I will 
endeavour to acquit myself in a proper manner 
to them both. I can't put myself into better 
hands for making an excuse for me than 
yours, "t 

Precisely twelve months later, in another 
letter to her sister, still from Ireland, she thus 
writes : 

"As for the ridicule Cyrus has been 
exposed to, I do not at all wonder at it. 
Religion in its plainest dress suffers daily 
from the insolence and ignorance of the world ; 
then how should that p^son escape who dares 
to appear openly in its cause ? He will meet 
with all the mortification such rebels are able 
to give, which can be no other than that of 
finding them wilfully blinding themselves, and 
running headlong into the gulf of perdition — 

* Mrs. Chapone. 
t Mrs. Delany's " Life and Correspondence," vol. i. p. 343. 
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a melanclioly prospect for the honest-hearted 
man who earnestly desires the salvation of his 
fellow-creatures . " * 

It was not, however, till the summer of 
1734, after an interval of nearly three years, 
that Mrs. Pendarves found time to write to 
her Oxford friend. By this time she had 
returned to England. Her first words indi- 
cate the feeling of the letter : "I never began 
a letter with so much confusion to anybody as 
I do this to Cyrus.'' Her apologies are deep, 
and no doubt sincere. She had " at last 
broken through " the shame and reluctance to 
write which her long delay and neglect had 
produced, and was ready to " suffer any 
reproach rather than lose the advantage of 
Cyrus's friendship." Things, however, had 
gone too far; and the Cyrus of 1734 was a 
man of stronger character and more experience 
as well as of wider influence and of higher 
position as a spiritual teacher and leader, than 
the Cyrus of 1731. He will not renew the 
correspondence, and it may be doubted 
whether Cyrus and Aspasia ever met again.f 
His voyage to America soon intervened, and 
the whole colour of his life was completely 
changed. 

* Mrs. Delany's "Life and Correspondence," volume i. page 
410. 

t Ihid,, p. 175. 
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The contrast between the beginning and 
the end of this correspondence is striking, and 
suggests that a great development had in the 
meantime taken place in Wesley's character. 
The first letter of all bears the signature 
" J. W./' and begins with the formal 
" Madam " of the time. It is tolerably senti- 
mental and high-flown ; but it is nothing to 
the second, which is addressed to " Aspasia,'* 
and which properly begins the Cyrus and 
Aspasia series. We transcribe a part of it, 
observing only that it is in reply to one from 
Aspasia, in which she acknowledged the MS. 
and letters he had sent her with his first. 
First he thanks her in elaborate circumlocution 
for her letter to him — a letter complimentary 
indeed, but destitute of any real matter or 
genuine thought whatever — and then pro- 
ceeds : — 

" It convinces me that it was possible I 
should enjoy a higher pleasure than even your 
conversation gave me. If your understanding 
could not appear in stronger light than when 
it brightened the dear hiU, the fields, the 
arbour, I am now forced to confess your 
temper could. You even then showed but 
half your goodness. 

" I spent some very agreeable moments 
last night in musing on this delightful subject, 
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and thinking to how little disadvantage 
Aspasia or Selina would have appeared even 
in that faint light which the moon, glimmering 
through the trees, poured on that part of our 
garden in which I was walking. How little 
would the eye of the mind that surveyed them 
have missed the absent sun ! What darkness 
could have obscured gentleness, courtesy, 
humility — could have shaded the image of 
God ! Sure none but that which shall never 
dare to approach them ; none but vice, which 
shall ever be far away ! " 

Such compliments as these are singularly 
elaborate, and cumbrous, and obscure; but 
yet John Wesley, the master of simple manli- 
ness of style, wrote this and much more, in 
the following letters, not inferior in its kind. 
Such was Wesley in 1730 and 1731, as a 
" squire of dames," and, in particular, as the 
fascinated admirer of Mrs. Pendarves. In 
one place he even goes so far as to place his 
orthodoxy in question when paying his exces- 
sive tribute to this lady. " Though," he says, 
"I would fain be nearer you, though I do 
what I can (I fear not always) to overtake 
you, yet so hard is it to lay aside every 
weight — these follies do so easily beset me — 
that I find it will not be — the penitent cannot 
avoid being left behind by the innocent ! " 



74 THE LIVING WESLEY. 

The date of this notable sentiment is July 24, 
1731, twelve months after the first acquaint- 
ance. It occurs in a long, earnest, religious, 
and, on the whole, impressive letter. The 
following sentiments in an earlier letter 
(October 24, 1730,) also appear to be very 
curious in an Oxford clergyman and fellow 
— an Oxford tutor and religious leader: — 

"What the advantage of being present 
with you must be, may be easily conceived 
from what you do even when absent. To 
your good wishes I can't but, in a great 
measure, impute it that we should exactly find 
our way through a country in which we were 
utter strangers, and for some miles without 
either human creature or day or moon or stars 
to direct us. By so many ties of interest, as 
well as gratitude, am I obliged, whether 
present or absent, to be. Madam, your most 
obliged and most obedient servant.'' 

Such was the style in which Wesley had 
paid his epistolary court to Mrs. Pendarves. 
Of course there was more substantial matter 
than such as I have quoted. Some of the 
letters discuss at length questions of religious 
duty and religious experience, and there is 
not a little earnest religious exhortation. But 
yet such writing as I have lately quoted 
occupies a large space in this correspondence. 
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The letter written by Wesley in 1734, in reply 
to Mrs. Pendarves' letter of profound apology, 
shows a higher style of writing, and much 
more dignity of character. 

" Alas, Aspasia ! " he rejoins, " are you 
indeed convinced that I can be of any service 
to you ? I fear you have not sufficient ground 
for such a conviction. Experience has shown 
how much my power is short of my will. 
For some time I flattered myself with the 
pleasing hope ; but I grew more and more 
ashamed of having indulged it. You need 
not the support of so weak a hand. How can 
I possibly think you do, (though that thought 
tries now and then to intrude itself still) since 
you have so long and resolutely thrust it from 
you ? I dare not, therefore, blame you for so 
doing. Doubtless you acted upon cool reflec- 
tion. You declined the trouble of writing, 
not because it was a trouble, but because it 
was a needless one. And if so, what injury 
have you done yourself ? As for me, you do 
me no injury by your silence. It did, indeed, 
deprive me of much pleasure, and of a pleasure 
from which I ought to have received much 
improvement. But still, as it was one I had 
no title to but your goodness, to withdraw it 
was no injustice. I sincerely thank you for 
what is past ; and may the God of my salva- 
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tion return it sevenfold into your bosom ! 
And if ever you should please to add to those 
thousand obligations any new ones, I trust 
they shall neither be unrewarded by Him nor 
unworthily received by Aspasia's faithftJ friend 
and servant, Cyrus. — ^Araspes, too, hopes you 
will never have reason to tax him with ingra- 
titude. Adieu ! " 

Mr. Tyerman (as I have intimated) misses 
the full meaning of this interesting and sug- 
gestive episode in Wesley's life. He quotes 
indeed, Aspasia's first letter in full, as 
published in the "Wesleyan Times" in 1866; 
and he adds the interesting fact that on the 
fly-leaf of that letter Selina added a P.S., 
informing Wesley that her sister was about to 
visit Bath, and intimating to him that he had 
best write to her to ascertain her movements ; 
telling him also that Varanese had sent him a 
letter by the carrier a fortnight before, and 
wished to know whether it had come safe to 
hand. But he quite misinterprets the latter 
part of the letter from Aspasia. Aspasia 
writes : " If you have any affairs that call you 
to Gloucester, don't forget that you have two 
pupils who are desirous of improving their 
understanding, and that friendship has already 
taught them to be, sir, your most sincere, 
liumble servants. My companion joins me in 
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all I have said, as well as in service to 
Araspes." The " companion," Mr. Tyerman 
says, was probably Mrs. Granville, (with whom 
also Wesley corresponded,)* or Sarah Eark- 
ham. But there is no evidence that Wesley 
had any particular friendship with Sarah 
Kirkham, who had, indeed, for years, been 
Mrs. Capon, Capoon, or Chapone, and Mrs. 
Granville is clearly out of the question. The 
" companion " is evidently the other " pupil," 
and that other was "Aspasia's" sister 
'' SeUna." 

I have dwelt thus at length upon this 
correspondence, not merely because of the 
curious interest which attaches to the letters, 
• but because they reveal a background of 
natural character which enables us to see in 
a much truer light the matured, and in good 
part transformed, Wesley of later years. It 
reveals to us the extreme natural susceptibility 
of Wesley to whatever was graceful and 
amiable in woman, especially if united to 
mental vigour and moral excellence. He had 
been brought up in the society of clever and 
virtuous wmoen, his sisters ; and it seems as 
if he could at no time of his hfe dispense with 

* Mrs. Delany's " Life and Correspondence," vol. i. p. 269. 
The date of the one letter to Mrs, Granville, of which we have 
any knowledge, is •* Lincoln College, Decetaber 12, 1730." 
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the exquisite and stimulating pleasure which 
he found in female society and correspondence. 
He was naturally a woman- worshipper — at 
least, a worshipper of such women. An 
almost reverent courtesy, a warm but pure 
affection, a delicate but close familiarity, 
marked through life his relations with the 
good and gifted women — -gifted they were, 
for the most part — ^with whom he maintained 
fiiendship and correspondence. If Miss 
Wedgwood had been aware of this fact, 
her estimate of Wesley's character would have 
been different at some points from that which 
she has given to the world. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Wesley's theological views and eeligious 
character at oxford, 1731 1735, 

T MUST not pass away from the subject of 
"^ Mr. Wesley's correspondence with Mrs. 
Pendarves without saying a few words as to 
the light which the letters throw upon the 
stage of development at which Wesley had 
arrived in his doctrinal views at the time 
(1730 — 1731) when they were written. As 
we have only, besides, a somewhat insignifi- 
cant sermon or two of this period from which 
to draw our inferences, they are, in this point 
of view, very welcome to the student of 
Wesley's character in its whole unfolding. 

I may say, then, in general, that the 
theology of these letters is utterly unevan- 
gelical. There is in them very little savour of 
Christ's presence ; there is absolutely nothing 
of the righteousness of faith. The way to 
holiness and happiness is the use of the 
"instituted" means; all these should be 
continually used — used to the full— because 
the more means are made use of, the 
more grace must needs come to the teach- 
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able and humble Christian who uses them. 
But of Christ and of faith there is nothing. 
A servile legalism — a plodding rituaUsm, 
which the performer must have continually 
felt to be in danger of degenerating into 
perfimctoriness — constitutes the whole " way 
of salvation." Aspasia mentions a case of 
religious distress in a female friend of hers. 
Wesley recommends the diligent use of all the 
means of grace — ^the " instituted " means — as 
a remedy for her state. Aspasia rejoins that 
she had akeady tried these and was none the 
better, but rather the worse. Her spiritual 
adviser had no genuine remedy to prescribe 
for such a case as this. He was a " miserable 
comforter" and an ignorant physician. 
Cases of casuistry as to Sunday employments 
and some other matters Wesley discussed, and 
more or less resolved with no little skill. 
His view of rehgious consecration, too, was 
high. But of evangelical faith and experience 
he knew nothing. Further evidence as to 
Wesley's theological views at this period of 
his hfe is afforded by several sermons which, 
although not printed at the time, were printed 
many years afterwards, at various iimes, in 
the ** Methodist Magazine," and of which 
some account is given by Mr. Tyerman. 
From these it appears that Wesley taught 
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between 1731 and 1734 .a high doctrine of 
Christian holiness, both active and passive ; 
that he taught the duty of at least weekly, if 
not also, when circumstances allowed, of daily 
communion ; and that he taught the duty of 
confession as apreparation for the Communion ; 
that he also would have had the wine in the 
Holy Communion mixed with water ; but that 
he did not entertain any such view respecting 
the real and corporeal presence, in or under the 
sacramental elements, of the Incarnate Christ, 
whether by transubstantiation or consubstan- 
tiation, as is now taught by high Anglicans. 
On the point of confession, Mr. Tyerman 
quotes a very racy passage from a letter of 
Wesley's elder sister Emily, to whose love for 
her brother I have already referred : — 

" To lay open the state of my soul to you, 
or any of our clergy, is what I have no incli- 
nation to do at present ; and I believe I never 
shall. I shall not put my conscience under 
the direction of mortal man frail as myself. 
To my own Master I stand or fall. Kay, I 
scruple not to say that all such desire in you 
or any other ecclesiastic seems to me like 
Church tyranny, and assuming to yourselves 
a dominion over your fellow-creatures which 
was never designed you by God. ... I 
ftirther own that I do not hold frequent com- 

Q 
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munion necessary to salvation, nor a means of 
Christian perfection. But do not mistake my 
meaning : I only think communing every 
Sunday, or very frequently, lessens our vener- 
ation for that sacred ordinance, and, conse- 
quently, our profiting by it."* 

There speaks out the keen, strong sense of 
the eldest of the Wesley sisters, couched in 
the admirable English, pure, clear, and strong, 
which the whole family- seem to have caught 
from their mother. Emily would not make a 
father-confessor of her younger brother or of 
any man. She had not only Puritan blood in 
her veins, but some of the Puritan spirit for 
her inheritance. Wesley himself, in a passage 
quoted by his biographer, has truly pointed 
out what were the essential defects of his theo- 
logy and his preaching from 1725 onward, so 
long as he remained at Oxford : " From the 
year 1725 to 1729 I preached much, but saw 
no fruit of my labour. Indeed, it could not 
be that I should ; for I neither laid the foun- 
dation of repentance nor of preaching the 
Gospel, taking it for granted that all to whom 
I preached were believers, and that many 
of them needed no repentance. From the 
year 1729 to 1734, laying a deeper foundation 
of repentance, I saw a little fi:Tiit. But it was 

♦ " Tyennan,** toI i. page 94. 
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only a little : and no wonder : for I did not 
preach faith in the blood of the covenant/'* 

Wesley, indeed, went to consult a new 
teacher, and entered upon a new phase in the 
formation of his theological views, in 1732 ; 
but the new teacher was not likely to enlighten 
his darkness on the points to which I have 
referred. He visited William Law in the 
year named, and, on his recommendation, read 
the " Theologia Germanica," Tauler's works, 
and other mystic writings. Thus was mystic- 
ism grafted on High-Churchmanship. Under 
the influence of Law, Wesley seems to have 
continued until after he went to America. It 
was in 1 726 that Law published his " Christian 
Perfection " and " Serious Call ; " and it must 
have been about the year 1728 or 1729 that 
Wesley first read these fine devotional and 
practical books ; it was certainly before 1730.t 
When, in 1732, Wesley visited Law, the latter 
had just begun to be a student of the mystical 
writers. It appears to have been about two 
years later that Law entered upon his course of 
decided deterioration and increasing confusion 
by becoming addicted to the study of Behmen. 

In one respect, Law's influence was antago- 
nistic to the errors of extemalism — the servile 

♦ " Wesley's Works, vol. viii. p. 450. 
t Wesley's " Works," vol. iii. p. 71. 
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devotion to means and rites — ^in which Wesley 
had been ensnared. " A contemplative man," 
says Wesley, meaning, by this contemplative 
man, his instructor Law, " convinced me, still 
more than I was convinced before, that out- 
ward works are nothing, being alone ; and, in 
several conversations, instructed me how to 
pursue inward holiness, or a union of the 
soul with God." Nevertheless, the essential 
self-righteousness of mysticism, its real 
self-involution, its Christless and unevan- 
gehcal character, are well shown by Weslqy 
in his criticism of Law's teaching, which 
immediately follows what we have just 
quoted. After saying that Law's teachings, 
in reality, went to discourage him from doing 
outward works at all, (as is the inevitable 
tendency of all mysticism,) he adds: '^He 
recommended (to supply what was wanting 
in them) mental prayer and the like exercises, 
as the most effectual means of purifying the 
soul and uniting it with God. Now these 
were, in truth, as much my own works as 
visiting the sick or clothing the naked ; and 
the union with God, thus pursued, was as 
really my own righteousness as any I had 
before pursued under another name."* 

* "Works," vol. iii. p. 72. 
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Law's semi-mysticism, however, was at 
least, under Providence, one means of deliver- 
ing Wesley from the excessive traditionalism 
in which he had been entangled. 

" I had,'' he himself says, " bent the bow 
too far in that direction, by making antiquity 
a co-ordinate, rather than a subordinate, rule 
with Scripture ; by admitting several doubtful 
widtings ; by extending antiquity too far ; by 
believing more practices to have been universal 
in the ancient Church than ever were so ; by 
not considering that the decrees of a pro- 
vincial synod could bind only that province, 
and the decrees of a general synod only those 
provinces whose representatives met therein ; 
that most of those decrees were adapted to 
particular times and occasions, and conse- 
quently, when those occasions ceased, must 
cease to bind even those provinces/' " These 
considerations," Wesley adds, " insensibly, 
stole upon me as I grew acquainted with the 
mystic writers, whose noble descriptions of 
union with God, and internal religion, made 
everything else appear mean, flat, and insipid. 
But, in truth, they make good works appear 
so too."* 

When and how Wesley was brought finally 
to abandon mysticism does not appear to be 

♦ " Southey'g Wesley," voL i. page 94, 
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determinable with precision; but it would 
seem to have been during, or soon after, his 
voyage to Georgia. For some year or two 
previously, his opinions and practices must 
have been a singular amalgam of High-Church 
ritualism and of mysticism, in which the 
contemplative tendency and the. strenuous 
and incessant devotion to rites or means and 
** good works," as the necessary vehicles and 
exercise of holiness, united in an asceticism 
at once severe and suave. Eapt abstraction, 
continual inward prayer, frequent ejaculations, 
constant attendance at prayers, (notwith- 
standing some temptations to omit the duty 
as merely an outward work,) daily communion, 
unceasing works of charity, and, in the inter- 
vals, close study in many branches of learning, 
Enghsh and foreign, but especially theology 
and ecclesiastical history and literature, would 
seem to have made up the life, from day to 
day, of Wesley and those original Methodists 
who placed themselves under his guidance. 

"In this refined way," he says, "of 
trusting to my own works and my own 
righteousness, (so zealously inculcated by the 
mystic writers,) I dragged on heavily, finding 
no comfort or help therein, till the time of my 
leaving England," in 1735. Some change, 
however, seems to have begun on shipboard, 
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where, he says, " I was again active in out- 
ward works." He also learned much from 
his Moravian companions on the voyage, 
although, he says, " I understood it not at 
the first ; I was too learned and too wise." 
Nevertheless, he was more or less under the 
old influences all the time he remained in 
Georgia. " All the time I was at Savannah," 
he says, *' I was thus beating the air. I 
continued preaching, and following after, and 
trusting in, that righteousness whereby no 
flesh can be justified."* 

In the other account we have from his 
own pen, written on his return to England, 
of the experiences through which he had 
passed, he describes his state during these 
years, and his deliverance from it, as 
follows : 

" Though I could never fully come into 
this," (the quietness of mysticism,) " nor 
contentedly omit what God enjoined, yet, I 
know not how, I fluctuated between obedience 
and disobedience. I had no heart, no vigour, 
no zeal in obeying, continually doubting 
whether 1 was right or wrong, and never out 
of perplexities and entanglements. Nor can 
I at this hour give a distinct account how I 
came back a little toward the right way ; only 

♦ "Works," vol. iii. p. 72. 
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my present sense is this — all the other 
enemies of Christianity are triflers ; the 
mystics* are the most dangerous ; they stab 
it in the vitals, and its most serious professors 
are most likely to fall by them/'t 

So Wesley wrote in the beginning of 1738, 
on his return from America. What has now 
been shown is the interior viewof his character 
and experience. I shall proceed to give a 
view of him as seen from the exterior by an 
intimate and gifted Christian friend. 

But I must first recapitulate a few dates 
and facts, as mementos of an often- told history 
of which the interesting and instructive details 
are very fully given by Mr. Tyerman. 

During Wesley's absence from college in 
1727, while he was serving his father's rec- 

♦ On November 23, 1736, twelve months after Ms leaving 
England, Wesley wrote a letter to his brother Samuel, in which 
he gives an admirable scheme (in brief) of the mystic doctrines, 
and asks his brother's " thoughts " upon them. It would appear 
that, at that time, he had but lately made his escape from these 
subtleties, which, though Mr. Tyerman speaks of them as 
** mystified balderdash," have led astray many hearts and minds 
of the finest quality. " I think," he says, in introducing the 
subject to his brother, " the rock on which I had the nearest 
made shipwreck of the faith was the writings of the mystics ; 
under which term I comprehend all, and only those, who slight 
any of the means of grace." It is evident, also, from the style 
of his earnest application to his brother, that, even as he wrote 
them, he felt the power of the mystic spell.— rycrwiaw vol. 1. 
p. 133. 

t " Southey'8 Wesley," vol. i. p. 112. 
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tory of Wroote, his brother Charles (then at 
Christ Church) had become serious, and he 
and a few serious undergraduates began to 
meet and consort together. This company 
it was which, in the absence of John, was first 
nicknamed variously as Sacramentarians, 
Bible Bigots, Bible Moths, the Holy or the 
Godly Club, and, finally, Methodists. Re- 
turning to Oxford in November, 1729, at the 
request of the authorities, to become a college 
tutor, John Wesley was immediately placed 
at the head of this company, being styled the 
Father of the Holy Club. Whitefield, Hervey, 
Eobert Kirkham, and poor Morgan, who died 
so soon, were among the earliest members of 
this society.* Mr.' Gambold also, afterwards 
a Moravian bishop, a man both of deep piety 
and of fine poetic genius, became a member 
of it. The best picture extant of what Wesley 
was at this time, the view to which I have 
referred above, is that delineated by Gambold 
after Wesley had sailed to Georgia. It was 
given in a letter addressed to a member of 
Wesley's family. After stating how he became 
acquainted with Charles Wesley, how Charles 
Wesley took him to his brother, the profound 
deference and unbounded and tender affection 

* For an exhaustive account of all the original Methodists, 
see Tyerman's *' Oxford MethodistB." 
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which Charles ever showed toward John, the 
part which Mr. Morgan had in suggesting the 
society out of which Methodism arose, and 
that the two Wesleys and Morgan were the 
first members of that society, Gambold fiirther 
proceeds : — 

" Mr. John Wesley was always the chief 
manager, for which he was very fit. For he 
had not only more learning and experience 
than the rest, but he was blessed with such 
activity as to be always gaining ground, and 
such steadiness that he lost none ; what pro- 
posals he made to any were sure to alarm 
them, because he was so much in earnest; 
nor could they afterward slight them, because 
they saw him always the same. What sup- 
ported this uniform vigour was the care he 
took to consider well of every affair before he 
engaged in it, making all his decisions in the 
fear of God, without passion, humour, or self- 
confidence; for though he had naturally a 
very clear apprehension, yet his exact prudence 
depended more on honesty and singleness of 
heart. To this I may add that he had, I 
think, something of authority in his counte- 
nance. Yet he never assumed any to himself 
above his companions ; any of them might 
speak their mind, and their wishes were as 
strictly regarded by him as his were by them. 
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. . . They took great pains with the younger 
members of the University, to rescue them 
from bad company, and to encourage them in 
a sober, studious life. When they had some 
interest with any such, they would get them 
to breakfast, and over a dish of tea endeavour 
to fasten some good hint upon them ; they 
would bring them acquainted with other well- 
disposed young men ; they would help them 
in those parts of learning which they stuck at ; 
they would close with their best sentiments, 
drive home their convictions, give them rules 
of piety when they could receive them, and 
watch over them with great tenderness. 

After describing their works of Christian 
love and zeal, especially in visiting the prisons 
and dealing with the prisoners, in instructing 
poor, ignorant children and relieving the 
poor, their fasting twice weekly, and their 
weekly communion, Mr. Gambold proceeds : — 

"They seldom took any notice of the 
accusations brought against them; but if 
they made any reply, it was commonly such 
a plain and simple one, as if there was nothing 
more in the case, but that they had just heard 
some doctrines of their Saviour, and had 

believed and done accordingly He 

thought prayer to We more his business than 
anything else, and I have often seen him come 



92 THE LIVING WESLEY. 

out of his closet with a serenity that was 
next to shining ; it discovered where he had 
been, and gave me double hope of receiving 
wise direction in the matter about which I 
came to consult him. . . . He used many 
arts to be religious, but none to seem so; 
with a soul always upon the stretch, and a 
most transparent sincerity, he addicted himself 
to every good word and work. . . . He is 
now gone to Georgia as a missionary. . . . 
A family picture of him his relations may be 
allowed to keep by them. And this is the 
idea of Mr. Wesley which I cherish for the 
service of my own soul^ and which I take the 
liberty likewise to deposit with you.*'* 

Such was Wesley, the Oxford Methodist. 



♦ Part of this letter was quoted in Whitehead's "Life of 
Wesley." Dr. Hoole had, and allowed me to use, a copy of the 
original transcribed from the short-hand. 



CHAPTER V. 

WESLEY IN^ GEOBGIA — ^HIS RELATIONS WITH MISS 
HOPKEY. 

"T MUST bring this part of my study to a 
close by a brief reference to Wesley's 
Georgian History of two years and four 
months from the time of his leaving till the 
time of his returning to this country, his 
departure on his voyage being from Gravesend, 
on October 21, 1735, his return to Deal on 
February 1, 1738. Of the voyage home and 
back I shall say nothing at this time ; al- 
though the outward voyage, in the course of 
which Wesley was introduced for the first 
time into Moravian fellowship, produced, as 
all the world knows, a critical effect in the 
development of his views and character, and 
led on to the connection with Bohler, which 
was the means of working in him so profound 
and far-reaching a change of spirit and princi- 
ples. The chief matter of general human 
interest in Wesley's Georgian history was his 
disappointment in love with Miss Sophia 
Hopkey, the niece of Mr. Causton, the magis- 
trate of the colony. Into this, however, I 
shall not go in detail, because the story is 
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well known, and Mr. Tyerman has told all 
about it very plainly, and more fully than it 
was ever told before. There is one point, 
however, as to which I must say a few words. 
Henry Moore, in his " Life of Wesley,*' has a 
version of one part of this affair, which he 
professes to have learned from Wesley himself 
in full distinctness, and according to which 
Wesley never actually proposed marriage to 
Miss Hopkey. Mr. Tyerman most uncere- 
moniously discredits this version as wholly 
unworthy of reliance, and as "painfully 
ludicrous." I confess that I cannot accept 
this " short and easy method " of deaUng 
with Moore's testimony as to Wesley's own 
account. I think a Httle considerate attention 
given to the matter would have prevented 
Mr. Tyerman from making so unceremo- 
nious an attack on the credit of either 
John Wesley or Henry Moore, and have 
shown him that there is really no contradiction 
between the sentences which he quotes from 
Wesley's private Diary and the statement of 
Henry Moore. I should weave the two 
accounts into one consistent statement in 
some such way as follows : — 

The young chaplain and " ordinary " of 
the province of Georgia — a clergyman and a 
gentleman, and withal a man of handsome 
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personal appearance, notwithstanding his 
smallness of stature — comes to Savannah, 
Who so likely as he to attract the attention 
of the magistrate's niece, resident in the 
magistrate's family? Was he not, next to 
Governor Oglethorpe, the best gentleman in 
the colony, and in influence, after the governor, 
only second to her uncle, the magistrate ? 
From the first, she makes him her mark. He 
has a long and dangerous illness ; she waits 
upon h:*m continually, night and day. He 
has special and dainty taste in dress ; the 
Horatian " simplex munditiis " expresses his 
standard of propriety and grace, regarding the 
matter either as a gentleman or a Christian ; 
simplicity becomes accordingly her law, and 
she appears in plain, but graceful, white before 
him continually. He is a devotee, and she 
becomes devout. She wins the minister's 
heart by her regular attendance at his early 
morning service, and by taking to light 
suppers and early hours at night under his 
advice. She becomes his penitent, and re- 
pairs to him when proposing to take the 
Communion, Quid multa ? We know how 
unsuspicious and how susceptible to feminine 
attraction and charm Wesley was ; here was 
all that he could desire, the very " hand- 
maiden of the Lord." Wesley is deeply in 
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love. Meantime, others have clearer eyes 
than the fascinated chaplain ; something is 
known of Miss Hopkey's inner woman ; she 
has, in effect, courted the minister, and he is 
about to fall under the arts of an attractive, 
but unsuitable, woman. Delamotte, his 
brother collegian and brother Methodist, his 
companion and fiiend, gives a word of warning 
to Wesley. Delamotte also lays the matter 
before the Moravian elders, a venerable body 
in the eyes of the teachable and single-minded 
chaplain. These express their judgment that 
his marriage with this lady would be against 
the will of God. Wesley, overawed, says, 
" The will of the Lord be done," and goes 
away convinced, for the time at least, that it 
would be wrong in him to prosecute this 
connection any further. 

In all this I can see nothing but what is 
perfectly natural under the circumstances; 
especially considering how Wesley was accus- 
tomed, at that time and for years afterward, 
to defer to what he regarded as the deter- 
minations of Providence, sometimes given in 
the way of impressions, and sometimes of the 
lot, and still more to the combined judgment 
and conclusion of wise and good men. He 
had been accustomed to act in this spirit at 
Oxford, and to instruct others to do the like. 
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I conceive that what followed was prob- 
ably something like this. Wesley became 
more constrained in his manner, and inter- 
mitted his attentions. Miss Hopkey hears 
some rumour of consultations with Moravians 
touching her affair. She discovers, at the 
same time, that Wesley's ritualistic require- 
ments are somewhat too severe for her taste 
and powers. Another admirer is in the field, 
and she at once discards her clerical lover. 
Wesley, notwithstanding what had occurred, 
had never lost his own love for the lady, and 
is grieved accordingly. Nevertheless, he had 
been thinking that it was his duty to give up 
the connection, although he had not been 
able to gather courage to let her understand 
his feeling ; and so the affair ends. All this 
surely is quite consistent with Henry Moore's 
statement, that there had never been any 
definite proposal on Wesley's part. If there 
had been, it is certain that it would have 
been made in the first instance to Mr. 
Oauston, the young lady's guardian. Clergy- 
men of Wesley's character and position did 
not, in those days, slip out proposals of 
marriage informally and privately to the 
ward or daughter in the first instance. They 
addressed themselves, and were bound to 
address themselves, in the first instance, and 
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with all formality, to the parent or guardian. 
The undoubted fact is, that no proposal of 
marriage to Miss Hopkey was ever addressed 
by Wesley to her uncle, and that no charge of 
dishonourable conduct or of breach of engage^- 
ment was ever preferred against Wesley 
either by Mrs. Williamson or by Mr. Causton: 
these considerations settle the question for us. 
Mr. Tyerman himself informs us, that before 
the grand jury Mrs. Williamson (Miss Hopkey) 
" was called, but acknowledged, in the course 
of her examination, that she had no objection 
to Wesley's behaviour previous to her mar- 
riage. Mr. and Mrs. Causton were also 
examined ; when the former confessed that, 
if Mr. Wesley had asked his consent to marry 
his niece, he would not have refused it."* 

It is plain enough that Wesley's great 
offence was, that he did not propose. His 
hesitation lost him Miss Hopkey — a loss 
which, no doubt, was a real gain and blessing* 
Mr. Moore's account is not " painfully ludic- 
rous/' but is well sustained by all the 
evidence. It is sustained, indeed, by the very 
passages which Mr. Tyerman quotes from 
the unpublished Journal. Here is one — 

''February 5th, 1737.— One of the most 
remarkable dispensations of Providence to- 

• Tyerman, vol. i. p. 156. 
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ward me began to show itself this day. For 
many days after, I could not at all judge 
which way the scale would turn ; nor was it 
fully determined till March 4th, on which day 
Grod commanded me to pull out my right 
eye ; and, by His grace, I determined to do so, 
but, being slack in the execution, on Saturday, 
March 12th, God being very merciftd to me, 
my friend performed what I could not." 

The meaning of this is not hard to 
decipher. Delamotte had spoken to Wesley, 
as Moore relates, and Wesley felt boimd to 
take advice. He did take advice with David 
Nitzchmann, as Moore also relates, and his 
answer was dubious, suggesting grave caution 
and deliberation. After a month thus passed 
in painful irresolution, on the 4th of March, 
Nitzchiiiann communicates to Wesley the 
judgment of his fellow-elders — I have no 
doubt a most sound judgment — ^that he ought 
not to marry. Wesley receives this as from 
the Lord, and determines to carry it out, but 
is "slack in the execution." On the 8th, 
the matter being blown abroad in gossiping 
Savannah, Miss Hopkey takes her revenge by 
engaging herself to an altogether unworthy 
person of the name of Williamson. On the 
7th, as we learn from the Diary, Wesley had 
walked with Causton " to his country lot," 
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and had greatly admired the place, but had 
made no overture of marriage. Wesley's entry 
in regard to the marriage is as follows : — 

" March 8th, Miss Sophy engaged herself 
to Mr. Williamson, a person not remarkable 
for handsomeness, neither for greatness, 
neither for wit, or knowledge, or sense, and 
least of all for religion ; and on Saturday, 
March 12th, they were married at Parry s- 
bury — this being the day which completed 
the year from my first speaking to her. 
What Thou doest, O God, I know not now, 
but I shall know hereafter." 

That he had tenderly loved Miss Hopkey 
is certain ; equally evident it is that he must 
have been a somewhat trying, and not easily 
comprehensible, suitor, especially to a vain 
young lady ; and the hasty marriage shows 
how bitterly she resented his indecision, and 
the slight which she conceived herself to 
have suffered. Forty-nine years afterwards, 
as Mr, Tyerman reminds us, he wrote, in 
reference to this event : "I remember when 
I read these words in the church at Savannah : 
* Son of man, behold, I take away from thee 
the desire of thine eyes with a stroke,' I was 
pierced through, as with a sword^, and could 
not utter a word more. But our comfort is that 
He that made the heart can heal the heart." 
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Such was the unprosperous issue of 
Wesley's third love affair. He was not, it 
must be confessed, fortunate in these affairs ; 
but they illustrate very strongly the real 
nature of the man. He was susceptible, to 
weakness, in presence of female attractions, 
but he was always delieato and honourable in 
his feelings and conduct. On the whole, we 
cannot but love our Wesley the better for 
these revelations. At the same time, it is a 
matter of regret that Mr. Tyerman has so 
inadequately rendered them, as he has, in my 
judgment, inadequately and inapprehensively 
represented, throughout his volumes, Wesley's 
relations of affection and confidence with 
women. 

This affair, as many of my readers know, 
and all may fiilly know by consulting Mr. 
Tyerman's interesting pages, was the begin- 
ning of troubles to Wesley. The worldly and 
wicked members of the colony — and, in such 
a colony as Georgia was, these could not but 
be the majority — had now the magistrate and 
his family on their side. A suit at law was 
brought against him, which, however, com- 
pletely broke down, and Wesley saw that his 
only course was to leave the colony — " a 
sadder and a wiser man " than he entered it. 



CHAPTER VL 

WISLET's BZUGIOUS OFINIOlfS AND GHASAGEBR 
IN GSOBGLL 

XpBOM the public indictment against Wesley 
in the Savannah court, and his own 
testimony or comments in his Diary, we know 
what sort of a Churchman he was in Greorgia. 
The resemblance of his practices to those of 
modem High Anglicans is, in most points, 
exceedingly striking. He had early, and also 
forenoon, service every day; he (Mvided the 
morning service, taking the Litany as a 
separate service ; he inculcated fasting, (real, 
hard fasting, his was,) and confession, and 
weekly communion ; he refused the Lord's 
Siifrper to all who had not been episcopally 
hnptv/iOd ; he insisted on baptism by immer- 
sion ; he re-baptized the children of Dissenters; 
and ho refused to bury all who had not received 
Kfylsoopalian baptism. One only thing was 
wanting to make the parallel with our 
rnodorns complete : there is no evidence that 
ht} h^liovod in the conversion of the elements 
by (Uifisderation, or in their doctrine of the 
**rm\ prosonoo/'* 

• H \9l Will known thut Weiley refused the Lord's Sapper to 
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But, at the same time that he was in 
some respects an intolerant High-Church 
ritualist, he was inwardly melting, and the 
light of spiritual liberty was dawning into his 
soul. He attended the Presbyterian service 
at Darien, heard Mr. M^Leod, the minister, 
to his great astonishment, offer an extem- 
porary prayer and preach a written sermon, 
on which fact he fails not to remark in his 
Diary, and was much struck by the Christian 
devoutness and the exemplary Christian be- 
haviour of the people of his charge ; he was 
continually learning from the Moravians, with 
all meekness ; he gathered a meeting of the 
clergy of the province, at which, he says in 
his Diary, "there was such a conversatiouj^ 
for several hours, on ^ Christ our Righteous- 
ness and Example,' with such seriousness 
and closeness as I never heard in England in 
all the visitations I have been present at ; " 

one of the most exemplary Christians in the colony, Belzius, the 
pastor of the Salzburghers, because he had not been, as he 
insisted, canonically baptized. His entry in his Journal in 
reference to this matter, written many years later, will not be 
forgotten, which ends with the words, "Can High-Church 
bigotry go further than this ? And how well have I since been 
beaten with mine own staff 1 " In regard to this matter there is 
the following entry in Wesley's unpublished Journal, under date 
Sunday, July 17, 1737 : " I had occasion to make a very unusual 
trial of the temper of Mr. Belzius, pastor of the Salzburghers, 
in which he behaved with such lowliness and meel^ness aa 
became a disciple of Jesus Christ.'* 
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and he thus expresses to a fiiend his views 
respecting the innermost nature of religion: — 
" I entirely agree with you that religion 
is love, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost ; 
that, as it is the happiest, so it is the cheer- 
fulest thing in the world ; that it is utterly 
inconsistent with moroseness, sourness, se- 
verity, and indeed with whatever is not ac- 
cording to the softness, sweetness, and 
gentleness of Christ Jesus. I believe it is 
equally contrary to all preciseness, stifl&iess, 
affectation, and unnecessary singularity. I 
allow, too, that prudence, as well as zeal, is 
of the utmost importance in the Christian 
life. But I do not yet see any possible case 
wherein trifling conversation can be an in- 
stance of it. In the following Scriptures I take 
all such to be flatly forbidden ; Matt. xii. 36 ; 
Eph. V. 4, and iv. 29 ; Col. iv. 6. 

" That I shall be laughed at for this I 
know ; so was my Master. I am not for a 
stern, austere manner of conversing — ^no : let 
all the cheerfulness of faith be there, all the 
joyfiilness of hope, all the amiable sweetness, 
the winning easiness of love. If we must 
have art, " K(bc mihi erunt artes.^ "* 

So far distant from real Christianity does 

• Tyerman, vol. i. p. 138. 
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Wesley, the Georgian Missionary, appear to 
have been, if we look only at his bigotry, his 
ritualism, his wearisome and punctilious ex- 
ternalism ; so near, notwithstanding, does he 
come in his inner desires and in his views 
respecting the nature of religious experience. 
A similar combination, we cannot doubt, 
exists to-day in the case of not a few who 
seem not untruly to be infatuated sticklers for 
a servile and benighted High- Anglicanism. 

I have thus endeavoured, beating ground 
seldom trodden, and known hitherto to very 
few, to exhibit the living and visible humanity 
of Wesley, the Collegian and the Oxford 
Anglican, before he entered into the liberty 
of the children of God. In the Third part of 
this study I shall endeavour to illustrate the 
stages and the true character of his evangelical 
conversion, and his matured character after 
his conversion, especially on the side of his 
intellect, so sceptical, and yet seemingly so 
credulous ; his wonderful power as a preacher ; 
and his temper and principles as a living 
companion, and as an administrator. Wesley's 
intellect, and his character as a preacher, 
appear to me, as yet, to have been little 
understood. 



PART III. 

JOHN WESLEY AFTER HIS CONVERSION AND 
IN THE MATURITY OF HIS POWERS. 



CHArXER I. 

Wesley's eitttalism and mysticism before his 
evangelical conversion. 

TT will be necessary, in opening what I 
■^ desire now to say respecting Wesley in 
his mature and in his later life, that I should 
recapitulate some of the information con- 
tained in the former part of this volume. 
We left Wesley still in Georgia, but on the 
point of returning to England. The date 
was 1737-8. 

Wesley had gone to Oxford in 1720, 
being seventeen years of age. He took his 
bachelor's degree in 1724. He was ordained 
deacon in 1725, and elected Fellow of 
Lincoln College six months later, in March, 
1726. He had always been a moral youth, 
with religious habits and predilections ; but 
in 1725 he was deeply awakened to a sense 
of his want of real holiness, and began thence- 
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forth to seek after absolute consecration to 
God, as the great aim of his life. The main 
outline of his characteristic teaching in 
future Kfe as to Christian perfection may be 
traced in the views which he at this time 
embraced, and which he seems to have 
learned chiefly from Thomas a Kempis and 
Jeremy Taylor. In the same year, also, he 
settled his views in opposition to the Oal- 
vinistic doctrines of predestination. About 
the same time, revolting at this point from 
Jeremy Taylor, he concluded that it must be 
the privilege and blessing of a Christian to 
know his acceptance with God. 

In 1727, during Wesley's absence from 
Oxford at Wroote, where he was serving his 
father's rectory, his brother Charles became 
serious, and the original company of " Metho- 
dists," so designated in mockery or in 
pleasantry, was formed; Charles and a few 
like-minded friends being the members of the 
company. In 1730, shortly after his return 
to residence at Oxford, John Wesley was 
placed at the head of this company, being 
styled the Father of the Holy Club. 

Wesley, as I have just stated, left Oxford 
in 1727, and went for a time to reside in 
Lincolnshire. Not long before his leaving he 
had visited the family of the Kirkhams, at 
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Stanton, in Gloucestershire; and there 
appears, as we have seen, to have been at 
that time a mutual attachment between him- 
self and Miss Betty Kirkham. Of this, 
however, we lose the traces for several years 
afterward. During those years, it is to be 
observed, Wesley was very far away from 
Gloucestershire ; they were the years during 
which he had exchanged his university life 
for parochial residence and service in Lincoln- 
shire. Possibly there may have been some 
reason connected with Stanton which helped 
in part to keep him so long away from Oxford, 
though the reason was certainly not that he 
had become indiflFerent to the merits of his 
friend Kirkham's sister. However, to Oxford 
he returned, as we have noted, at the end of 
1729, and became the chief of the Methodist 
band. In the summer of that same year he 
renewed his personal intercourse with the 
daughter of the Stanton parsonage, although 
without any hope of marriage being possible ; 
indeed, it seems not unlikely that about this 
time she married and became Mrs. Wilson. 
Through his connection with her family he 
was about the same time introduced to Mrs. 
Pendarves, afterward Mrs. Delany, with 
whom, during several years following, he 
kept up the remarkable correspondence from 
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which I have given some extracts. His last 
and parting letter to her was dated 1734. 
By that time he had learned that his way and 
hers through life must be separate and 
divergent. Three years before he was deeply 
engaged to her in admiration and affection, 
and would most gladly have married her if he 
had been able. At that time she would have 
been a compensation to him for even the 
loss of his former hopes as to Miss Kirkham. 

It was precisely during the interval which 
covers the correspondencp with Mrs. Pen- 
darves that Wesley's High-Church asceticism 
developed itself at Oxford. He set himself 
conscientiously to be an Anglican Church- 
man, according to the prescriptions of the 
Rubric ; and to be a devout and holy 
Christian, according to early ecclesiastical 
examples and traditions. He became, accord- 
ingly, an ascetic ritualist of the strictest and 
most advanced class. At this time, to use 
his own words of himself, he " made antiquity 
a co-ordinate rule with Scripture." * 

In 1735 he went to Georgia, and there, 
while inwardly the need and the attainability 

♦ Mr. Tyerman, in his " Oxford Methodista," has shown that 
it was in 1733 that Wesley, partly through the influence of his 
friend and fellow-Methodist, Clayton, left the guidance of the 
Bible to follow that of tradition, or such pretended tradition as 
the Apostolical Constitutions. 
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of a real consciousness and power of Divine 
love and holiness, as contradistinguished from 
any external services or observances, became 
with him a matter of deepening and almost 
passionate conviction, outwardly his rule of 
life and service seemed to become more and 
more forbidding and unevangelical in its legal 
servility, its rubrical punctiliousness, and its 
ascetic severity. He was all that a High 
Anglo-Catholic of the present day is imder- 
stood to be, except that he seems not to have 
believed in the ^* conversion of the elements '' 
in the eucharist. 

Nevertheless, with all his punctilious rit- 
ualism, there was curiously intermixed, during 
nearly the whole of these seven years, (1730 
— 1737-8,) a strong tincture of mystical 
tendency and influence. This element repre- 
sented the reaction, in such a true and 
earnest soul as Wesley's, of the inward 
against the merely outward. Through all 
his life, indeed, Wesley was resolute to 
maintain the union of outward godliness and 
religious observance with inward and spiritual 
contemplation and affection. But during the 
period of which we are now speaking he had 
not found, in the " righteousness of faith," 
the true ne'xnis and harmony between these 
antithetic necessities. Hence, at this period. 
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the intermixture of ritualism and mysticism, 
the oscillations from one to the other, of 
which we have had a view in the Second Part 
of this life-study. Never ceasing to be out- 
wardly the strict and ascetic High-Church- 
man, Wesley, in his inward sympathies and 
longings, found himself strongly attracted by 
the union of contemplation and passion in 
the writings of the best class of devotional 
Mystics, and was himself often a mystic at 
heart. Indeed, although servile ritualism and 
mysticism are antagonistic to each other, 
there is a deep congeniality, as all religious 
history has shown, between asceticism and 
mysticism, and, accordingly, on his ascetic 
side, Wesley found himself verging naturally 
toward the school from which, as a punctiUous 
legalist, he was repelled. Besides which 
Wesley could not, even for a time, find rest 
in legalism : earnest and sincere spirits never 
can. Whereas mysticism was a doctrine of 
rest ; made fair offers to him of " quietness 
and assurance for ever." 

It was about 1728 or 1729 that Wesley 
was deeply impressed by reading Law's 
" Christian Perfection " and " Serious Call." 
The fruit of these powerful books was seen in 
his deepened earnestness and ** Methodist" 
singularity of religious strictness and devotion 
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on his return to Oxford ; that is, from the 
beginniDg of the year 1730. In 1732 he paid 
a personal visit to Law, at Putney ; and from 
that period seems to have begun to read the 
Mystics, chiefly, it would appear, at first, the 
Germans who preceded and in part prepared 
the way for the Reformation, such as Tauler, 
and the author of the " Theologia Ger- 
manica ; ** but afterward, also, such French 
writers as Madame de Bourignon. Just as 
he was leaving England for Georgia, Law 
was going astray, wide and deep, by plunging 
into the unfathomable confusions of Beh- 
menism. Lito these Wesley never followed 
him ; but, as I have already shown, appears 
to have distinctly and intelligently extricated 
himself firom the meshes of mysticism toward 
the end of the year 1736, during his sojourn 
in Greorgia. His criticism on the principles 
of mysticism, given in a letter to his brother 
Samuel, firom Georgia, under date November 
23, 1736, and abeady referred to in a note, 
is worth quoting here, both for its own in- 
trinsic value and as a specimen of his philo- 
sophical and critical capacity at this period 
of his life. 

" I think," he says, " the rock on which 
I had the nearest made shipwreck of the faith 
was the writings of the Mystics ; under which 
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term I comprehend all, and only those, who 
slight any of the means of grace. I have 
drawn up a short scheme of their doctrines, 
and beg your thoughts upon it as soon as you 
can conveniently. Give me them as particu- 
larly, fully, and strongly, as your time will 
permit. They may be of consequence, not 
only to all this province, but to nations of 
Christians yet imbom. 

" * All means are not necessary for all men ; 
therefore each person must use such means, 
and such only, as he finds necessary for him. 
When the end is attained, the means cease.' 

" * Men utterly divested of free-will, of 
self-love, and of self-activity, are entered into 
the passive state, and enjoy such a contem- 
plation as is not only above faith but above 
sight — such as is entirely free from images, 
thoughts, and discourse, and never inter- 
rupted by sins of infirmity or voluntary dis- 
tractions.' They have absolutely renounced 
their reason and understanding ; else they 
could not be guided by a Divine light. They 
seek no clear or particular knowledge of any 
thing ; but only an obscure, general know- 
ledge, which is far better.' 

" * Having thus attained the end, the means 
must cease. Hope is swallowed up in love; 
sight, or something more than sights taka^ 
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the place of faith. All particular virtues 
they possess in the essence, and, therefore, 
need not the distinct exercise of them. They 
work, likewise, all good works essentially, not 
accidentally ; and use all outward means only 
as they are moved thereto.' 

" * Public prayer, or any forms, they need 
not, for they pray without ceasing. Sensible 
devotion in any prayer they despise, it being 
a great hinderance to perfection. The Scrip- 
ture they need not read, for it is only His letter, 
with whom they converse face to face.' "* 

The one really plausible position of all 
that are here laid down is that set forth in 
the first paragraph of the summary. How 
much of truth there is in it it is not my 
business to inquire at this moment. But I 
may observe that Wesley's special weakness 
at this time as a ritualist was in precise 
antithesis to this position. He taught the 
pernicious error which is in the opposite 
extreme to the no less pernicious mystical 
half-truth. His one prescription for the 
attainment of holiness and happiness was 
the use of "the means of grace" — of the 
"instituted" means. He taught that the 
more means are made use of, the more 
grace must needs come to the sincere user of 

♦ "Tyerman's Wesley," vol. i. pp. 133, 134. 
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them. His doctrine was a servile legalism, a 
plodding ritualism, less absurd, perhaps, and 
less open to mischievous abuse, than the 
extremer developments of the mysticism 
summarized in the passage I have quoted, but 
not less opposed to Christian truth, and in 
special contradiction to the liberty where- 
with Christ has made his people free. One 
secret of the strength and attraction of the 
mystical doctrines for him — that which drew 
him to them, even while he revolted against 
them — consisted, doubtless, in the fact that 
the element of truth which lay at the bottom 
of all their Antinomian paradoxes and inex- 
plicable subtleties, was, if it could only have 
been disinvolved from the fallacies in which 
it was embedded, precisely the principle that 
was needed to correct his own servile doctrine 
of " means " — ^his ritualistic legalism. To 
this must be added, that the mystical doc- 
trines, imder the hands of some of their 
teachers, become a very cunning web of 
verbal deductions ; a fabric of fallacies very 
deftlj put together, and exceedingly likely to 
impose upon a verbal logician. Now, Wesley 
was a most dexterous master of the logical art 
and method. But if his mastery of the 
logician's craft often stood him in good stead 
when conducting an argument, it also was 
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at times a snare to him. If he often easily 
and happily disentangled verbal subtleties, he 
was sometimes entangled in them. The 
school in which he was trained was a school of 
verbal dialectics and of scholastic distinctions. 
Hence, though he was ftimished with the skill 
and possessed the power finally to penetrate 
and refute the fallacies of the Mystics, he 
was for a time bewildered in their plausible 
mazes. 

The passage I have quoted shows, at any 
rate, that Wesley had, firom the beginning, 
the taste and tendencies of the philosophic 
theologian ; and, moreover, that he had a fine 
philosophic capacity. The philosophic tincture 
and bias of thought remained with Wesley 
through life, and was shown in many of his 
sermons, not only in such of his most finished 
discourses, published in his ripe maturity of 
thought, as that on " The Original of the 
Law," but in many of those which, in the 
later years of his long life, he wrote for the 
"Arminian Magazine." His original ten- 
dency, in fact, was to be a philosophical 
rather than an evangelical, or even a biblical, 
theologian. His Moravian guides, especially 
Bohler, drove him to the New Testament. 
Bohler had strong reason when he said to 
him, " Mi f rater, mi f rater, ista philosophia tua 
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excoquenda est.'* It has often been said that 
Wesley was not a metaphysician ; and there 
is truth in the saying, although it is by no 
means so absolutely true as it is commonly 
assumed to be. But then there can hardly 
be said to have been any metaphysical science 
in his earher days, least of all at Oxford. It 
might not be untruly said that even Cudworth 
was no metaphysician. But if Wesley was 
not a metaphysician, he was a philosophical 
student in the whole bias of his intellect, 
addicted, no doubt, Kke all the students of 
his age, and in the spirit of all scholastic 
traditions, to synthesis and deduction rather 
than to analysis and induction; but never- 
theless open to correction as respects this 
tendency. The characteristic parts of Wesley's 
theology were based on experience and con- 
sciousness. His Arminianism was founded 
on the moral intuitions of humanity, in oppo- 
sition to the mere deductive logic of Calvinism. 
His doctrines of assurance and of Christian 
perfection, although moulded into a system by 
the help of his logical faculties — occasionally 
employed, as I venture to think, with more 
of verbal truth-seeming than of truth-reaching 
insight — ^yet reposed in their broad power and 
merits on the basis of living consciousness and 
experience. Whether as a logical expositor^ 
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however, or as a witness, and the mouth-» 
piece of other witnesses, Wesley was never a 
dry, or a merely scholastic and systematic, 
theologian ; there was always in his teaching 
as a theologian a Hving freshness of thought 
and a philosophic basis and mould of exposition. 
Even as a boy, he was singularly remarkable 
for reflectiveness ; and his Oxford discipline 
in early life — the influence, also, of Plato and 
Aristotle, of Taylor, and Beveridge, and Law 
— had contributed their fiill share to the 
permanent colour and quality of his intel- 
lectual character. 

Through all the preparatory stages of his 
life, Wesley was emphatically a learner. All 
through life, indeed, he was a man of a 
peculiarly open and teachable mind ; as much 
so in his ninth as in his third decade. But 
during the first five-and-thirty years of his life 
he was not only a learner, he was a learner 
in quest of a teacher; he was looking out 
for a school in which to study and graduate ; 
he was unsettled in his principles. He went 
to school to the Eubric, and being a loyal son 
of the Church of England, he worked long 
and assiduously in that school ; but this, after 
aU, was only grinding at the elements — 
" beggarly elements " he foimd them to be in 
after days ; he went to school to Law, and 
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for some years Law was liis oracle, until lie 
found that he durst not any longer follow the 
hazardous excursions of. his teacher ; he sat 
as a scholar at the feet of the Moravians 
during his voyage to Georgia, and also in 
the colony, although he could not accept all 
their teachings; he wrote from Georgia to 
his brother Samuel, entreating him for cor- 
rection and instruction; in the colony he 
learned from Lutheran Salzburghers and from 
Scottish Presbyterians, not indeed, as yet, 
lessons of true ecclesiastical liberality and 
catholicity, but much which sunk deep into 
his open and thoughtful mind. All through 
he felt that his system of theological and 
ecclesiastical principles remained yet to be 
formed ; he had not found his centre or his 
basis ; he was far from being at rest. Never- 
theless, it is notable that, with all this, he felt 
that he was a teacher likewise, and he acted 
as such. If he was ever listening that he 
might learn, he was also ever speaking to 
instruct. His personal influence was always 
very great; there was authority in his 
presence and his words. Especially we must 
note that he was under the continual convic- 
tion that he was destined to be a chief 
teacher — ^the teacher not only of a company 
in his generation, but of multitudes in many 
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generations. This conviction is expressed 
with startling distinctness in the letter to his 
elder brother which has been quoted. Begging 
his brother to give him his thoughts respect-, 
ing the principles of the Mystics, as sum- 
marised in the letter, he says, with singular 
emphasis, "Give me them as particularly, 
fiilly, and strongly, as your time will permit. 
They may be of consequence, not only to all 
this province, but to nations of Christians yet 
unborn." So much did he think might 
depend on the settlement of his own views 
respecting Christian doctrine. The same 
sense of a most important destiny for himself 
as a teacher of men was expressed a year or 
two earlier, in his well-known reason for 
remaining at Oxford rather than succeed his 
father in the Ep worth rectorate. "The 
schools of the prophets," he said, " were at 
Oxford; and was it not a more extensive 
benefit to sweeten the fountain than to purify 
a particular stream ? "* 

* It is not necessary to the scope of the discussion in the 
text to consider how far Wesley was justified in the view which 
he took of his duty respecting the matter referred to above. Not 
a few have thought that he ought to have yielded to the 
urgency of what were pleaded as the claims of family affection 
and duty, and have left Oxford for Ep worth. Southey appears 
to have been of this mind. Mr. Tyerman, who gives a clear 
and full account of the whole question, evidently feels that 
Wesley ought to have yielded to his father's and his family's 
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He seems to have had a settled and 
governing conviction that there was a great 
work to be done for the Church and the 



appeals. He speaks of this part of Wesley's history as " some- 
what painfully mysterious ; " and he thinks that he, in fact, 
clears it up by producing a letter to show that Wesley did, in the 
end, consent to seek, through his friend Broughton, at the hands 
of Mr. St. John, then in high office, a presentation to the crown 
living of Epworth. Miss Wedgwood, on the contrary, holds that 
Wesley "fully justifies" his insuperable reluctance to leave 
Oxford J and the Rev. J. Gordon, in his able and well-informed 
papers on Wesley in the " Theologian," (April and July, 1871) 
holds, in like manner, that Wesley was perfectly right in his 
feelings upon the matter. I think that, on such a point, Wesley 
alone could be the judge in his own case. It was a question of 
personal conscience and conviction. " He felt that he had a 
vocation to teach thinkers and teachers, to teach in the schools of 
the prophets ; " that to him was duty. He knew what a country 
parish and parish duty were } he had served more than two 
years at Wroote ; and he felt that a country cure was not his 
vocation. It seems probable, from the evidence which Mr. 
Tyerman has produced, that, at the last, Wesley did, against his 
own proper judgment and will, allow an application to be made 
on his behalf for presentation to Epworth in succession to his 
father. Miss Wedgwood, also, has, from other data, arrived at 
the same conclusion. *< It appears, however," she says, " from 
an obscure sentence in a letter of Charles Wesley's, that John 
did at last make an unsuccessful and reluctant application for 
the living.*' I do not know to what letter she refers, and Mr. 
Tyerman, who knows almost everything about the Wesleys, 
makes no reference to any such sentence in any letter of Charles ; 
but the coincidence between Mr. Tyerman's and Miss Wedgwood's 
conclusion is striking. Still this fact, if it be a fact, does not at 
all change the general aspect of the affair, and it remains true, 
notwithstanding, that Wesley, to use his own words, " continued 
in his purpose to live and die at Oxford, till Dr. Burton pressed 
him to go Georgia." I may fairly assume that he neither 
expected nor desired the application, to which he reluctantly 
consented, to be successfttl. 
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world, for the present and yet more for the 
future ; a work which God had called him to 
do. He saw around him the need of such a 
work — a hollow and heartless world, full of 
corruption, vanity and unrest, and a supine, 
undisciplined, insensible Church; and he 
felt stirring strongly within him the power 
and the call to awaken and organize the 
Church, and to impress and convert the 
world. 

Such was John Wesley, the Oxford Metho- 
dist and the Georgian Missionary. Such, on 
the whole, he appears to have remained up 
to the time of his quitting Georgia. Never- 
theless, as we have seen, the intolerant High- 
Church ritualist was all the tim^, and 
especially toward the end of his stay in 
Georgia, inwardly beginning to melt; the 
light of spiritual liberty, even before he 
quitted Georgia, was beginning to break 
through the darkness which had so long 
wrapped him round, and to dawn into his 
soul ; and during the spiritual solitude of his 
voyage home he must have learned much, 
and learned quickly. When he landed at 
Deal he was a very different man from what 
he had been two years and a half before, 
when he sailed for Georgia. This is shown 
\>j the reflections which at that time he wrote 
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in his Journal. It is evident that his inter- 
course in the colony with Moravians, Salz- 
burghers, and Presbyterians, in connection 
with his experience of his own errors and 
failures, and with the diligent and prayerfiil 
study of the Scriptures, had profited him more, 
upon recollection and reconsideration, during 
the voyage, than during the time he was in 
the colony, and was actively enforcing his 
own strongly-held views, and occupied in the 
routine of Church service and rubrical 
ceremonial. 



CHAPTER 11. 

Wesley's evangelical conversion. 

rpHE following are the reflections to which 
I have referred, as written down by 
Wesley immediately after his return to Eng- 
land. They are so important that, notwith- 
standing their length, I must give them entire, 
with the notes which Wesley appended to 
them in the later editions of his Journal : — 

"It is now two years and almost four 
months since I left my native country, in order 
to teach the Georgian Indians the nature of 
Christianity : but what have I learned myself 
in the meantime ? Why (what I least of all 
suspected) that I, who went to America to 
convert others, was never myself converted 
to God.* * I am not mad,' though I thus 
speak ; but * I speak the words of truth and 
soberness ; ' if haply some of those who still 
dream may awake, and see that as I am so 
are they. 

** Are they read in philosophy ? So was I. 
In ancient or modem tongues? So was I 
also. Are they versed in the science of 

♦ " I am not sure of this," 
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diviDity ? I too have studied it many years. 
Can they talk fluently upon spiritual things ? 
The very same could I do. Are they plenteous 
in alms ? Behold, I gave all my goods to feed 
the poor. Do they give of their labour as 
well as of their substance ? I have laboured 
more abundantly than they all. Are they 
willing to suffer for their brethren ? I have 
thrown up my firiends, reputation, ease, 
country; I have put my life in my hand, 
wandering into strange lands ; I have given 
my body to be devoured by the deep, parched 
up with heat, consumed by toil and weariness, 
or whatsoever God should please to bring 
upon me. But does all this (be it more or 
less, it matters not) make me acceptable to 
God ? Does all I ever did or can know, say, 
give, do, or suffer, justify me in His sight ? 
Yea, or the constant use of all the means of 
grace ? (which, nevertheless, is meet, right, 
and our bounden duty.) Or that I know 
nothing of myself; that I am, as touching 
outward moral righteousness, blameless ? Or, 
to come closer yet, the having a rational con- 
viction of all the truths of Christianity ? 
Does all this give me a claim to the holy, 
heavenly, divine character of a Christian? 
By no means. If the oracles of God are true, 
if we are still to abide by * the law and the 
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testimony;' all these things, though, when 
ennobled by faith in Christ,* they are holy, 
and just, and good, yet without it are * dung 
and dross,' meet only to be purged away by 

* the fire that never shall be quenched.' 

** This, then, have I learned in the ends of 
the earth, that I * am fallen short of the glory 
of God ;' that my whole heart is, * altogether 
corrupt and abominable ; ' and, consequently, 
my whole life ; seeing it cannot be that an 

* evil tree ' should * bring forth good finit : ' 
that * alienated ' as I am from the life of God, 
I am * a child of wrath,' t an heir of hell ; 
that my own works, my own sufferings, my 
own righteousness, are so far from recon- 
ciling me to an offended God — so far from 
making any atonement for the least of those 
sins, which *are more in number than the 
hairs of my head ' — that the most specious of 
them need an atonement themselves, or they 
cannot abide His righteous judgment : that, 

* having the sentence of death ' in my heart, 
and having nothing in or of myself to plead, 
I have no hope but that of being * justified 
freely through the redemption that is in 
Jesus ; ' I have no hope, but that if I seek I 

♦ " I believe not." 
t " I had even then the faith of a servant, though not that 
pf a son." • 
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shall find Christ, and * be found in Him, not 
having mine own righteousness, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith/ 
Phil. iii. 9. 

** If it be said that I have faith, (for many- 
such things have I heard fi:om many miserable 
comforters,) I answer, So have the devils — a 
sort of faith ; but still they are strangers to the 
covenant of promise. So the apostles had even 
at Cana in Galilee, when Jesus first * mani- 
fested forth His glory ; even then they, in a 
sort, * believed on Him ; ' but they had not then 
* the faith that overcometh the world.' The 
faith I want is,* * A sure trust and confidence 
in God, that, through the merits of Christ, 
my sins are forgiven, and I reconciled to the 
favour of God.' I want that faith which St. 
Paul recommends to all the world, especially 
in his Epistle to the Romans: that faith 
which enables every one that hath it to cry 
out, * I live not ; but Christ liveth in me ; 
and the life which I now live, I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
Himself for me.' I want that faith which 
none can have without knowing that he hath 
it, (though many imagine they have it who 
have it not,) for whosoever hath it is * fi:eed 

♦ " The faith of a son:* 
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from sin/ the whole * body of sin is destroyed ' 
in him : he is * freed from fear/ * having peace 
with God through Christ, and rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God/ And he is freed 
from doubt, * having the love of God shed 
abroad in his heart through the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto him ; ' which * Spirit 
itself beareth witness with his spirit that he 
is a child of God/" 

Here was evidently a spirit prepared of 
the Lord to receive the glad tidings of " sal- 
vation by faith," in the simplest and most 
evangelical form. Wesley was already on the 
very verge of the truth in its freedom and 
fulness. He was " convinced of sin ; " was 
truly awakened and penitent, and was feeling 
after, was yearning for, the true " righteous- 
ness of Christ." It was natural that his 
humbled and chastened spirit, in the depth of 
its penitential awakening, should "write 
bitter things " against itself. In after years, 
writing in the fiilness of his wide and mature 
Christian experience, Wesley revised the 
language which he had written in his sore 
trouble of spirit. To the passage which 
declares that he had never been " converted 
to God," he appended as a note the words, 
"I am not sure of this." Evidently the 
question here is as to the meaning of the word 
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" pon verted." In one sense Wesley was truly 
and deeply " converted ; " in another sense 
he was not yet " converted," not having as 
yet been made a partaker of the "righteous- 
ness of faith," in its full and true evangelical 
sense. He also, in his later revisions, cor- 
rected the record in his Journal at some other 
points, by stating that " he had even then the 
faith of a servant, though not of a son," and 
that he was not at that time " a child of 
wrath," although he had not attained to that 
" faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ," which 
implies filial confidence, and cannot but bring 
with it filial love, the witness of the Spirit, 
and all the fruits which belong to the new 
birth. A controversy has been raised upon 
this question, into which I do not feel it 
needful to go. Mr. Wesley's " Notes on the 
New Testament," especially if the notes are 
taken in connection with those sermons of 
his later life in which he discriminates 
between the faith and experience of a 
"servant " of God and of a " son," are fully 
sufficient to explain in what sense Mr. Wesley 
may be truly said to have been, and in what 
sense not to have been, " converted " at the 
time of his return from Georgia in the first 
months of 1738. One thing all must be 
agreed upon, that Wesley was a man of very 
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diflFerent spirit and experience in February, 
1738, from what he had been four years 
before. He was then sincere and in earnest, 
but oscillating between an unevangelical 
mysticism and an equally unevangelical ritual- 
istic legalism ; he was " beating the air," and 
" going about to establish his own righteous- 
ness." Of the true doctrine of grace he 
seems to have had little perception or feeling, 
any more than of the true doctrine of faith — 
the one, indeed, must ever imply the other — 
for salvation is "of grace, through faith ; " 
nor does he appear to have been the subject 
of a true " evangelical repentance." Now, on 
the contrary, Wesley was evidently a true 
and lowly penitent, whom the Spirit, of God 
had emptied of his own self-righteousness, 
that he might be prepared for the reception 
of Christ's righteousness — " the righteousness 
which is of God through faith." 

In one thing, however, Wesley was not 
changed on his return. He still believed as 
firmly as ever in his " vocation." He landed 
at Deal at half-past four in the morning. 
That same morning, at a very early hour, 
before starting for Faversham on his way to 
London, he read and expounded at the inn, 
and ha did the like after arriving at Faversham 
in the evening. His humbling experience in 
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Georgia had not in the least disheartened 
him, or abated his courage in this respect. 
Since he left England he had seemed to fail 
in everything ; his influence as a clergyman 
had declined almost to nothing in Georgia ; 
he had become embroiled in law, partly, at 
least, through his own unwisdom, if partly 
through his fidelity ; his reputation as a man 
of counsel and of action could not but have 
suffered ; many slanders respecting him were 
afloat ; his heart, for which it seemed as if no 
haven of conjugal affection was to be found, 
had been cruelly wounded. Such was the 
issue of a voyage and mission which he had 
undertaken in the fond hope that in a new 
world he might, in God's hands, be and do 
something better and something more in his 
own time and for generations to come, than 
he had ever been, had ever done, or could 
have hoped to be or do, even in Oxford, 
where were " the schools of the prophets," if 
he had spent his best days there. 

It could not but frequently recur to 
Wesley, in his meditations on the history of 
the two hapless-seeming years he had spent 
in America, that there must somewhere be a 
vital, a fatal, flaw either in his character, or 
in his doctrine, or in his methods. His 

k2 
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enterprise as a missionary pioneer had broken 
down in a most humiliating way. 

It is true, indeed, as Mr. Tyerman happily 
quotes Whitefield's " Journal," written but 
a few months later, to show — that, after all, 
Wesley had left not a little good behind him 
in Georgia ; that among the best people of 
the colony " his name " was " very precious," 
and that he had laid a valuable foundation 
for Whitefield to build upon. But to Wesley's 
mind on his voyage home his failures would 
be present, while the measure of his success 
would be as yet unknown. Nor, after all, 
was that measure of success, which we cannot 
but place in contrast with the results accom- 
plished in Georgia by Whitefield's own 
ministry, sufficient to do more than quahfy, 
to a hmited extent, the picture of failure, on 
the whole, which has passed under our view. 

His Journal reveals to us, in part, the 
working of his mind during the voyage. He 
exerted himself to the utmost for the good of 
the seamen; but this could only yield him 
partial and temporary relief. During the 
former part of the voyage he was " con- 
tinually weighed down with fearftilness and 
heaviness." He writes, in the fulness of 
his heart, among many other words of 
lamentation, that he had thus far " evidently 
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built without a foundation." During the last 
fortnight he had some comfort ; but yet he 
writes, five days before the voyage came to 
an end, " I went to America to convert the 
Indians ; but ! who shall convert me ? 
Who, what, is he that will deliver me from 
this evil heart of unbelief? I have a fair 
summer reUgion. I can talk well ; nay, and 
believe myself, while no danger is near ; but 
let death look me in the face, and my spirit is 
troubled. Nor can I say, " To die is gain ! " 

** I have a sin of fear, that when I've spun 
My last thwad, I shall perish on the shore 1 " 

Such was the working of Wesley's mind 
during his voyage home from Georgia — a 
period which we may look upon as for him a 
critical season of searching, gracious, hum- 
bling experience ; a seed-time overcast with 
heavy clouds, but rich in promise ; a seed- 
time of weeping, which was to be followed by 
a life-long harvest of spiritual fruitfiilness. 

Wesley, during the voyage, deliberately 
reviewed his whole experience, and the phases 
of thought and feeling through which he had 
been passing during the twelve years pre- 
ceding. Of this review I have already 
availed myself, especially in the former Part, 
in delineating the formation of his opinions 
and the growth of his character. We have 
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seen how near, before he landed at Deal, 
Wesley had come to the simpHcity and truth 
of Gospel teaching. This " scribe " certainly 
was "not far from the kingdom of God." 
The Providence which had brought him thus 
far on his way — ^which had brought " the 
blind by a way that he knew not, even by 
paths which he had not known" — ^had in 
readiness for him at this very point the 
human guide who was to lead him into the 
fulness of evangelical faith and experience. 
"Darkness" was now to be made "light 
before him," and " crooked things straight." 
What Philip was to the Ethiopian eunuch, 
what Peter was to Cornelius, Bohler was to 
become to Wesley. 

At the very moment when Wesley landed 
at Deal his teacher was on his way to 
England from Germany. He was a Moravian 
minister ; and he came to England that he 
might go forward to the very colonies which 
Wesley had just left. Within a week after 
Wesley's landing at Deal, he and Bohler met 
in London. Bohler, in a letter to Zinzendorf, 
gives a description of Wesley as he found him. 
He describes him as " a good-natured man,"* 

* The English translation here is, no doubt, inadequate. 
The meaning probably is — a man of excellent disposition and 
principles. 
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who " knew he did not properly believe on 
the Saviour, and was willing to be taught." 
He adds : " Our mode of beUeving in the 
Saviour is so easy to Englishmen, that they 
cannot reconcile themselves to it ; if it were 
a little more artful, [artificial ?] they would 
much sooner find their way into it. They 
justify themselves ; and therefore they always 
take it for granted that they beheve already, 
and try to prove their faith by their works, 
and thus so plague and torment themselves 
that they are at heart very miserable." * 

Wesley always regarded his intercourse 
with Bohler as the cardinal point in his 
spiritual history. Having landed at Deal on 
February 1st, he fell in, six days later 
(February 7th), with Bohler, just landed 
from Germany, and procured him lodgings. 
He sets a special note against this day in his 
Journal, as *' a day much to be remembered; " 
and he mentions that, from this time, he did 
not willingly lose any opportunity, during his 
stay in London, of conversing with Bohler 
and his companions. He accompanied his 
Moravian teacher to Oxford on the 17th, and 
took him with him to visit Mr. Gambold (who 
had been led astray by " mystic delusion"), 
at Stanton-Harcourt, on the 18th. It was 

♦ Tyerman^s " Wesley," i. 181, 182. 
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during this visit to Oxford that Bohler 
insisted so solemnly to Wesley that "his 
philosophy" needed to "be purged away." 
On the 4th of March, returning to Oxford to 
visit his brother Charles, who had been ill of 
pleurisy there, he found Bohler with his 
brother, and writes that by him on the next 
day (Sunday) he was " clearly convinced of 
unbelief, of the want of that faith whereby 
alone we are saved."* Meantime Bohler 
exhorted him to preach the true faith and 
way of faith, though he might not himself as 
yet have attained thereto. His intercourse 
with his Moravian guide at Oxford lasted till 
the 10th, when Bohler returned to London. 
On the 23rd, being in Oxford, he met Bohler 
there again. I give the whole of the entry 
in his Journal under this date. " I met 
Peter Boliler again, who now amazed me 
more and more by the account he gave of the 
fruits of living faith — the holiness and happi- 
ness which he affirmed to attend it. The 
next morning I began the Greek Testament 
again, resolving to abide by * the law and the 
testimony,^ and. being confident that God 
would hereby show me whether this doctrine 
was of God." 

♦ " With the full Christian salvation," is Wesley's note at 
this place in the reyised edition of his early Journals. 
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Already the " new wine " of the kingdom 
was working mightily within his breast. He 
had been the slave of forms ; he had been 
greatly surprised, if not shocked, when he heard 
the Presbyterian minister in the American 
colony oflfer an extemporary prayer. But now 
we find him writing, under date of April 1st, 
" Being at Mr. Fox's society, my heart was so 
full that I could not confine myself to the forms 
of prayer which we were accustomed to use 
there. Neither do I purpose to be confined to 
them any more, but to pray indifferently, with 
a form or without, as I may find suitable to 
particular occasions." The new wine was 
threatening to burst the " old bottles ; " pre- 
sently " new bottles " were to be provided, so 
that the wine should not be lost. Meantime, 
in the record last quoted, we recognize the 
main principle of Wesley's ecclesiastical course. 
His singularity, and independence of decision 
and action, had nothing factious about them ; 
they resulted firom the simple, disinterested, 
paramount principle of using whatever means 
or methods of action clearly promised to do 
the most good. He enters into no abstract 
controversy as to praying with or without 
forms ; probably his experiences among the 
Moravians, yet more than his intercourse with 
the Presbyterian minister and congregation, 
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had served to emancipate him from the 
bondage of custom and servile ecclesiasticism 
as to this particular, while an acute Oxford 
Churchman like him was not likely to adopt 
a sweeping condemnation of forms of prayer, 
which would not only have prohibited the use 
of the Liturgy of his own Church, ever by him 
so deeply loved, but even of the Lord's prayer. 
But he finds fi'ee prayer, under certain con- 
ditions of feeling, to be more congenial, more 
adequate, and more affecting, than any form 
could be ; therefore he determines henceforth 
to hold himself at liberty, according to the 
occasion, to pray with or without forms. As 
to any reproach of singularity or enthusiasm, 
while he by no means courted such reproach, 
the time had long gone by when it could 
have any terror for him. Here, then, we 
have a typical instance, thus early in his 
course, of the spirit and principles which 
governed Wesley's proceedings through life. 
The ritualist was already greatly changed ; a 
new inspiration was welling up within him. 
His bonds had been for some time melting 
away ; there was soon to be an end of them. 
Already the manacles had dissolved from the 
hands of devotion ; soon the fetters would be 
broken which had bound his feet fi:om 
running in the evangelical way. Already he 
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had been impelled to use the blessed privilege 
of free utterance in prayer, and to avail him- 
self of the large liberty to pray with " all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit ; " the 
day was very near when, by his preaching 
also, the Word of the Lord was to ** have 
free course and be glorified." 

On the 22nd of April, Wesley met Bohler 
again in London. As to the nature of faith 
the Moravian had prevailed, and also as to 
the fruits of faith ; but Wesley still doubted 
whether there was scriptural authority for the 
penitent, prayerful, waiting soul, to expect to 
receive the power and gift of faith immediately 
through the operation of the Holy Ghost ; 
whether it could really be imparted in a 
moment. Here, again, he records in his 
Journal that he was silenced by an appeal to 
the Scripture, where, to his " utter astonish- 
ment," he " found scarce any instances there 
of other than instantaneous conversions, 
scarce any so slow as that of St. Paul, who 
was three days in the pangs of the new birth." 
Wesley, however, was not by any means 
easily beaten out of his English and Ohurch-of- 
Bngland* habits of thought in respect to the 
faith of a Christian. He urged that, whatever 

* Church-of-England, as that Church actually was and had 
long been, but not as the Homilies teach. 
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might have been the case in apostolic times, 
there was no proof that Gk)d worked in the 
same manner now. From this last hold of 
doubt and incredulity he was dislodged the 
next day (Sunday, the 23rd) by the evidence 
of " several living witnesses." " Here," he 
says, " ended my disputing. I could now 
only cry out, * Lord, help Thou mine un- 
belief.' " 

It is evident that up to this time, far as he 
had been brought on his way toward the great 
Gospel truth, Wesley had yet never been able 
to free himself from the feeling that Christian 
faith was largely an intellectual exercise ; and 
that, where it ceased to be intellectual, it 
became a humanly moral act; that it was 
" of the operation," not " of the Holy Ghost," 
but of a man's own understanding and re- 
sponsible moral inclination or will. The great 
truth that the power descends from God — 
that it must be waited and looked for in the 
way of prayer and penitent seeking and 
service — that it is a spiritual, supernatural 
act and habit of soul, at once the fruit and 
seed of a Divine life-stirring, uniting in itself 
the characters of penitent humility, of self- 
renunciation, of simple trust, of absolute 
obedience, both of understanding and will, 
indissolubly joined with loving rapture and 
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self-consecration — ^that it is, to use Wesley's 
own words, " the loving, obedient sight of a 
present and reconciled God" — this was a 
truth which Wesley had not conceived of, and 
found it very hard to accept. So true is it, 
that "the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God ; for they are foolishness 
unto him : neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned." Wesley, 
indeed, was not, at the time when he first met 
Bohler, a merely " natural man," any more 
than the disciples were before our Lord's 
resurrection. But he was not yet, in the full 
and proper sense, " a spiritual man." He 
was a servant of God ; perhaps, in a certain 
sense, he might be regarded as virtually a 
child of God ; but still he was "carnal." He 
was not yet fiilly bom into the kingdom of 
heaven, with its spiritual light and blessed- 
ness, although he was " brought to the birth," 
and was very near the hour of his enlarge- 
ment into the " glorious liberty of the children 
of God." 

Wesley, in his own epitome of what passed 
between Bohler and himself, thus sums up the 
final result, so far as it respected the change 
which had been wrought in his doctrinal 
views : "I was now thoroughly convinced ; 
and, by the grace of God, I resolved to seek 
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it (that is, faith) unto the end : 1. By abso- 
lutely renouncing all dependence, in whole 
or in part, upon my own works or righteous- 
ness, on which I had really grounded my hope 
of salvation^ though I Jcnew it not^ from my 
youth up. 2. By adding to the constant use 
of all the other means of grace, continual 
prayer for this very thing — justifying, saving 
faith ; a full reliance on the blood of Christ 
shed for me ; a trust in Him as my Christ, 
as my sole justification, sanctification, and 
redemption."* 

"Wesley continued to consort with Bohler. 
It was on the 23rd of April (Sunday) that he 
was finally convinced. He was in continual 
intercourse with his teacher for" several days 
following, until the 26th, when Bohler accom- 
panied him some miles on his way out of town. 
His brother's illness brought him back to 
London on the 1st of May, where he found 
his friend and guide again. On the 4th 
Bohler left London to sail to Carolina. 
Wesley's note in his Journal on Bohler's 
departure corresponds with the emphatic 
" Memorandum " inscribed over the date of 
their first meeting, and reveals also how deep 
and strong in Wesley's soul was that convic- 
tion of his own momentous work and vocation 

♦ " Works," Tol. iii. p. 73. 
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to which we have referred : " what a work 
hath God begun since his coming into 
England ! such a one as shall never come to 
an end till heaven and earth shall pass away !" 
Meantime, Wesley had not yet obtained the 
treasure he had sought for so long and so 
diligently, though for a long time in wrong 
directions. He had not himself, as yet, been 
able to * * believe unto salvation. ' ' His brother 
Charles had not yielded to Bohler's arguments 
until a fortnight after himself, and, indeed 
had for a short time angrily opposed John on 
this point ; nevertheless, partly, as it would 
seem, through the ministry of sickness, he 
was made a partaker of "joy and peace 
through believing " earlier than John. While 
John was entering this Bethesda, Charles 
stepped in before him. This was on Sunday, 
the 21st of May. It was not until Wednes- 
day, the 24th, that John Wesley, according 
to the beautiful and familiar account which 
we have in his own words, "felt his heart 
strangely warmed, felt that he did trust in 
Christ, Christ alone, for salvation," and had 
**an assurance given him that Christ had 
taken away his sin, and saved him from the 
law of sin and death." This day. May the 
24th, 1738, is a great landmark in the history 
of the Wesleyan movement. 
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Until Wesley learned the doctrine of " sal- 
vation by grace, through faith, not of our- 
selves," but as the " gift of God," he had been 
a ritualist ; and it had been his doctrine that 
salvation was secured by moral and ritual con- 
formity to what the Church requires. From 
this time forth he taught that salvation was not 
by works or rites, but by that faith of the new 
creation, that faith in " Christ and Him cruci- 
fied," which unites the soul with Christ through 
His Spirit, which introduces the soul into 
"newness of life," so that the believer is made 
a child and heir of God and a " joint heir with 
Christ." Faith he was to teach hereafter as 
the principle and inlet of the Divine and 
Christian life in the human soul. But this 
change entirely revolutionised the character 
and tenor of his ministry. To constrain, by 
the authority of Christ and his Church — ^by 
virtue, very mainly, of Church disciphne and 
law — men and women to obey the require- 
ments of the Church, had been his vocation 
heretofore ; he had been an ecclesiastical 
magistrate, a disciplinary officer, a moral and 
ritual watchman, in the service of the Church ; 
his work had been to carry out discipline and 
instruction in detail. But now he was to be 
something very different. It was to be his 
business to preach salvation through Christ 
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Jesus to all men. His first and chief work 
now was to point the way to Him. The rest 
would follow for those who repaired to Him, 
He was not to be a priest, observing, enforc- 
ing, carrying out a ritual; but like the 
Baptist, whose priestly office was merged in 
his great prophetic fiinction, he was to be a 
herald and a witness whose one vocation was 
to direct sinners away from himself, from the 
Church, from all else whatsoever, to Christ, 
as " the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world." Faith henceforth was to 
be his doctrine ; he was to teach that men 
are saved by faith. But " faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God." 
From this hour, accordingly, this ritualistic 
priest and ecclesiastical martinet was to be 
transformed into a flaming preacher of the 
great evangelical salvation and life in all its 
branches and its rich and varied experiences. 
Hence arose Wesleyan Methodism and all the 
Methodist Churches. 

In his famous correspondence with Law, 
which took place during the period of his 
intercourse with Bohler, but before he had 
attained to peace through believing, and which 
I agree with Mr. Tyerman in thinking petu- 
lant and harsh, although I do not think it 
deserves to be denounced as "an intolerable 
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outrage/'* Wesley lias expressed very dis- 
tinctly what he at the time regarded as being 
the essential defect of his faith up to the 
period of his receiving Bohler's instructions. 
His faith up to this time he describes as a 
" speculative notional shadow, which lives in 
the head, not in the heart." He has also 
described very pointedly the sort of doctrine 
which, in contrast to his own conceptions 
heretofore, Bohler had insisted upon. " This 
faith, indeed," that " holy man " had told him, 
" is the free gift of God. But seek, and thou 
shalt find. Strip thyself naked of thine own 
works, and fly to Him. * For whosoever 
Cometh to Him, He will in no wise cast out.' " 
And his complaint against his former in- 

• Miss Wedgwood's observations on this correspondence are 
acate, and contain a measure of trath, although here as else- 
where she has misconceived Wesley's character as regards the 
point of insight and sympathy with particular minds. Wesley 
wrote as he did to Law because he believed himself to be bound 
both to God and man, and especially to Mr. Law, to do his utmost 
to point out to him, in full light, what he regarded as his most 
mischievious doctrinal defect and error. Wesley's manner of 
doing this was a remnant of his old hierarchical character and 
temper ; a derivative from the views which he had held so long, 
and the influences under which his character for so many years 
had been moulded. It was not to be expected that the con- 
scientious arrogance and dogmatism which such opinions as he had 
held cannot fail always to produce, should all at once pass away, 
even when he had begun to look away from his Church to hig 
Saviour. If Wesley had not embraced the doctrines of grace, 
and salvation by faith, he must have retained, as his oflEicial 
temper, such arrogant austerity as he had already shown in 



WesUys Evangelical Conversion. 147 

structor, is: "Why did I scarce ever hear 
you name the name of Christ ? Never, so as 
to ground anything upon faith in his blood." 

Miss Wedgwood has firmly grasped the 
significance of Wesley's experience at this 
critical period of his history. She reads 
aright the meaning, at least in general, of his 
experience during the voyage home, and she 
sees very distinctly the nature of the revolu- 
tion in his views and aims which was eflFected 
by his conversion. " Wesley's homeward 
voyage in 1738," she says, "marks the 
conclusion of his High-Ohurch period. He 
abated nothing of his attachment to the 
ordinances of the Church either then or to 
the last days of his life, and he did not so soon 
reach that degree of independence of her 
hierarchy and some of her rules which marks 
his furthest point of divergence; but his 
Journals during this voyage chronicle for us 
that deep dissatisfaction which is felt when- 
ever an earnest nature wakes up to the 
incompleteness of a traditional religion ; and 
his after life, compared with his two years in 
Georgia, makes it evident that he passed at 
this time into a new spiritual region. His 
Journals are marked by a depression which 

Georgia, notwithstanding the brightness and candour of his 
natural disposition. 
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we never meet with again."* Having 
referred, a few pages further on, to the 
religious societies of which Dr. Woodward 
has left us an account, and which had 
preceded Methodism, Miss Wedgwood makes 
the following discriminating and acute obser 
vations: "The religious societies of the 
seventeenth century were in organization a 
feebler and more Hberal Methodism, t It was, 
however, only in organization that the two 
things were alike. The spirit of the older 
societies was not only unlike Methodism, but 
it was the very spirit from which Methodism 
was a reaction. They were distinctively 
Church bodies, and they belonged character- 
istically to the Church at that time; they 
embodied the principles of that party whose 
watchwords were virtue and vice, and who 
were not afraid to speak of the support of a 
good conscience, and of the everlasting 
rewards which * were worthy of all the care 
and toil which were to be spent in the pursuit 
of them.' (Dr. Woodward^ The reader will 
at once appreciate the chasm which phrases 
like these indicate between the speakers and 

• "John Wesley," p. 140. 

f By "more liberal" Miss Wedgwood means "less strict." 
But the observations which follow show that being Church 
societies, these less strict societies were ecclesiastically more 
exclusiye, and therefore less "liberal." 
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the school of Wesley. . . . Adherence to the 
church was no longer the first condition of 
membership in any society with which he was 
in sympathy. The birthday of a Christian 
was already shifted from his baptism to his 
conversion^ and in that change the partition line 
of two great systems is crossed.^ ^* 

The last sentence quoted admirably ex- 
presses the master-truth which explains the 
whole sequel of Wesley's life — which fiir- 
nishes the key to the whole development of 
Wesleyan Methodism. Mr. Tyerman has 
given a full and excellent account of Wesley's 
religious experience during the whole of this 
critical period in his history ; with the 
minuteness characteristic of a student and 
preacher of evangelical theology, he has 
exhibited on the surface of his pages those 
instructive fluctuations in Wesley's own views 
and experience, during the early months after 
his conversion, which Wesley himself sets 
forth fiilly in his Journals, and which show 
that Wesley's views respecting the nature of 
the Spirit's witness, and the character and 
extent of regeneration, were, as was to be 
expected, not fully defined or finally settled 
until some time after his conversion ; and 
in particular, as Mr. Tyerman intimates, that 

♦ "John Wesley," p. 157. 
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they had been not a little disturbed and 
perplexed by what he had heard among the 
Moravians during his visit to them in 
Germany almost immediately after he had 
"found peace." But Mr. Tyerman fails to 
show the critical nature of the change which 
Wesley underwent through the teaching and 
instrumentality of Bohler. It is possible to 
maintain, that in a certain and a true sense 
of the word Wesley had been " converted " — 
that is, thoroughly and graciously awakened 
into sincere repentance — ^before he knew 
Bohler ; but, nevertheless, what marked and 
made the absolute revolution in his mind and 
character, with all his prospects and motives, 
was his full acceptance of that doctrine of 
evangelical faith which the Moravian was the 
means of making known to his spiritual 
apprehension, and his embrace of the Saviour 
by that faith, as his own in ever-present 
virtue and plenitude. By making the most 
of Wesley's antecedent preparation of heart, 
and by laying too much stress on those 
fluctuations of spirit and of view, and those 
self-depreciatory statements respecting his 
own experience soon after his conversion, the 
like of which are so commonly found in the 
experience of humble and conscientious young 
converts, who, as yet, are necessarily wanting 
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in experience of spiritual difficulties, per- 
plexities, and temptations, and whose natural 
but unwarranted expectations of settled joy 
and tranquillity have been painfully dis- 
appointed, it is possible to diminish the 
proportions and to obscure the relations of 
the great cardinal change in Wesley's spiritual 
character on which we have been dwelling. 
Miss Wedgwood, however, clearly sees the 
importance and the critical nature of that 
change, and has admirably stated it in the 
passage we have quoted. Wesley had em- 
braced the cardinal doctrine of " salvation by 
faith." Now, to quote again the classical 
text which was quoted a short while ago, 
" faith Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God." In other words, the preaching 
of the truth of God, and not the administra- 
tion of the sacraments as such, becomes to 
the evangelical believer the great means 
of spreading salvation — of conveying life to 
those who are in a state of spiritual death. 
Christians are to be " sanctified " by " the 
truth," even by the " word of God ; " to be 
" bom again, not of corruptible seed, but of in- 
corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever." It is not the sacra- 
ments, as rites duly administered, which of 
themselves, become spirit and life to the 



152 THE LIVING WESLEY. 

recipient, but it is the truth in the sacraments 
spiritually apprehended and embraced, which 
fills them with blessing to the believer. The 
** expulsive power," accordingly, of the new 
principle which Wesley had embraced, couldnot 
but before long cast out the sacramental ritual- 
ism which had held him in bondage. He did 
not, of course, cast all his "graveclothes" off 
at once ; but rapidly, though gradually, he did 
cast them away. Meantime he preached his 
new doctrine with new and startling power ; 
and so entered upon that grand course of 
preaching which was to lay the foundation for 
all his organization — for his whole fellowship 
and " Connexion." Wesley the Ritualist was 
transformed into Wesley the Preacher. Wes- 
leyan Methodism is derived, not from Wesley 
the Eitualist, but from Wesley the Preacher. 
Let me here be permitted to quote some 
sentences which have already been published. 
" With Wesley's ritualism his High-Church- 
manship could not but also wither away. A 
number of old and long customary prejudices 
and predilections — habits of thought and 
feehng which had become a second nature — 
still clave to him for awhile ; but these 
dropped off one by one, until scarcely a vestige 
of them was left. All the irregularities of 
the Methodist leader; his renunciation of 
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Church-bigotry and exclusiveness ; his partial, 
but progressive and fundamental, separation 
from the Church which imposed shackles on 
his evangelical activities, and frowned upon 
his converts, and the ultimate separation, in 
due sequence, of the Church he had founded 
from the Church in which he was nurtured : 
all these results were involved in this change. 
Newman renounced justification by faith, and 
clung to apostolic succession, therefore he 
went to Rome; Wesley embraced justification 
by faith, and renounced apostolic succession, 
therefore his people are a separate people from 
the Church of England."* 

♦ See " London Quarterly Review," vol. xxx. (July, 1868), pp. 
293-4. Also, my "Eelations of John Wesley and Wesleyan 
Methodism to the Church of England.'* Second Edition, p. 39. 



CHAPTER III. 
WESLEY THE PREACHER. 

TT7B must now turn from Wesley the 
^ ^ Ritualist to Wesley the Preacher. In 
this character he is, perhaps, quite as little 
known, as little really understood at the 
present day, as in his character as a thinker, 
to which I shall soon have to advert. His 
character as an organizer has usurped public 
attention to such an extent as quite to obscure 
his character as a preacher. And yet, as I 
have intimated, the foundation of all his 
power and success as an organizer was laid 
in his power and success as a preacher. He 
was, in simple truth, the most awakening and 
spiritually penetrative and powerfiil preacher 
of his age. Whitefield was more (h'amatic, 
but less intense ; more pictorial, but less close 
and forcible ; less incisive and conclusive. In 
Wesley's calmer discourses, lucid and engage- 
ing exposition laid the basis for close and 
searching application. In his more intense 
utterances, logic and passion were fused into 
a white heat of mingled argument, denuncia- 
tion, and appeal, often of a most personal 



Wesley the Preacher. 155 

searchingness, often overwhelming in its 
vehement home-thrusts. Some idea may be 
gained as to the character of his most earnest 
preaching from his " Appeals to Men of Reason 
and Religion," especially the latter portions of 
the first of these, and from his celebrated 
"Sermon on Free Grace." 

I am, of course, aware that the intimation 
I have now given of the character of Wesley's 
preaching will surprise some, even of my well- 
informed readers, and that it is not in accord- 
ance with the popular conception of his 
preaching. It is many years since the late Dr. 
James Hamilton, in an article in the " North 
British Review," gave pictorial expression in 
his own vivid way, to the mistaken idea which 
has grown up in some quarters respecting 
Wesley as a preacher. He sketched him as, 
" after his morning sermon at the Foundery, 
mounting his pony, and trotting, and chatting, 
and gathering simples, till he reached some 
country hamlet, where he would bait his 
charger, and talk through a little sermon with 
the villagers, and remount his pony and trot 
away again." A more unfounded and mis- 
leading specimen of fancy-painting than this 
it would be impossible to imagine ; and one 
can only wonder where good James Hamilton 
picked up the ideas or the fictitious informa- 
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tion which he deliberately put into this 
written form. He was altogether at fault in 
his picture. As Wesley was, during the 
greater part of his life, simply the most assid- 
uous horseman, and one of the most spirited 
of riders, in the kingdom, riding or^arily 
sixty miles (let it be remembered what the 
roads were in the middle of the last century) 
day by day, besides preaching twice or thrice, 
and not seldom riding eighty or ninety miles 
in the day ; so, for many years, Wesley was 
frequently a long preacher — ^was often one of 
the longest preachers of whom I have ever 
read or heard — and never stinted himself of 
time when the feeling of the congregation 
seemed to invite him to enlarge, and when 
opportunity favoured. Of course, however, 
he preached at aU times many more short 
sermons than long ones, because he preached 
commonly three times every week day, and 
four or five times on the Sunday, and because 
his earlier sermons on the Sunday needed to 
be over in time for his hearers to attend 
Church-service. But when he preached after 
Church hours, whether in the afternoon or 
the later evening, and on special occasions 
even on the week evening, he was, as I have 
said, for many years often a very long 
preacher. Let me give some instances of this, 
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only premising that all the special instances 
of protracted preaching which I am about to 
cite occurred after Wesley had taken to field- 
preaching. He had been an earnest, and not 
unfrequently a long preacher before: but it was 
not until he began to address crowds of thou- 
sands in the open air that his largerandgrander 
powers as a preacher were called forth. 

About sixteen or seventeen months after 
his conversion, Wesley writes in his Journal 
as follows, under date October 7th, 1739, 
(Sunday) : — 

" Between five and six I called upon all 
who were present (about three thousand) at 
Stanley,* on a little green, near the town, 
to accept of Christ as their only * wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.' 
I was strengthened to speak as I never did 
before, and continued speaking near two 
hours ; the darkness of the night and a 
little lightning not lessening the number, but 
increasing the seriousness of the hearers." 

Wesley had already, before this service, 
preached three times on that day; and he 
preached yet once after it, " concluding the 
day" by "expounding part of our Lord's 
Sermon on the Mount to a small, serious 
company at Bbly." Five services, therefore, 

• Near Stroud. 
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that day, and among them one in which his 
sermon alone was nearly two hours long ! 

On Friday, the 19th of the same month, 
Wesley preached at Newport, in Monmouth- 
shire, in the morning, and coming to Cardiff 
about the middle of the day he preached in 
the Shire Hall twice — ^in the afternoon at four 
and again at six in the evening. He had a 
large congregation — " almost the whole town" 
— ^and preaching from the six last beatitudes, 
he says, " My heart was so enlarged I knew 
not how to give over, so that we continued 
three hours." On Sunday, June 13th 1742, 
he preached in Bpworth churchyard — his own 
and his father's Bpworth — standing on his 
father's tomb, and continued the service " for 
near three hours." This was his fourth service 
that day. On Wednesday, May 24th, 1745,* 
at Birstal, he " was constrained to continue 
his discourse near an hour longer than usual^ 
God pouring out such a blessing that he knew 
not how to leave off." On Whit Sunday, the 
14th of May, 1749, at Limerick, he began to 
preach at five, in the morning and, there being 
no liturgy and no lesson, but only the simplest 
service, three short singings, one short prayer, 
and a final benediction, besides the sermon, he 
yet kept the congregation till near seven, 

♦ The anniversary of his conversion. 
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" hardly knowing how the time went." At 
Whitehaven, on a Saturday evening in Sep- 
tember,* 1749, he preached from six to eight — 
a simple week-night service — ^which must have 
implied a sermon of not less than an hour and a 
quarter long ; and at eight he met the Society. 
These instances may suffice to show how Wes- 
ley enlarged under special influences. Even 
when he was more than seventy years of age, he 
sometimes, on a week-night evening, was so 
drawn out as to "preach a full hour " in the 
open air — as for instance, in the market-place 
of Oaermarthen on the 21st of August, 1777. 
In the article to which I have referred it 
was said, that while Wesley could "talk 
through a little sermon with the villagers," 
he " seldom coped with the multitude." In 
the " Wesleyan Methodist Magazine '' for 
December, 1847, will be found a paper from 
the pen of the venerable Thomas Jackson, 
who died in 1873, in the ninetieth year of his 
age, which examines and reproves the errors 
of that article. Mr. Jackson thus deals with 
the point now under notice : — 

" That he preached, to * villagers,' so as to 
be understood by them, as his blessed Lord 
had done, will not be denied; but that he 

♦ September 23rd. 
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* seldom coped with the multitude,' is notori- 
ously at variance with fact. No man was 
accustomed to address larger multitudes, or 
with greater success. At Moorfields, Ken- 
nington Common, Engswood, Bristol, New- 
castle, in Cornwall, Staffordshire, and York- 
shire, immense multitudes of people were 
accustomed to congregate around him 
through a long series of years, and that 
with undiminished interest ; and it may be 
fairly questioned, whether any minister in 
modem ages has been instrumental in effect- 
ing a greater number of conversions. He 
possessed all the essential requisites of a 
great preacher ; and in nothing was he 
inferior to his eminent friend and contem- 
porary, except in voice and manner. In 
respect of matter, language, and arrangement, 
his sermons were vastly superior to those of 
Mr. Whitefield. Those persons who judge of 
Mr. Wesley's ministry from the sermons 
which he preached and published in the 
decline of life, greatly mistake his real 
character. Till he was enfeebled by age, his 
discourses were not at all remarkable for 
their brevity. They were often extended to 
a considerable length, as we learn from his 
Journal; and yet, according to his oft- 
repeated statements, he did not know how to 
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leave off and dismiss the people, for his mind 
was full of evangelical matter, and his heart 
was richly charged with heavenly zeal. In a 
sense higher than ever entered into the 
thoughts of Archimedes, as he himself states, 
he was often ready to exclaim, when address- 
ing vast multitudes in his Master's name, 
* Give me the where to stand and I will move 
theworldl' '' 

Such is the testimony of Thomas Jackson, 
the author of the ftill and admirable *' Life of 
Charles Wesley," and the very accurate 
editor of Wesley's voluminous Works ; who 
was himself bom before the death of Wesley ; 
who made all that related to him his life-study; 
who knew well some of the men who had 
known Wesley best ; and who should himself 
have accomplished for the life of John Wesley 
what he has so excellently done as the 
biographer of Charles. The case being as 
Mr. Jackson has stated it, and as the extracts 
from the Journal, which have been given, 
prove it to have been, it is proper to explain 
how the erroneous ideas which have been 
current as to the character of his preaching 
have originated. Three causes may be 
assigned to accoimt for them. One is hinted 
at by Mr. Jackson in the extract we have 
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given. Mr. Wesley's was a very long life. 
Those of his people who had known him in 
his prime of strength and energy had died 
before himself. The traditions as to his 
preaching, which have been current during 
the last half century, have been mostly derived 
from those who had only heard him in his 
extreme old age, and, in many instances, on 
his hasty visits from place to place, when he 
would preach at seven o'clock on the week- 
night evening, or at five o'clock in the 
morning. But another, and, perhaps, more 
influential cause has been, that an inference 
as to the length and style of his spoken 
sermons has been erroneously drawn from his 
published sermons. How unwarranted any 
such inference must be, may be shown by a 
remark of his elder brother Samuel, made at 
the very beginning of Wesley's preaching 
career, and before he had begun field-preach- 
ing. In a letter addressed to Charles Wesley, 
but which refers to both the brothers, Samuel 
says, under date December 1st, 1738 : 
*' There is a most monstrous appearance of 
dishonesty among you; your sermons are 
generally three quarters of an hour or an 
hour long in the pulpit, but when printed are 
short snips; rather notes than sermons."* 

♦ Jackson's " Life of Charles Wesley," p. 161. 
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If this was the case so soon after the brothers 
had broken away from the bondage of 
sermon-reading in the pulpit, it is certain that, 
in after years, except in special cases — such 
as a sermon to be preached before the 
University — Wesley's written sermons, which 
were ordinarily coinpositions having a definite 
purpose of theological statement and defi- 
nition, must be regarded as altogether 
different in character from his preached ser- 
mons, delivered extempore, often after little 
or no written preparation. Wesley the 
preacher was tethered by no lines of written 
preparation and verbal recollection ; he spoke 
with extraordinary power of utterance out of 
the fullness of his heart. Still another cause 
of the error I have been exposing must 
probably be found in the urgency with which 
Wesley, in various places, enjoins on his 
preachers, as a rule, to preach short, and the 
emphatic way in which he insists to them on 
the evils of long preaching. But it must be 
remembered that the great majority of 
Wesley's preachers were men whose stock of 
knowledge was very small, and who had 
received no intellectual training whatever. 
They resembled the plainest and most fervid 
of the Methodist Local-preachers or exhorters 
of to-day. The same rule could not be 

^1 
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applicable to him as to them. But, indeed, 
the great Methodist preachers of Wesley's life- 
time — his most powerful lay helpers — ^were, 
as a matter of fact, none of them short preach- 
ers, while most of them , were often, if not 
usually, very long preachers. Such were 
Walsh, and Bradbum, and Benson, and 
Clarke. 

The fact, at any rate, is as I have stated 
it, so far as respects the preaching of Wesley ; 
and although I have carefully abstained 
hitherto, and must still abstain, from being 
entangled in this study with the thread of 
Charles Wesley's life, closely associated as 
he was with his brother, yet, I may add in 
passing, that for not a few years Charles 
Wesley was as long and often as powerful 
a preacher, even as he was as hard-riding and 
hard-working an itinerant evangelist, as his 
brother John. 

In showing that Wesley, instead of being 
a talker of neat little sermons, was, in his 
prime of life, frequently a long preacher, and 
sometimes one of the longest preachers of 
whom we have any knowledge, I have not 
only shown how mistaken has been the 
popular tradition respecting his special 
characteristics as a preacher, but I have also 
proved that there must have been a remark- 
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able charm about his preaching. None but 
a very eloquent speaker could have held 
thousands of people intently listening to him 
for two or three hours together in the open air. 
I have to add that, as I have already inti- 
mated, he was a singularly powerful preacher. 
Southey has given conclusive evidence as to 
this point, in the interesting chapter in the 
first volume of his biography of Wesley, 
entitled, " Scenes of Itinerancy." No one, 
indeed, has done such justice as Southey to 
Wesley's gifts as a preacher. Not only in the 
" Life of Wesley," but in '' The Doctor," and 
in his " Commonplace Book," he has given 
evidence of the careful study and the full 
appreciation with which he has realized 
the preaching powers of Wesley. The able 
and eloquent American historian, Stevens, 
does not appear to have been able to under- 
stand the secret of Wesley's special power, 
but he gives some striking instances to show 
how great that power was. " In the midst of 
a mob, *I called,' Wesley writes, * for a chair; 
the winds were hushed, and all was calm and 
still ; my heart was fiUed with love, my eyes 
with tears, and my mouth with arguments. 
They were amazed ; they were ashamed ; 
they were melted down ; they devoured every 
word.' That," says Dr. Stevens, *^ must have 
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been genuine eloquence."* Doubtless it was, 
and the very words — the vivid, affecting style 
of the description here quoted firom Wesley 
himself — may serve to intimate what was 
part of his special power as a speaker. 

Like many terse, nervous writers, Wesley 
was not only a nervous but a copious speaker. 
His words flowed in a direct, steady, powerful, 
sometimes a rapid stream, and every word 
told, because every word bore its proper 
meaning. With all the fulness of utterance, 
the genuine eloquence, there was no tautology, 
no diffuseness of style, no dilution. Close 
logical, high verbal, adequate philosophic 
culture had, in the case of Wesley, laid the 
basis of clear, vivid, direct, and copious 
extempore powers of speech. Culture and 
discipline, such as had prepared Cicero for his 
oratorical successes, helped to make Wesley 
the powerful, persuasive, at times the thrilling 
and electrifying, preacher which he undoubt- 
edly was. 

What a picture is that given of the effects 
of Wesley's preaching in connection with his 
famous visit to Bp worth ! For eight evenings 
in succession, in that splendid early summer 
season, he preached to vast crowds from his 
father's tomb, and his last discourse was his 

* Steveafl' •* History of Methodism," book v. chap. xii. 
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most powerful and prolonged, and was 
addressed to the largest multitude. The 
circumstance, however, to which I refer 
took place not on the last day of his preach- 
ing, but the day immediately preceding 
(Saturday, June 12th, 1742). '' While I was 
speaking, several dropped down as dead ; and 
among the rest such a cry was heard of 
sinners groaning for the righteousness of faith, 
as almost drowned my voice/' " I observed 
a gentleman there who was remarkable for 
not pretending to be of any religion at all. I 
was informed he had not been at public 
worship of any kind for upwards of thirty 
years. Seeing him stand as motionlesss as a 
statue, I asked him abruptly, ' Sir, are you a 
sinner ? ' He rephed with a deep and broken 
voice, ^ Sinner enough ; ' and continued 
staring upward till his wife and a servant or 
two, who were all in tears, put him into his 
chaise and carried him home." The stricken, 
staring, statue-like master, the weeping wife 
and servants — what a picture, I say, have we 
here ! 

That Wesley's preaching was attended by 
more powerful and penetrating immediate 
results than that of any of his famous con- 
temporary Methodist preachers, is notorious ; 
but it has been thought dijQ&cult to understand 
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this. He was not, as I have said, a pictorial 
or dramatic preacher, like his great preaching 
contemporary, Whitefield ; but whereas White- 
field, powerful preacher as he was, was yet 
more popular than powerful, Wesley, popular 
preacher as he was, was yet more powerfiil 
in comparison with his fellows than he was 
popular. 

There is really, however, no special 
mystery about the power of Wesley's preach- 
ing. All we know of his earlier preaching, 
under special circumstances, would lead to 
the conclusion that he could not but be a 
singularly powerful preacher. His invariable 
terseness of phrase and style prevented him 
from ever being tedious. His full and ready 
flow of thoughts, as well as of fit words, 
carried his audience with him. He was most 
pleasant in manner, pellucid in statement, 
fresh and lively throughout, and so fi:*equent, 
so continuous, I might almost say, in his 
personal application of what he was saying, 
making his doctrine to tell at every point 
throughout his discourse, that he never 
allowed the attention of his congregation to 
slumber. The celebrated Kennicott, at that 
time an undergraduate at Oxford, heard 
Wesley preach his last sermon before the 
University, in 1744, a flaming, searching, 
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intrepidly faithful sermon. Apart from its 
severity, he admired the sermon greatly, and 
was evidently very much impressed by the 
personality of the preacher. *' His black hair," 
he says, " quite smooth, and parted very 
exactly, added to a peculiar composure in his 
countenance, showed him to be an un- 
common man." He speaks of his " agreeable 
emphasis " in reading. He refers with 
approval to " many just invectives " in his 
sermon, but with disapproval to "the zeal 
and unbounded satire with which he fired his 
address when he came to what he called his 
plain, practical conclusion." If "his cen- 
sures" had only been "moderated," and 
certain portions omitted, Kennicott says, " I 
think his discourse, as to style and delivery, 
would have been uncommonly pleasing to 
others as well as to myself." He adds, " He 
is allowed to be a man of great parts."* 

Cowper's lines on Wesley will not be 
forgotten while we are on the subject of his 
preaching. They were written when the 
fire and flame of Wesley's early manhood were 
long gone by. He speaks of him as one — 

<< Who, when occasion justified its use, 
Had wit as bright as ready to produce ; 
Could fetch from records of an earlier age, 

• Tjerman's "Wesley," vol. i. p. 449. 
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Or from Philosophy's enlightened page, 

His rich materials, and regale your ear 

With strains it was a privil^e to hear. 

Yet, above all, his luxury supreme. 

And his chief glory was the Gospel theme : 

There he was copious as old Greece or Rome, 

His happy eloquence seemed there at home ; 

Ambitious not to shine or to excel, 

But to treat justly what he loved bo well." 



I apprehend that the last four lines give a 
most true and happy description of Wesley's 
ordinary ministry, while Kennicott's descrip- 
tion enables us in some measure to understand 
the fire and intensity which characterized his 
preaching on special occasions, and in the 
prime of his life. 

Dr. Stevens has dwelt on the authority with 
which Wesley spoke, the calm command 
which belonged to his presence and gave 
weight and force to his words. No doubt 
there was this characteristic always about 
Wesley's person and presence. In the former 
part of this volume I have quoted Gambold's 
testimony to this efiect, in regard to Wesley 
in his early Oxford days. Calm, serene^ 
methodical as Wesley was, there was a deep, 
steadfast fire of earnest purpose about him ; 
and, notwithstanding the smallness of his 
stature, there was an elevation of character 
and of bearing visible to all with whom he 
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had intercourse, which gave him a wonderful 
power of command, however quiet were his 
words, and however placid his deportment. 
But the extraordinary power of his preaching, 
while it owed something, no doubt, to this 
tone and presence of calm, unconscious 
authority, was due mainly, essentially, to the 
searching and importunate closeness and 
fideUty with which he dealt with the con- 
sciences of his hearers, and the passionate 
vehemence with which he urged and entreated 
them to turn to Christ and be saved. He had 
not the " gift of tears," as Whitefield had, or 
as Charles Wesley had, whose preaching 
appears to have been, in several respects, 
intermediate in character between that of his 
brother John and of his friend Whitefield; 
yet Wesley was often moved to tears as he 
pleaded with his hearers, and oftener still was 
the means of moving multitudes that heard 
him to tears. At times, however, his onset 
in applying his subject to the lives, the cases, 
the consciences of his hearers, was too intense, 
too direct, too electrical to be answered by 
tears. His words went with a sudden and 
startling shock straight home into the very 
core of the guilty sinner's consciousness and 
heart, and cries, shrieks, sudden fits, cases of 
fainting and insensibility, men and women 
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" dropping down as dead," as if they had 
been physically struck by a blow firom some 
terrible engine, by a stone from a catapult, or 
a ball from a cannon, were the frequent con- 
sequence. And yet it was not that Wesley 
used stronger words than other preachers; 
not that he used high word-colouring or 
exaggerated expressions ; the contrary was 
the case. Rather, it was that, using simpler 
and fewer words than others to express the 
truth — going straighter to his purpose, and 
with less word-foliage, less verbiage, to shroud 
or overshadow his meaning — ^the real, essential 
truth was more easily and directly seen and 
felt by the hearer. There was less of human 
art or device ; the language was simpler and 
more transparent; and so the truth shone 
more clearly and fiilly through. There was 
less in language of what "man's wisdom 
teacheth ; '' less of what was fanciful, or 
elaborate, or artificial, and therefore there was 
more of the Spirit's operation; more of " the 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power." 
So far as any mere written composition can 
give an idea of how Wesley preached, when 
his aim was specially to convince and awaken, 
perhaps his last sermon before the University, 
to which I have lately referred, and the 
wonderful " applications " contained in his 
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first " Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion," 
which I have before mentioned, may help us 
to such an idea ; but it must always be remem- 
bered, that no written compositions can really 
approach the energy and directness with 
which Wesley preached when vast crowds 
hung upon his lips, to whom he was declaring 
as in Epworth church-yard, " the whole 
counsel of God." 

Of the clear, strong, intense style in which 
Wesley could, if he felt it to be necessary, 
combine doctrinal argument with declamatory 
invective of the most scathing terribleness, 
we have an instance in his famous sermon on 
"Free Grace." But for the publication of 
that sermon, we should at the present time 
have had no conception of what his powers 
were in that kind ; and it was owing only to 
very special circumstances, and much against 
his liking, that Wesley felt himself constrained 
to publish that sermon. 

It is well known that Dr. Johnson had a 
great reverence for Wesley, and much enjoyed 
his society. In a letter to Wesley himself, he 
compliments him as " Plato." Cowper, also, 
in the lines we have quoted, refers to Wesley's 
power in socialconversation, of bringing forth 
the treasures of ancient philosophy. Let any 
competent judge read the plainly written but 
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elevated and beautiful sermon on " The Origi- 
nal of the Law/' mentioned some pages back, 
and lie will at once recognize the impress of a 
mind which, while it avoided all display of 
learning, was deeply imbued with the training 
and results of philosophy — of the highest and 
best philosophy, whether ancient or modem — 
so far as philosophy had advanced in Wesley's 
day. 

Wesley had been an excellent preacher of 
his kind, though not as yet evangelical, before 
he went to America. His beautiful sermon 
on the " Circumcision of the heart," preached 
before the University of Oxford in 1733, is 
one of several sermons included in his Works, 
which afford decisive evidence on this point. 
His style, also — a style which the best judges, 
such as Southey, have agreed in greatly 
admiring, and which, indeed, no one who 
understands and loves clear, pure, pleasant 
English can fail to admire — seems to have 
been already formed at that period, although 
its full power was not as yet developed ; it 
was awaiting development under the inspira- 
tion of fall Christian tenderness and zeal. 
But it was not until after he had become 
Bohler's disciple, that, for reasons already 
stated, preaching came to be recognized 
and felt by himself to be his great work. 
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or that the characteristic power of his 
preaching was brought out. It was his 
perception of the doctrine of salvation by 
faith which not only transformed him there- 
after into a preacher, as his first and greatest 
calling, but which also breathed a new soul 
into his preaching. When he began to preach 
this doctrine, his hearers generally felt that a 
new power accompanied his preaching ; and, 
at the same time, the clergy and the orthodox 
Pharisaic hearers felt that a dangerous, 
startling, revolutionary doctrine was being 
proclaimed. Wherever he preached crowds 
flowed, in larger and larger volume, to hear 
him ; but, at the same time, church after 
church was shut against him. As Gambold 
wrote in a letter to Wesley, it is the doctrine 
of salvation by faith, which seems to constitute 
the special offence of the cross. This, at any 
rate, in Wesley's days, was the one doctrine 
which clergymen and orthodox church-goers 
would not endure. Short of this almost any- 
thing might be preached, but on no account 
this. The University of Oxford would endure 
the high doctrine as to Christian attainment 
and consecration taught in the sermon ^on 
"The Circumcision of the Heart," but it 
would not endure the doctrine of salvation by 
faith, which, ten years later, the same preacher 



176 THE LIVING WESLEY. 

would have set forth before his University. 
The reason would seem to be twofold : the 
evangelical doctrine of salvation by faith strips 
men altogether of their own righteousness, 
laying them all low at the same level in 
presence of God's holiness and of Christ's 
atonement, as needing Divine pardon and 
Divine renewal; and it also teaches the 
" real presence " of the Divine Spirit, insists 
upon the present supernatural power of God 
to inspire repentance and faith, and to renew 
the soul, the present supernatural power of 
Jesus Christ to save the sinner. Such a 
doctrine is " spiritual ; " it enforces the 
living power and presence of spiritual reali- 
ties; it is accordingly "foolishness," and 
"a stumbling-block" to the "natural man." 
The " natural man " receiveth not these 
" things of the Spirit of God." The doctrine 
of high Christian holiness may be regarded 
as but another, and the highest, form of moral 
philosophy, of select and virtuous Christian 
culture. The doctrine of salvation by faith, 
through grace, is one which humbles utterly 
the pride of the human understanding, and of 
merely human virtue. It was when Wesley 
became the preacher of this doctrine that he 
became a truly and fully Christian preacher. 
It was not a new doctrine; it was the 
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doctrine of the Apostles, the Reformers, and 
even of the Homilies and Formularies of the 
Church of England itself; but in a sense- 
bound and heartless age it had been almost 
utterly forgotten. . To revive it by the ordi- 
nance of preaching became henceforth 
Wesley's great life-work. He became, above 
all things, himself a preacher, and he founded 
a preaching institute ; with preaching, how- 
ever, always associating close personal and 
individual fellowship. 

The whole of Methodism unfolded from 
this beginning. To promote preaching and 
fellowship was the one work; fellowship 
including a perpetual individual testimony 
of Christian believers as to salvation by 
grace, through faith. Preaching and fellow- 
ship — this was all from first to last; true 
preaching, and true, vital. Christian fellowship, 
which involved opposition to untrue preaching, 
and to fellowship not truly and fally Christian. 
From this unfolded all Wesley's life and 
history. His union for a season with the 
Moravians, and then his separation from 
them, when their teaching became for the 
time mixed up and entangled with demoralis- 
ing error ; the foundation of his own Society — 
that of " the people called Methodists ; " his 
separation from his brother Whitefield and 
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from Calvinism ; his field-preachings ; his 
separate meeting-houses and separate com- 
munions; his class-meetings, and band- 
meetings, and all the discipline of his Society ; 
his Conference and his brotherhood of 
itinerant Methodist preachers ; his increasing 
irregularities as a Churchman; his ordinations, 
and the virtual though not formal or 
voluntary separation of his Societies from the 
Church of England ; all resulted from the 
same beginning — from his embracing "the 
doctrine of salvation by faith" — ^from his 
receiving the iostructions of Peter Bohler, the 
Moravian minister. 

Into these matters I cannot venture in 
this volume. They demand separate treat- 
ment. The personal character and inner 
humanity of the man Wesley is my theme. 
I shall now turn to his intellectual character ; 
a subject to which, so far as I know, no 
writer has as yet done justice, and which is 
still more misconceived, perhaps, than the 
style and character of his preaching. 



CHAPTER IV. 

WESLEY AS A THINKER. 

TDBCAUSE Wesley was eminently a man 
"^ of action, it seems to have been inferred 
by some writers that he was not a man of 
contemplation : he is admitted to have been 
an acute logician, but he is represented as 
having been comparatively wanting in the 
capacity of philosophic reflectiveness. I have 
no wish to exaggerate Wesley's philosophical 
capacity; but it is an entire mistake to 
suppose him to have been at all wanting 
either in the taste or the capacity for 
philosophic study and reflection. His in- 
tellectual tastes inclined him very strongly to 
the study, not only of languages, but of 
philosophy and theology — of philosophy, 
perhaps, hardly less than theology. I have 
had occasion already to famish one instance 
of his philosophic taste and capacity. His 
Journals supply abundant evidence that, in 
the midst of his life of incessant activity and 
absorbing care, and devotional intensity of 
feeling, he yet kept up his interest in philo- 
sophic studies. He read and criticised Locke 
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with acute intelligence. He not only read, 
but explained to his preachers, Bishop 
Browne's great work on " The Procedure of 
the Human Understanding," preferring 
Browne to Locke. In his letters to Mr. 
John Smith, he says, that " in the midst of 
all his labours he had abundantly more 
temptation to be a saunterer inter sylvas 
academicas^ a philosophical sluggard, than an 
itinerant preacher." His reflectiveness > 
indeed, tended even to scepticism. In the 
same remarkable letters, he says that " he 
had a thousand times doubted of the divinity 
of the Scriptures after the fullest assurance 
preceding." 

In his sermon on " The Good Steward," 
he uses the striking language which we are 
about to quote : — 

" It is so far from being true that there is 
no knowledge after we have quitted the body, 
that the doubt lies on the other side, whether 
there be any such thing as real knowledge tiU 
then ; whether it be not a plain, sober truth, 
not a mere poetical fiction, that 

'* ' All these are shadows, which for things we take, 

Are but the empty dreams which in death's sleep we make,' 

only excepting those things which God Him- 
wself had been pleased to reveal to man. I 
will speak for one. After having sought the 
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truth with some diligence for half a century, 
I am, at this day, hardly sure of anything but 
what I learn firom the Bible. Nay, I 
positively aflBrm that I know nothing else so 
certainly that I would dare to stake my 
salvation upon it."* 

It was, in fact, the strength of the con- 
templative element in Wesley which largely 
helped, during not a few years of his earlier 
life, to give mysticism so considerable a 
power over him. He loved his college, and 
his cloister, and his " academic groves : " he 
loved 

" To join with him calm Peace and Quiet, 
Spare Fast, that oft with gods doth diet ; 
And add to these retired Leisure, 
That in trim gardens takes his pleasure ; 
But first, and chiefest, with him bring 
Him that yon soars on golden wing, 
The cherub Contemplation." 

He seems to have had little love for any 
philosophy that had not an element of mys- 
ticism in it ; he would 

" Unsphere 
The spirit of Plato, to unfold 
What worlds or what vast regions hold 
The immortal mind that hath forsook 
Her mansion in this fleshly nook." 
♦ Here, again, we are struck with that resemblance and yet 
contrast between Wesley and Newman to which 1 have referred 
already. Substitute merely " the Church " for " the Bible," in 
the above extract, and it expresses fully the views of the author 
of the Apologia pro Vitd Sud and of the " Grammar of Assent." 
All hinged upon Wesley's accepting Scripture teaching instead 
of traditional influence and prescription. 
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He found delight in Tauler's philosophic 
and mystical theology, and in Madame de 
Bourignon's poetry. It is true, he was of a 
very social temper, also, when he could find 
congenial companions ; and this balanced his 
recluseness. It is also true, that while his 
mere intellect and his tastes craved for 
solitude or select society, his moral sensibilities 
and his conscience continually prompted him 
to go abroad and minister to bodily and 
spiritual need and distress ; but that did not 
annul the other side of his nature. It was, 
doubtless, the strong contemplative element 
in Wesley which formed so close a link 
between himself and his friend Gambold, who 
was first a Methodist, then a Mystic, and 
then a Moravian, and always predisposed to 
Quietism. Wesley was very fond of Gam- 
bold's poetry — poetry of superior merit and 
of great refinement, marked especially by a 
subtle and spiritualistic philosophic tendency 
— and he not seldom quotes it. 

I have quoted Wesley's own words in 
regard to the philosophical scepticism which 
was a leading feature of his intellectual 
character. So conscious was he of his 
tendency to scepticism that he was afraid, as 
he tells us, to prosecute the study of mathe- 
matics because he found it to undermine his 
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faith in all moral conclusions. He was one 
of the keenest and most sceptical of his- 
torical critics, as I shall immediately show ; 
but, like Dr. Johnson, while acutely and 
intrepidly critical in regard to matters which 
he conceived to lie fully within the scope of 
his critical understanding and faculty, he 
durst not carry the same temper of mind, or 
assume the same right of critical judgment, 
in regard to the world of spiritual powers 
and realities. The principle on which he 
acted in judging of things pertaining to the 
world of consciousness, and of invisible 
spirits and forces, he himself explains in his 
comments on a certain case which he records 
in his Journal. I give his words : — 

" One of the strangest accounts I ever 
read ; yet I can find no pretence to disbelieve 
it. The well-known character of the person 
excludes all suspicion of fraud; and the 
nature of the circumstances themselves ex- 
cludes the possibility of delusion. It is true, 
there are several of them which I do not 
comprehend; but this with me is a very 
slender objection ; for what is it which I do 
comprehend, even of the things I see daily ? 
Truly not *the smallest grain of sand or 
spire of grass.' I know not how the one 
grows, or how the particles of the other 
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cohere together. What pretence, then, have 
I to deny well-attested facts, because I cannot 
comprehend them ? " * 

Thus did the philosophical sceptic justify 
what reKgious sceptics stigmatised as his 
credulity. On the other hand, he was not 
slow to retort against the sceptics of his day 
the charge of credulity as respected common 
mundane things. 

In historical criticism, Wesley was fifty 
years in advance of his age ; many illustrations 
might be given to show how penetrating, 
independent, and impartial, were his views as 
a student of history. He recognized fally and 
immediately the merits of Hook's " Roman 
History," pronouncing it far the best he had 
seen. He says, "I admire him for doing 
justice to many great men who have been 
generally misrepresented; Manlius Capitol- 
inus, in particular, as well as the two Gracchi.'' 
At the same time he objects that " he recites 
at large the senseless tales of Clelia swimming 
the Tiber, Mucins, Scasvola, and twenty 
more ; and afterward knocks them all on the 
head. What need, then, of reciting them? 
We want history, not romance, though 
compiled by Livy himself, "t 

" To-day," he says, " I read upon the road 

» «' Works," vol. iv. p. 279. f -?*«?•» P- 363. 
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a very agreeable book, Mr. Dobb's * Universal 
History/ . . . But I still doubt of many 
famous incidents whicli have passed current 
for many ages. To instance one : I cannot 
believe there was ever such a nation as the 
Amazons in the world. The whole affair of 
the Argonauts I judge to be equally fabulous, 
as Mr. Bryant has shown many parts of 
ancient history to be ; and no wonder, con- 
sidering how allegories and poetic fables have 
been mistaken for real histories."* 

" I read to day," he writes (April 25th, 
1748), " what is accounted the most correct 
history of St. Patrick that is extant ; and, on 
the maturest consideration, I was much 
inclined to believe that St. Patrick and St. 
George were of one family. The whole story 
smells strongly of romance. To touch only 
on a few particulars : — I object to his first 
setting out ; the Bishop of Rome had no such 
' power in the beginning of the fifth century as 
this account supposes ; nor would his uncle, 
the Bishop of Tours, have sent him in that 
age to Rome for a commission to convert 
Ireland, having himself as much authority 
over that land as any Italian bishop whatever. 
Again, I never heard before of an apostle 
sleeping thirty-five years, and beginning to 

» " Works," vol. iii, p. 672. 
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preach at threescore. But his success 
staggers me the most of all : no blood of the 
martyrs is here ; no reproach, no scandal of 
the cross ; no persecution to those that will 
live godly. Nothing is to be heard of, from 
the beginning to the end, but kings, nobles, 
warriors, bowing down before him. Thou- 
sands are converted, without any opposition 
at all ; twelve thousand at one sermon. If 
these things were so, either there was then 
no devil in the world, or St. Patrick did not 
preach the Gospel of Christ."* 

In a similar spirit of wholesome critical 
scepticism he comments on Dr. Leland's 
'* History of Ireland," repudiating altogether 
the notion that the Irish " were ever a 
civilized nation, tiU they were civilized by 
the EngUsh." He is bold enough to deny that 
"Ireland was, in the seventh or eighth century, 
the grand seat of learning ; " and especially 
singles out as incredible the pretence that in 
the college at Armagh, one of the "many 
famous colleges" of the island, there were 
seven thousands students. All this he " ranks 
with the history of * Bel and the Dragon.' "t 

On the page following these remarks he 
quotes with approval his friend Dr. Byrom's 
explanation of the origin of the name of 

♦ " Works," vol. ui. p. 423. f -?WJ., p. 399. 
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England's patron saint. " I think," he says, 
" that there can be no reasonable doubt of 
the tmth of his conjecture that Georgius is a 
mistake for Gregorius ; that the real patron 
of England is St. Gregory, (who sent Austin, 
the monk, to convert England,) and that St. 
George (whom no one knows) came in by a 
mere blunder."* 

I do not by any means intend to 
adopt or vouch for all Wesley's criticisms ; 
I wish only to show the critical quality of 
his intellect. His whole treatment of the 
History of England, of which he wrote 
himself a succinct epitome, was distinguished 
by remarkable independence of mind. He 
held to the side of Horace Walpole in his 
" Historic Doubts," so far as respected the 
character of Richard III. He gave up, after 
investigation, the strong prejudices of his 
youth in favour of " the Martyr" (Charles I.), 
and when his brother Charles, in a letter, 
remonstrated with him on this account, his 
reply was that he could not " in conscience 
say less evil of him." High Tory as he was 
by nurture and education, he not only revised, 
but altogether changed, his views respecting 
the controversies of Charles the Second's 
reign. Referring to Baxter's life he says, in his 

♦ " Works," vol. iii. p. 400. 
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Journal, "In spite of all the prejudice of educa- 
tion, I could not but see that the poor Noncon- 
formists had been used without either justice 
or mercy ; and that many of the Protestant 
bishops of King Charles had neither more 
religion nor humanity than the Popish bishops 
of Queen Mary."* And again he says, 
referring to the persecutions, of the Presby- 
terians in Scotland, "0 what a blessed 
governor was that good-natured man, so- 
called. King Charles the Second 1 Bloody 
Queen Mary was a lamb, a mere dove, in 
comparison of him ! "t Candour pure and 
impartial, perfect honesty of purpose in 
research and in judging, incorruptible love of 
truth, this is the prime and highest qualifica- 
tion in an historian or an historical critic. 
More than anything else, it helps to the 
attainment of the truth in history. This 
quality John Wesley possessed — ^pure and 
fearless honesty and candour. 

Wesley himself, as I have said, often 
laughed at the credulity of his sceptical con- 
temporaries. He criticises severely, and in 
spme detail, the Abb^ Raynal's " History of 
the Settlements and Trade of the Europeans 
in the Indies." He stigmatizes " several of 
his assertions as false in fact," singling out in 

♦ " Works," voL ui. p. 668. f I^^-t vol* iv. p. 271. 
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particular the assertion that Batavia is a 
healthy place. He declares that his account 
of China is " pure romance, flowing from the 
Abb6's fruitful brain." He " supposes " that 
the account of the Peruvian nation is taken 
from "that pretty novel of ^ Marmontel.' '' 
He inquires if *' many of his assertions do not 
so border upon the marvellous, that none but 
a disciple of Yoltaire could swallow them, as 
the account of milk-white men, with no hair, red 
eyes, and the understanding of a monkey."* 

He was very keen in his criticism of all 
contemporary books of travel, very suspicious 
of " travellers' stories." In the bosom of 
** the lovely family at Balham," he writes, " I 
had leisure on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday to consider thoroughly the account 
of the Pelew Islands. It is ingenious, but I 
esteem it a dangerous book. ... I cannot 
believe that there is such a heathen on earth 
as Abba ThuUe, much less such a heathen 
nation as is here painted. * But what do you 
think of Prince Lee Boo ? ' I think he was 
a good-natured, sensible young man, who 
came to England with Captain Wilson, and 
had learned his lesson well; but just as much 
a prince as Tomo Chachi was a king."t 
This entry was made within about fifteen 

♦ ♦' Works," vol. i7. pp. 113, 114. Ibid., p. 456. 
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months of Wesley's death, when he was 
eighty-six years old. 

It was impossible that such a thinker as 
has now been described could be in any 
sense a narrow Christian. Dean Stanley has, 
I believe, claimed Wesley as being, in some 
sort, the father of modem Broad Churchman- 
ship ; and, although Wesley's theology was 
not by any means in harmony with that of 
our Broad Church leaders, being thoroughly 
evangelical, there is some colour of plausibihty 
in the claim. Wesley was a very large-souled 
and loving-hearted Arminian. He insisted on 
the heart and the life as the seat and test of 
Christian character, not on the creed. " I 
read," he says, " to-day part of the medita- 
tions of Marcus Antoninus. What a strange 
Emperor ! And what a strange heathen ! 
Giving thanks to God for aU the good things 
he enjoyed, in particular for his good 
inspiration and for twice revealing to him in 
dreams things whereby he was cured of 
otherwise incurable distempers. I make no 
doubt but this is one of those ^ many ' who 
shall * come from the east and the west and 
sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,' 
while *the childi^en of the Kingdom' — 
nominal Christians — are ^ shut out.' "* 

• Journal, October 11th, 1745. 



CHAPTER V. 

Wesley's disposition and chaeactee. 

T HAVE said thus much of Wesley's in- 
tellectual characteristics, because, so far as 
I know, justice has never been done to them. 
No biographer has brought out the side of 
his character on which I have last dwelt. As 
to his accomplishments as a linguist, in which 
few men in England excelled him — as a 
logician — as a poetical critic of remarkably- 
true and severe taste, and as himself no 
mean poet — as to his temper, skill, and 
admirable talents as a controversialist — ^his 
powers as a theologian — and his eminent 
merits as one of the purest and best writers 
of English in his own or any age — I say 
nothing. These subjects have been amply 
dealt with by others. 

It is not necessary, however, to deny that 
in hstening to men's own statements about 
themselves, Wesley's charity was so extreme 
as fairly to lay him open to the charge of 
credulity. On his properly intellectual side 
he was, as I have shown, no more credulous 
than Dr. Johnson or Father Newman. On 
the side of charitable hopes and judgments he 
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may have been open to the charge. His 
brother Charles, somewhere in his Journal, 
writes that John "was bom for the benefit 
of knaves.'* John hardly denied the im- 
peachment. When it was necessary to 
investigate or to watch and study a sus- 
picious case, he would send for his brother 
Charles to come and assist him. ^ The 
greater suspiciousness of his brother, and his 
occasionally keener penetration and insight 
into personal character, were of advantage 
by the side of John's unsuspicious confid- 
ingness. Nevertheless we have it on John's 
own distinct testimony, that, after all, he 
was more seldom deceived in his estimate 
of men, and more seldom betrayed by them, 
than his brother Charles. He had, in fact, 
and in no ordinary measure, precisely what 
Miss Wedgwood thinks that he was lacking 
in — great faculty of sympathy and insight, as 
respected individuals; always, however, see- 
ing more directly and fiiUy the good or the 
capacity of good in them than the evil. He 
was necessarily, indeed, to a very large ex- 
tent, an absorbed and preoccupied man. 
He had no leisure to give his mind to trifles, 
and sometimes, especially in his earlier 
years, omitted to relate to those interested, 
pleasant and proper intelligence respecting 
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friends or relatives. But this was not owing 
to any real want of keen and ready sym- 
pathy with others. He was, by the testimony 
of all who knew him — of such witnesses as his 
friend and follower, Henry Moore, and as 
his friend, the Irish Churchman, Alexander 
Knox, (a man of high culture and gifts,) — one 
of the most pleasant, sunny, sociable of com- 
panions, although he could not give more 
than two hours at a time to Dr. Johnson, 
who highly esteemed him and his society, 
whereat the great dictator was sorely disap- 
pointed and chagrined. 

Wesley was a quick-tempered man, and 
sometimes, in his haste, said sharp things; 
but he was yet quicker to apologize, if he 
had spoken too strongly, than to be angry. 
He was incapable of malice; he was one 
of the most forgiving of men. He was any- 
thing but a Stoic, but he never indulged 
in vain regrets any more than in settled 
resentment. Scarcely any other man could 
have carried such vast cares so lightly 
as he did. "I feel and I grieve," he 
says, "but, by the grace of God, I fret at 
nothing." 

He was full of wit and pleasant humour, 
as all who have read his Journal or any of 
the larger biographies of him well know. 
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Southey, Stevens, and Tyennan all give 
excellent instances of this. The one feet 
which I have found it difficult to reconcile 
with any sense of humour, and witt liis gen- 
eral sunniness and kindliness of disposition, 
is the seemingly morose asceticism of his 
rules for the management of Kingsijrood 
School. In an earlier page of this volume 
I have suggested what appears to be tte 
only solution of this apparently strange 
incongruity — ^this monastic unkindliness. 
PubUc schools, in Wesley's time, and for 
many years afterward, were rude and liarsh 
Spartan republics, where play meant coarse 
violence, and where free, unfettered inter- 
course among the boys meant mutual bar- 
baiizing and demoralization. Those who 
do not know the now happily almost incredi- 
ble truth as to the state of public boardinff- 
schools in the last century, will not be able 
to do justice to Wesley in this respect. 
Wesley himself had had a bitter experience 
at the Charterhouse. As for^ the mere 
hardness of the Kingswood regulations, it 
must be remembered that the regulations 
of all public schools were hard ; very early 
rising, regular hours for prayer and vror- 
ship, rigid fare, semi-monastic rules and 
usages, and special dress, prevailed every- 
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where alike — ^in Church of England schools, in 
Quaker schools, and in Moravian schools. 

Before I close I must needs make some 
special reference to the manner in which 
Mr. Tyerman has dealt with the character 
of Wesley in his maturer and later life. 

I wish to say a word, in the first place, 
about the history of Mr. M'Nab, and the afiair 
at Bath with respect to this preacher and the 
Rev. Mr. Smyth, of Dublin. Mr. Tyerman 
has given a ftdl and faithfiil history of the 
whole affair, for which he deserves our thanks. 
But whfle he evidently enters fully into the 
position and convictions of the preacher 
who thought himself aggrieved, he does not 
seem truly to have realized Mr. Wesley's own 
position and necessities. While we cannot but 
strongly sympathize in a certain sense with 
the case of M'Nab, it is, I think, clear that 
Wesley could not have acted otherwise 
than he did, and that his conduct in the 
whole affair deserves the highest praise. 
It was a crisis in which Wesley could not 
have given way. But although he remained 
firm, he respected the feelings and convic- 
tions of his preacher; treated him with 
generous consideration, and, notwithstand- 
ing the opposition of his brother, received 
him back into favour. So long as Wesley 

o2 
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lived, he could not absolutely part with his 
power. He used it in this case to provide 
an opening for an Irish clergyman (Mr. 
Smyth), for whom it seemed necessary to pro- 
vide; various and important interests, both 
in England and in Ireland, appearing to re- 
quire that he should so provide. He was 
accustomed to move his preachers jfrom place 
to place according to the exigency of the 
hour; nor could his great work have ever 
been carried on without the exercise of his 
discretion and authority in so doing. Some 
years before, he had been obUged suddenly 
to remove Mr. M'Nab from Edinburgh, where 
he had had no more wisdom than to preach 
controversially against the doctrine of " final 
perseverance," and so had made his position too 
hot to bear. In the present case the special 
ground of complaint against Mr. Wesley was 
that M'Nab was removed to make way for Mr. 
Smyth, who had come over to labour under 
Mr. Wesley's directions, and for whom, as 
an ordained clergyman, Bath seemed to be 
a peculiarly suitable sphere. Surely Wesley 
cannot be blamed for using his admitted 
power in the present instance. M'Nab rose 
up against Wesley with ecclesiastical argu- 
ments, arguments as to pastoral rights and 
so forth, which could have no force as 
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against Mr. Wesley, because of the specific 
and undeniable relations whicli subsisted 
between the Patriarch of Methodist itinerancy 
and his followers, and which were a necessary 
element in the covenant subsisting between 
them. M'Nab's arguments and his resist- 
ance were no doubt edged very keenly by his 
antipathy to the Church of England and his 
jealousy of any superiority claimed by, or 
allowed to, her clergy. But Wesley could 
hardly hiave done otherwise than he did, and 
certainly is not to be censured for the part 
he took. He could not have submitted him- 
self, and all his prerogatives and powers, to 
the theoretical claims of one of his junior 
preachers, a strong Scottish doctrinaire^ a 
Presbyterian theorist, however amiable or 
estimable, without breaking down his 
authority and discipline altogether ; but he 
showed no vindictiveness, and hastened to 
reinstate his contumacious follower, who, 
however, one is not much surprised to learn, 
ended his course as an Independent Pastor, 
having, before he left Methodism, been for 
a time in correspondence with the unfaithful 
preacher whom Mr. Tyerman brands as " the 
traitor Atlay." In this, as in some other 
matters, a larger general view of Wesley's posi- 
tion and principles — of the whole situation — 
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would, in our judgment, have led Mr. Tyer- 
man to a different conclusion from that 
which he has pronounced. 

It appears to me that Mr. Tyerman has 
failed to apprehend fully the position in 
which Wesley found himself as to the 
Church of England, or the powerful reasons 
which made it impossible for him to accept 
in full the position of the founder of a new 
and distinct Church; a Church outside the 
Church of England, and apart from all 
other Churches. I do not hesitate to de- 
clare my own deepening conviction, that 
Wesley could not, as a wise man — could 
hardly as a sane man — have taken any other 
position than that to which he held so fast. 
He was not called by Providence to or- 
ganize a distinctly and fully independent 
Church. If he had undertaken the task 
he must have undertaken responsibilities 
whigh, at his time of life, in his circum- 
stances, and with his antecedents, he could 
not possibly have sustained. He did all he 
could to meet the feelings and views of 
those who demanded separation. He was 
not obstinate or immovable; he was emi- 
nently candid and open-minded. He yield- 
ed whenever it was necessary to yield. He 
moved as far as he was obliged, though no 
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farther. This, I think, was not weak timidity 
on his part, but was dictated by con- 
siderations of wise Christian expediency. 
Nothing else in Wesley would have been 
consistent or tolerable. In the many in- 
stances, accordingly, in which Mr. Tyerman 
censures Wesley for not fiilly recognizing 
the claims of his preachers to the full status 
of pastors, and to constitute of and by 
themselves the supreme and independent 
governing authority for the Societies, I think 
him to be in error. I do not admit that 
the Methodist preachers had any necessary 
Divine right to be ordained as Presbyters, 
still less to be constituted the supreme and 
sole governing body and fountain of author- 
ity for the Societies of Methodism, consti- 
tuted into an independent and organized 
Church. 

At the same time I, of course, fully recog- 
nize the fact (as Wesley himself, with beau- 
tiful candour, always did, notwithstanding the 
violent antagonism of his brother Charles), 
that, from their point of view, the demands 
of the preachers were very natural, and not 
at all unreasonable; that, apart from Wes- 
ley's personal history and necessities, and 
from the prejudices and feelings of many 
within Methodism, and of many without, 
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very much was to be said for the claims they 
urged. 

In the first part of this volume I have 
spoken of the austerity, with which Mr. 
Tyerman deals with Wesley in all cases in 
which the propriety of his conduct seems at 
all open to controversy. This characteristic 
appears very strongly in his manner of 
treating the history of Wesley's relations 
with two eminently usefiil and devoted 
women, and in his judgments respecting the 
'women themselves. In the instances to 
which I refer, he seems to me to have done 
unintentional but serious injustice, not only 
to Wesley himself, but to these excellent 
women — women with whom Wesley was in 
intimate relations. 

It wiU be anticipated that I refer, as one 
of these cases, to Wesley's relations with 
Grace Murray. As to this case, Mr. Tyer- 
man sums up his judgment in these strong 
words: "John Wesley was a dupe; Grace 
Murray was a flirt; John Bennet was a 
cheat: Charles Wesley was a sincere, but 
irritated, impetuous, and oJ0&cious friend.'** 
I confess that I cannot accept this summary 
judgment The case is unquestionably one 
of no little difficulty and perplexity. But 

• Tyennan's " Wesley," vol. ii. p. 66. 
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Mr. Tyerman cuts the knot with a coarse 
knife, whereas it needs to be untied with a 
skilful hand. Grace Murray is not justly 
described as " a flirt." All we know of her, 
apart from this ajffair, renders it very im- 
probable that she should have proved herself 
to be such in this case. She was a woman 
not only of singular tact, but of attractive 
modesty, of perfect propriety, and of deep 
piety.* All we know of her would lead to 
the conclusion that she would have been not 
an unworthy helpmeet for John Wesley. 
Wesley worked in her company during many 
months,and closely watched her for years. We 
have his distinct, deliberate, and emphatic tes- 
timony as to her gifts and graces, her whole 
character and deportment. Her Diary remains 
to us; and we know the superiority of her 
character and the savour of her piety in her 
long after-life as the wife and widow of John 
Bennet. Mr. Tyerman himself has furnished 
full evidence on this point. Such a woman 
it is hard to suspect of being guilty of *' flirta- 
tion " with John Bennet, still more with one so 
revered as Wesley, and more still with Bennet 
and Wesley together. The temper of " a flirt " 
would certainly have shown itself much 

♦ There iB nothing in the history of her residence at the 
Orphan House, as read by a fair interpreter, inconsistent, with 
this conclusion. 
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rather in her relations with inferior men than 
with Wesley. No doubt she was sta^ngly at- 
tached to Bennet, on whom she had attended 
assiduously as a nurse for six: months, and 
who seems to have thought himself secure 
of her affections and of her acceptance of 
himself whenever he should be prepared 
to ask it. But if others had not interfered 
— had not represented to her that she 
would be sinning against Christ and TTia 
Church, that she was under temptation her- 
self and was making herself a tempter or 
cause of temptation to Wesley — ^she would, 
no doubt, have gratefully and humbly made 
herself Wesley's helper and cherisher for 
life. Those who for various reasons were 
opposed to Wesley's marrying Grace Murray, 
played continually upon her sensibility and 
tenderness of conscience, and thus kept her 
in most painful oscillation or vacillation. 
Sometimes, also, they did what they could 
to sow jealousy and suspicion in her mind, 
so as to alienate her, if possible, from Wes- 
ley. These parties all supported Bennet's 
plea and claim, for obvious reasons. Ben- 
net himself exerted all his authority and 
influence in the same direction. It is pos- 
sible to understand the perplexed history 
to which I have referred without imputing 
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heartless trifling to Grace Murray, although 
she undoubtedly showed not a little weak- 
ness in the alBFair; but it is impossible to 
clear either John Bennet or Wesley's brother 
Charles from all obliquity of conduct in the 
part they took in this matter. Throughout, 
the character of Wesley himself shines most 
beautifully in connection with this love ajGFair, 
to him, without question, the most painful 
trial of his life. His own touching and 
beautiful poem on the subject remains in 
evidence of his feelings in the case. 

From Mr. Tyerman's criticisms on the 
case of Mrs. Kyan I still more strongly 
dissent than from his judgment in the matter 
of Grace Murray. I think the principles on 
which he has dealt with this case are alto- 
gether wrong. The unfavourable antecedents 
of her early hfe are made much of — far too 
much of, in my judgment. But notwith- 
standing those antecedents, whatever they 
were, her proved character and merits were 
such as to recommend her to the esteem and 
intimate friendship of some of the most excel- 
lent Christians of her time — Christians of high 
social propriety and breeding, as well as of 
pre-eminent Christian character, among whom 
Miss Bosanquet (Mrs. Fletcher), after John 
Wesley, was one of the most conspicuous. 
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To assume that such a woman, because of her 
early life and connections, ought not to have 
been employed by Wesley as a housekeeper 
and a Class-leader, is, I think, particularly 
unworthy of a Methodist historian, and 
opposed to the spirit of Christ's Gospel of 
grace. That Wesley was right in the confi- 
dence he gave to Mrs. Ryan was demonstrated 
by the result. She was eminently usefiil and 
respected in situations of important trust, in 
which Wesley placed her. Where others had 
failed, she succeeded. No Other woman 
could compare with her, except Grace Murray, 
who had been so useful to Wesley many years 
before. She was a remarkably gifted and a 
most devoted woman. And her life, to its 
close, justified the confidence which Wesley 
reposed in her. 

Mr. Tyerman's judgment in these cases is 
singularly severe, as respects all the parties 
concerned, not excepting Mr. Wesley. He 
reflects upon Wesley for taking Grace Murray 
with him on a pillion in his journeys, several 
times, when there was special work for her to 
do. Surely he cannot be ignorant of the 
universal custom of Wesley's day for women 
to ride on piDion behind men, either father, 
brother, husband, affianced lover, trusted and 
reputable fidend, of suitable age, or man- 
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servant. Mrs. Charles Wesley travelled many 
miles in this way behind preachers or man- 
servants. To impute imprudence to Wesley 
in the matter in question is exceedingly strange. 
Mr. Tyerman condemns Grace Murray, again, 
because in her earlier life, being under terrible 
temptation at the time — temptation which 
assailed the very foundations of her faith — she 
yet persevered in meeting her Class, and in all 
her other public engagements. To those 
familiar with the memoirs of such men as 
Eichard Baxter, in former times, and Eichard 
TreflBy, in later times and in Methodist circles, 
a censure of Grace Murray on such an account 
must seem passing strange. But Mr. Tyer- 
man seems to have very little sympathy with 
spirits exercised by sore doubt and temptation. 
Wesley's doubts, and fears, and self-condem- 
nation, soon after his conversion, appear to 
him to be a painful mystery ; whereas to most 
others they will appear to have been not only 
natural in themselves, but an appropriate and 
valuable part of the discipline through which 
such a teacher and leader as Wesley could not 
but be expected to pass. 

Mr. Tyerman more than intimates that 
Wesley was imprudent in keeping up an 
extensive and confidential correspondence with 
a large number of female disciples. Of that cor- 
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respondence many samples have been printed. 
I would ask any one familiar with those letters, 
or who has fairly realised what Wesley was to 
the leading spirits throughout all his societies 
— their special personal pastor and spiritual 
father — or in what relation his personal 
instructions and influence stood to the whole 
work of Methodism throughout all the King- 
dom and in Ireland, to judge what Methodism 
would have lost if such a correspondence had 
not been kept up. It is scarcely too much to 
say, that Methodism could hardly have been 
well sustained without it. Because of the 
wicked and insane jealousy of Mrs. Wesley, 
Mr. Tyerman decides that Wesley's corres- 
pondence with Mrs. Ryan, " pure and pious '* 
as he justly declares it to have been, ought 
not to have been continued. 

And now I must write my last paragraph. 
I have offered no adequate criticism of Mr. 
Tyerman' s three volumes ; my object, in- 
deed, has been independent of any special 
critical view. I have wished to give my own 
views of Wesley, as looked at in lights in 
which he has been but seldom regarded. I 
desire, in closing, to repeat that, though I 
differ from Mr. Tyerman at not a few points, 
I fully recognize the great value of his 
volumes. His unequalled knowledge in 
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detail of the whole ground over which he 
leads his readers is a great recommendation. 
That knowledge is perfectly mastered, and is 
digested and presented in perfect order and 
clearness. I do not, indeed, think that 
miserable and scandalous tracts which fell 
still-bom from the press when first published, 
and never got a hearing — never were re- 
membered or made the slightest impression 
while he lived — should be resuscitated and 
rehabilitated in Mr. Tyerman's pages. It 
lends to such productions an importance 
which never belonged to them ; it is, in fact, 
misleading, because it leaves the impression 
that there may have been some foundation 
for them, or, at least, that they attracted 
some attention and possessed some im- 
portance at the time. But, apart fi'om this 
feature in Mr. Tyerman's volumes, I can 
only thank him most heartily for his ample 
and wonderful research. If he were, in 
future editions, to spare us needless details of 
the sort I have indicated, he might save 
space for such statements, reflections, and 
general views, here and there, as would more 
distinctly represent Wesley's character, posi- 
tion, and motives, than has now been done 
even in his volumes. We want to be made 
to understand Wesley by the light and 
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insight proper to his own character, objects, 
and surroundings; to judge him as if we 
had lived both then and now, with him 
and his contemporaries, as well as in this 
present age. The mere facts Mr. Tyerman 
gives, and also the correspondence, in part ; 
but still Wesley is judged too much by the 
feeling and opinion of to-day instead of by the 
light of his own circumstances and age. 
Nevertheless Mr. Tyerman has done a great 
work. He has furnished perfect means of 
knowledge ; the means, indeed, if he is care- 
fully read, of correcting himself where he is 
wrong. His narrative of the most important 
parts of Wesley's life is particularly fiill and 
good. The last two chapters, for example, are 
complete and impressive in a high degree; 
presenting Wesley's later years and last days 
as they had never been presented before. In 
fine, Mr. Tyerman has prepared and worked up 
into narrative almost complete materials from 
which to prepare a re-moulded biography of 
Wesley, which shall, with perfect realization, 
exhibit him as he grew and changed, and 
was enlarged from stage to stage— as. he felt 
and judged and acted from point to point of 
his eventful life.* 

* The date of Wesley's death was March 2, 1791. His age 
was eighty-seven. 
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Dixon (J,) The Earnest Methodist A Memoir of the 

late Mr. Thomas Dixon, of Grantham. By his Nephew, the Ber. 
Josbfh Dixon. Foolscap 8yo. With Portrait. Price 28. 



PUBLICATIOXS OF 



Entwisle (J.) Memoir of the Rev. Joseph Entwisle: 

with eopioiu Extracts from his Jonmals and Correspondenoe, and 
Occasional Notices of ContemporarT Erents in the History of Metho- 
dism. By his Son, With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price Ss. 

Fletcher (J,) The Life of the Rev, John Fletcher. By 

the Bev. Joseph Bessos. With a Portrait. 12mo. Price 3b. 6d. 
Cheap Edition. Scyal 32mo. Price Is. 

Fletcher (Mrs.) The Life of Mrs. Fletcher. By the 

Eev. Keskt Mocks. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 
Cheap Edition. Boyal 32mo. Price Is. 

George (f.) Memoirs of Elizabeth George. By the 

Bev- HsHST J. PiGGOTT, B.A. With a Portrait. Crown 8to. Price 
2s. 6d. 

Grimshaw (W.), Incumbent of Haworth. By the Rev. 

B. Sfekcx Hardt. Crown Svo. Price 3s. 

Hare (R. H.) The Ministry and Character of Robert 

Henry Hare, Wesleyan Minister. By Jomr Middlstoh Habx, his 
Brother. Crown Svo. With Portrait. Price 68. 

Hunt (J.) The Life of John Hunt, Missionary to the 

Cannibals in Fiji. By the Bev. Geokge Strikgeb Bows. lamp cloth. 
Price Is. 6d. With Portrait, doth extra, 28. 6d. 

Jackson (T.) Lives of Early Methodist Preachers. 

Chiefly written by themselves. Edited with an Introductory Essay by 
the Bev. Thomas Jacksok. 

Library Edition, Six Vols. Crown 8vo.' Price 15s. 

Cheap Edition, Six Vols. Foolscap Svo. Price 9s. 

Jackson (T.) Recollections of My Own Life and Times. 

By Thomas Jacksok. Edited by the Bev. B. Fsanklahd, B.A. With 
an Introduction and Postscript by G. Osbobw, D.D. With a Portrait. 
Crown Svo. Price 5s. 

M'Owan (P.) A Man of God; or, Providence and Grace 

Exemplified in a Memoir of the Rev. Peter M'Owan. Compiled chiefly 
from his Letters and Papers. By the Rev. Johk M'Owas. Edited by 
Gt. OsBOSN, D.D. Crown Svo. Price 5s. 

Maxwell (Lady). The Life of Darcy Lady Maxwell. By 

the Rev. William Atheeton. With Selections from her Diary and 
Correspondence. Crown Svo. Price 3s. 6d. 
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Miller (W. f.) Life of the Rev. W. E. Miller. By the 

Eev. Dr. Dixok. Foolscap 8vo. Price 28. ; limp cloth, la. 6d. 

Nelson (J.) The Journal of Mr, John Nelson, Eoyal 

18mo. Price Is. 6d. Cheap Edition. Bo7al32iao. Price lOd. 

Newton (R.) The Life of the Rev, Robert Newton, D.D. 

By the Eev. Thomas Jacksoh. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price 
28. 6d. Cheap Edition. Boyal 32mo. Price Is. 6d. 

Rogers (Mrs,) The Experience and Spiritual Letters of 

Mrs. Hester Ann Sogers. 18mo. Gilt edges. Price Is. 6d. 
Cheap Edition. Boyal 32mo. Price lOd. 

Rogers (Mrs,) The Experience, Letters, and Journal of 

Mrs. Hester Ann Bogers. In one Vol. ISmo., roan, embossed, gilt 
edges. Price 3s. 6d. 

Shaw (W,) Memorials of the Life and Labours of 

the Bev. Williau Shaw, late General Superintendent of the Wesleyan 
Missions in South Africa. By his oldest surviving Friend. Crown 
Svo. With Portrait. Price 68. 6d. 

Shaw (Mrs,) Long Life and Peace; Memorials of 

Mrs. Elizabeth Shaw, of St. Austell. By the Bev. Bobebt C. Babsatt. 
Foolscap Svo. Price 3s. 

Shilllngton (T, A,) Christian Thoroughness : a Memo- 

rial Sketch of Thouas Ayereli. Shillivoton, J.P., of Portadown. 
By the Eev. John Dwyer, Author of " Christian Work for G^tle 
Hands," &c. Crown Svo. Price 3s. 

Smith (J,) Memoirs of the Life, Character, and Labours 

of the Rev. John Smith. By tlie Bev. B. Tbetfby, Jun. With an 
Introductory Essay by the Bev. Dr. Dixon. Royal ISmo. Price 3s. 
Cheap Edition, without the Introductory Essay. Price Is. 

Stoner (D,) Memoirs of the Rev, David Stoner, By 

the Rev. Dr. Hannah and Mr. William Dawson. With a Portrait. 
ISmo. Gilt edges. Price 2s. 6d. Cheap Edition. Boyal 82mo. Price Is. 

Taylor (Michael C) Memoir of the Rev, M, C, Taylor. 

With Extracts from his Correspondence. By the Bev. B. Hellixr. 
Crown Svo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Threlfall (W.) Memorials of the Rev. W. Threlfall. 

By the Bev. Samuel Broadbent. ISmo. With Portrait. Price Is. 6d, 

Toase (W,) Memorials of the Rev, William Toase. 

Compiled by a Friend. With an Introduction by the Bev. William 
Arthur, M.A. Crown Svo. Price 3s. 6d. 
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Treffry (/?.) Memoirs of the Rev, fl. Treffry, Jun. 

With Select BemainB, consisting of Sketches of Sermons, Essays, and 
Poetry. By his Father, the Ber. Bichakd TaxmiT. With a Portrait. 
12mo. Price 4s. 6cL 

Turner (N.) The Pioneer Missionary; or, the Life of 

the Bey. Nathaniel Tomer, Missionary in New Zealand, Tonga, and 
Australasia. By his Son, the Bev. J. G. Tu&mxs. Crown 8yo. With 
Portrait. Price Ss. 

Watson (ff.) Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the 

Bev. Bichard Watson. By the Bev. Thomas Jacxsov. With a Portrait. 
Boyal 18mo. Price 3s. 6d. 8vo. Price 6s. 

Wesiey (fi.) The Life of the Rev. Charles Wesley. 

Comprising a Beview of his Poetry ; Sketches of the Bise and Progress 
of Methodism ; with Notices of Contemporary Events and Characters. 
By the Bev. Thomas Jacxsoh. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price 
3s. 6d. 

Wesley (C.) The Journal of the Rev, Charles Wesley. 

With Selections from his Correspondence and Poetry, and an Intro- 
duction by the Bev. Thomas Jackson. Two Vols. Boyal ISmo. 
Price 7s. 

Wesley (J.) The Life of the Rev, John Wesley. By the 

Bev. BicHAHD Watson. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 
Cheap Edition. Boyal 32mo. Price Is. 4d. 

Wesley (J.) The Journals of the Rev. John Wesley. 

Four Vols. 12mo. Price 10s. 

Wesley (J.) His Life and his Work. By the Rev. M. 

Lelixvhb. Translated by the Bev. A. J. Fbench. With a Portrait. 
Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 

West (F, A.) Memorials of the Rev. Francis A. West. 

Being a Selection from his Sermons and Lectures. With a Biographical 
Sketch by one of his Sons, and Personal Becollections by the Bev. B. 
Gbeoobt. Crown 8vo. Price 4s. 

Wood (J.) The Life of the Rev. Joseph Wood. With 

Extracts from his Diary. By the Bev. H. W. Williams. With a 
Portrait. Crown Svo. Price 3s. 
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NEW BOOKS AND NEW EDITIONS, 

SUITABLE FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES AND REWARDS. 



Banks («/. S.) Three Indian Heroes: The Missionary; 

The Soldier ; Tlie Statefiman. By the Bev. J. S. Bajsjlb. Fcap. 8yo. 
with Portrait of Hatelock. Price Is. 6d. 

Bleby (//.) The Stolen Children; A Narrative com- 
piled from Authentic Sources, by the Ber. Hbnbt Bleby, Author of 
" Death Struggles of Slavery." Foolscap Svo., cloth, gilt edges, with 
Illustrations. Price 2s. 6d. 

Briggs (f. W,) Chequer Alley: A Story of Successful 

Christian "Work. By the Bev. Fsedebick W. Bbiogs. With an Intro- 
duction by the Bev. W. Abthub, M.A. Ninth Edition. Foolscap 8vo. 
Price Is. 6d. 

Gleanings In Natural History for Young People, 

Gathered from "Early Days." Boyal 16mo. Profusely Illustrated. 
Price Is. 6d. 

Lessons from Noble Lives, and other Stories, Selected 

from " Early Days." Boyal 16mo. Numerous Illustrations. Price Is. 

LIghtwood (f.) Ancient Egypt: Its Monuments, Wor- 

ship, and People. By the Bev. Edwabd Lightwood. Boyal 16mo. 
numerous Illustrations. Price Is. 

Margery's Christmas Box, By Euth Elliott. Eoyal 

16mo. Illustrations. Price Is. 

Montfort (LI I lie.) Incidents In my Sunday-School Life. 

By LiLLiB MoKTFOBT, Author of *' My Class for Jesus." Foolscap 8vo. 
Price 2s. 

Old Truths In New Lights, A Series of Sunday-School 

Addresses. By W. H. S. Foolscap 8vo. Numerous Illustrations. 
Price Is. 6d. 

Pearse (M. G.) Daniel Quorm and his Religious Notions. 

By the Bev. Mabe Out Pbabsb. Crown 8vo. Numerous lUnstrations. 
Cloth, gilt edges. Price 2s. 6d. 

Pearse (M, G.) John Tregenoweth : His Mark. By the 

Bev. Mabs Gut Pbabsb. Boyal 16mo., cloth. Dlustrated. Price Is. 
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Pearse (A/, G.) Sermons to Children. By the Rev. 

M. O. Frarsb, Author of " Daniel Qnorm, and his Religious Notions." 
Oown Svo. Nnmeroiui Illiutrations. Cloth extra, gilt edges. 
Price 2a. 6d. 

Peeps Into the Far North: Chapters on Iceland, 

Lapland, and Greenland. By S. E. Scholes. Boyal 16nio. Kmnexoas 
mnatrations. Price Is. 

Stories of Love and Duty for Boys and Girls, Selected 

from " Early Days." Royal 16mo. Numerous Illustrations. Price Is. 

Tatham (f.) The Dream of Pythagoras, and Other 

Poems. By Emma Tatham. Fifth Edition, with Additional Pieces, 
and a MEMOIB, by the Bev. B. Gbsqort, Author of the "Thorough 
Business Man," etc. Crown 8yo., cloth. Price Ss. .6d. French 
Horocco, extra gilt, and gilt edges. Price 7s. 6d. 

Thomas (J. W.) The Tower, the Temple, and the 

Minster: Historical and Biographical Associations of the Tower of 
London, St. Paul's Cathedral, and Westminster Abbey. By the Ber. 
J. W. Thomas. Foolscap Svo. Illustrated. Prioe28. 

Thomas (J. W.) William the Silent, Prince of Orange. 

A Biographical Study. By the Bev. J. W. Thomas. Foolscap Svo. 
With Portrait. Price Is. 

Waddy (f.) The Father of Methodism. A Sketch of 

the Life and Labours of the Biv. JOHN WESLEY, A.M. For Young 
People. By Edith Waddy. Foolscap Bvo. Numerous Illustrations. 
Price Is. 6d. 

Waddy (f.) A Year with the Wild Flowers. An In- 

troduction to the Study of English Botany. By 1!dxth Wadbt. 
Boyal 16mo. Numerous Illustratioxis. Gilt edges. Pz}ce^. 6d. 

Yeames (J.) Vignettes from English History. By the 

Rev. James Yeames. First Series. From the Norman Couqastw to 
Henry IV. RoyallGmo. Numerous Illustrations. Price Is. 



A dellne. Pictures from Memory : By Adeline. Selected 

from " Early Days." 18mo. Illustrated. Price 9d. 

Adeline. Helen Leslie: or. Truth and Error. By 

Adeline. 18mo. Price Is. 

Barrett (A.) The Boatman's Daughter. A Naarrative 

for the Learned and Unlearned. 18mo. Price Is. 4d. 
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Crump (S.) Soon and Safe. A Few Words to tlie 

Younff Folk. By the Bev. Simpsoh Caoxp. 18mo., Illiistrated 
Price 9d. 

Freddie Cleminson: The Brief Story of a Blessed Life. 

By the 'Rev. T. McCuixaoh. 18mo. With Portrait, and View of 
Methodist College, Belfast. Price Od. 

Gems of English Poetry: From Chaucer to the Present 

Time. Selected by Mrs. MiiWTATa. Foolscap 8yo., gilt edges. Price 
3s. 6d. 

Hartley (i/.) Hid Treasures and the Search for Them: 

being Lectures to Bible Classes. By the Ber. John Habtlst. Foolscap 
8yo. Price 2s. 

Hay (0.) A Father's Religious Counsels Addressed to 

his Son at SchooL By the Bev. Datid Hat. 18mo. Is. 

Hay (D.) Home: or, the Way to Make Home Happy. 

By the Bev. Datid Hat. With an Introduction by the Bev. Alfred 
Bassktt. 18mo., gilt edges. Price Is. 6d. 

Huston (R.) Letters on the Distinguishing Excellence 

of Bemarkable Scripture Personages. By the Bev. Bobk&i Huston. 
18mo. Price Is. 6d. 

Huston (/?,) Cautions and Counsels Addressed to the 

Young. Enforced by Illustrations chiefly drawn ilrom Scripture Nar- 
ratives. 18rao. Is. 6d. 

Leonard (fi.) Life on the Waves; or Memorials of 

Captain Geobob Leonard. By the Bev. A. Lanulet, Author of '* The 
Decline and Bevival of BeUgion," etc. With Illustrations, ISmo. 
Price Is. 

Maunder (fi.) Eminent Christian Philanthropists. 

Brief Biographical Sketches, designed especially as studies for the 
Young. By the Bev. George Maunder. Foolscap 8vo. Price 28. 

This Volume contains Biographical Sketches of 



John Howard. 
Edward Colston. 
Jonas Hanway. 
Bichard Beynolds. 
Bobert Baikes. 



Granville Sharp. 
Thomas Clarkson. 
W. Wilberforce. 
J. Butterworth. 
William Allen. 



David Nasmith. 
Elizabeth Fry. 
Thomas F. Buxton. 
Sarah Martin. 



U PUBLICATIONS OF 



Mather (6.) Lectures on the Sublime and Beautiful In 

Nature and Morals. By the Bev. Gxobob Mathsb. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Price 28. 6d. 

Parker (Mrs.) Annals of the Christian Church. From 

the First to- the Nineteenth Centuries. By Miis. Pa&ksb. With Ten 
Portraits engrayed on SteeL Crown 8yo. Price Ss. 6d. 

Smith (B.) Climbing: A Manual for the Young who 

desire to rise in Both Worlds. Crown 8vo., oloth extra. Fourth 
Edition. Bevised and Enlarged. Price 28. 6d. 

Smith (B,) The Power of the Tongue; or, Chapters 

for Talkers. By the Bev. BKVJAxnr Smith. Crown Bvo. Price Ss. Gd. 

Smith (B.) Sunshine In the Kitchen; or, Chapters for 

Maidservants. By the Ber. BsHJAimr Smith, Author of "Yioe- 
Boyalty," "Climbing," etc. Crown 8vo. Numerous IllustrationB. 

Price 3s. 6d. 

t 

Smith (B.) Vice-Royalty: or, Counsels respecting 

Government of the Heart : addressed especially to Young Men. By 
the Bev. Bsnjamih Smith. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 

Smith (T.) Youths of the Old Testament By the Rev. 

Thosnlet Smith. ISmo. Price 2s. 6d. 

Smith (T.) The Holy Child Jesus; or, the Early Life of 

Christ: Viewed in connection with the History, Chzonol(^;yt and 
Archeeology of the Times. Foolscap 8vo. Price Is. 6d. 

Walker (T. //.) Which Is Best? or, Cottage Sketches 

from Beal Lifle. By the Bev. T. H. Walkbb. BoyallSmo. Price 28. 

Walker (f. H.) Gems of Piety In Humble Life. By the 

Bev. T. H. Walksb. BoyallSmo. Price 2s. 6d. 

Walker (T. H.) Youthful Obligations; or, the Duties 

which Young People owe to God, to their Parents, to their Brothers 
and Sisters, to Themselves, and to Society. Illnstrated by a Large 
Number of Appropriate Facts and Anecdotes. Foolscap 8vo. With 
Illustrations. Price 2s. 

Watson (R.) Conversations for the Young. Designed to 

promote the Profitable reading of the Holy Scriptures. Boyol ISmo. 
Pri«e3s.6d. 
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NOW PUBLISHING, nr Sotal 32mo. 

THE METHODIST FAMILY LIBRARY. 

doth, Qotb, 
THE VOLUMES ALREADY ISSUED are: Paper pWn gUt 

oqiAfn. tdgtm. •dgm. 

1. The Journal of Mr. JOHN KEI<SOK. <• d* •- '• 

Written by Himsblt 6d. 10 10 

2. The Experience and Spiritual Ijetters 

ofM&s. H£ST£B ANN KOQEES . . . 6d. 10 10 

3. Sincere Devotion; Exemplified in the lafe 

of Mrs. MABTIN. By the Bev. B. Field . 6A. 10 10 

4. The liife of Iffr. SILAS TOLD. Written 

byHiMiEur 6d. 10 1 

5. A Memoir of Mr. WILLIAM CABVOSSO. 

Sixty Years a Methodist Chiss-Leader. Written 

by Himself 10 

6. The Life of Mrs. MAK7 FLETCHER. 

Written by UsBSELF. Edited by Bev.HBNSTMooBB 1 

7. The Life of the Bev. JOHN FLETCHEE. 

By the Rev. Joseph Bshson 10 

8. Prayer : Secret, Social, and Extempore, being 

a Treatise on Secret and Social Prayer. By the 
Bev. B. TsEFFBY, Sen.; also A HELP TO EX- 
TEMPOBE PBAYEB. By the Bev. Joseph Wood 1 

9. A Memoir of the Kev. DAVID STONEB. 

By Dr. Hahhah and Mr. William Dawson . .10 

10. Memoirs of the Life, Character, and Labours 

of the Bet. JOHN SMITH. By lOie Bev. Bichakd 
Tbeffey, Jun 10 

11. Entire Sanctification Attainable in this Life ; 

being Johh Wesley's •' Plain Account of Christian 
Perfection ; " and Fletcher' 8 ** Practical Applica- 
tion of the Doctrine to various classes of Christians.' ' 1 

12. The Pioneer Bishop: The Life and Times of 

FBANCIS ASBUBYT By W. P. Stmceland ..10 

13. A Memoir of JOSEPH B. SHBEWSBUBT. 

By his Father, the Bev. W. J. Shbewsbuby . .10 

14. The Christian Minister in Earnest: A 

Memoir of the Bey. WILLIAM BBAMWELL; 

By the Bev. Thomas Habbis 10 

15. The Life of the Bev. John Wesley, A.M. 

By the Bev. Bichabd Watsok . . ..14 

16. The Life of Dr. Adam Clarke. By J. W. 

Ethebidge, M.A 16 2 

17. The Life of Dr. Thomas Coke. By J. W. 

Ethebidoe, M.A 16 2 

18. The Life of Dr. Bobert Newton. By the Bev. 

Thomas Jackson 1620 

19. The TonfiTue of Fire ; or, the True Power of Chris- 

tianity. By the Bev. W. Abthub, M.A. , .10 14 
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CoMPLxn nr Six YoLuns, Foolscap 8vo., Cloth, Qilt-lsttxbxd, 
PRICE NINE SHILLINGS, 

' A CHEAP EDITION 

OF 

LIVES OF 

EAKLY METHODIST PREACHERS, 

WBITTEN CHIEFLY BY THEMSELVES. 

BDITBD, "WITH AN INTRODUCTORY ESSAY, BY THE 

REV. THOMAS JACKSON. 



CONTENTS OF THE VOLUMES. 

Vol. L— .An Introductory Essay; The Journal of John l/ielson; Livm 0/ 
Christopher Hopper^ Thomas MitchMt Peter Jaco, and John Eaime, 

Vol. Jl.— Lives of Joseph Cownley, Thotnas Olivers, Duncan Wright, Thomas 
Hanby, Alexander Mather. WiUiam Hunter, Robert Roberts, 
Thom,as Payne, and Richard Rodda. 

Vol. IIL— Th« Life mnd Death of Mr. Thomas Walsh j and the Lives of John 
Murlin and John Mcuon, 

Vol. IV.— Lives of John Pawson, Sampson Staniforth, Thom/u Lee, John 
Prickard, Jonathan Maskew, Matthias Joyce, and James Rogers. 

Vol. v.— Li«M of Thomas Taylor, John Furz, Thomas Rankin, George Story, 
William Black, WiUiam Ashman, and Richard Whatcoat. 

Vol. YL.— Lives of John Valton, George Shadford, Jasper Robinson, Thomas 
Hanson, Robert Wilkinson, Benjamin Rhodes, Thomas Tennant, 
John AUen, John Pritchard, WUliam Adams; 

AND A GENERAL INDEX TO THE SERIES. 

♦»♦ The Library Edition^ on Superfine Paper, in Six VolumeSf 
Crown Svo., is still on sale, Price IBs. 

" Few lives are more startling than that of John Nelson, few fypes of 
saintly holiness are higher than Thomas Walsh; while Thomas Olivers, 
John Haime, George Story, and Sampson Staniforth, and a number of 
other goodly names, represent lives of such intense earnestness, holiness, 
and activity, as would certainly win them a place in a Catholic calendar of 
saints, and are so full of glowii^ adventure that the story of many of them 
would keep a boy's eyes ixoxa. winking even late in the night." — BriJ^ish 
QfUMTterly Rgoiew. 



wesleyan confeeence office, 
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